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Introduction

Let me guess why you picked up this book. You want to become a better writer and
speaker. You want to use the English language correctly and with confidence.

You're looking for something that will help you learn more words and learn them swiftly—
something that's not just informative but also interesting and fun to read.

You don't want word games. You want results.
Stop right here.

Verbal Advantage is precisely what you're looking for: the most comprehensive,
accessible, and effective vocabulary-building program available today.

Here's what you can expect from Verbal Advantage:

By the time you finish reading this book you will have more than tripled your normal rate of
learning vocabulary. And when you have mastered all the words in the program, your
vocabulary level will be in the top 5 percent of all educated adults. You will also know how to
avoid common errors of grammar, usage, and pronunciation, and you will possess the tools
to continue building your verbal skills for the rest of your life.

Throughout the Verbal Advantage program | will be your personal guide on a tour of the
English language, a tour that | guarantee will help you improve your word power dramatically
and permanently. Along the way | will also coach you in how to use the language with greater

clarity,” precision, and style.
Let me tell you a bit about myself.

| am an author, journalist, and radio commentator who specializes in writing about the
English language. Like most serious writers, | care deeply about words—where they came
from, what they mean, how they are used and pronounced. In fact, | think it's fair to say that
I'm afflicted with a terminal passion for words.

Allow me to explain how | contracted this most pleasant malady.?

For as long as | can remember | have been in love with the beauty, rhythm, subtlety, and
power of language, and from an early age | aspired® to a career working with words. Like
many writers, | acquired my affection for words from my parents. Although both my father
and mother are retired professional musicians, they have always been avid* readers with a
fine ear for language as well as music.

When | was young they read me stories and poems at bedtime, and as | grew older they
encouraged me to read widely on my own. | often had lengthy discussions with them about
books and language, and whenever we had a question or a dispute about a word, the hefty
unabridged dictionary in our living room was the final authority.

The consequence of this verbally intensive upbringing was that two parents who loved
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language but made music for a living wound up with a son who loves music but makes his
living with words.

But that's enough about me, because this book is not about me and my writing
credentials. It's about you, and how you can achieve the verbal advantage.

Verbal Advantage is about definitions, so let's begin by defining the phrase “verbal
advantage.” What exactly is a “verbal advantage”? Does it suggest what smart, successful
people know about language? Does it refer to the words they use in conversation and
writing?

Yes, in part. But in this book, “verbal advantage” encompasses something more than just
what educated people already know about using the language. It also means what educated
people ought to know about using the language—and how using it well can help them
succeed.

In short, a “verbal advantage” is the ability to use words in a precise and powerful manner,
to communicate clearly, correctly, and effectively in every situation, both on and off the job. In
this book | intend to take your ability with words and turn it into mastery.

Numerous studies have shown that there is a correlation between career and financial
success and an above-average vocabulary, and that the level of success people achieve is
linked to the number of words they command. You may be on the right track, but are you as
productive and successful as you know you can be? In the long run all your hard work and all
the knowledge you gain from experience may not produce the results you expect if you lack
the confidence that comes from an accompanying mastery of words.

As the syndicated columnist William Raspberry once put it, “Good English, well spoken
and well written, will open more doors than a college degree.... Bad English will slam doors
you don't even know exist.”

Verbal Advantage will give you most of the linguistic tools you need to communicate
more effectively and confidently, and | will show you how to use them with precision. If you
like, consider Verbal Advantage an apprenticeship to a second career—one that can help
you immeasurably and enhance your chances of success. When you finish reading this
book, you'll be on your own. But | think you'll find yourself prepared to meet the challenge of
achieving and maintaining a verbal advantage.

Improving your verbal skills is not an easy task, but it doesn't have to be a chore. In fact, it
can be one of the most rewarding activities you will ever undertake. Few things can equal
the satisfaction that comes from using the right word at the appropriate moment or realizing
that the way you have chosen to express something has moved or gratified or persuaded
your audience.

Let's begin, then, with a brief summary of what you stand to gain from reading this book.

You will learn about vocabulary building and why it is indispensable to your personal
development. | will teach you the principles and techniques of building a large and exact
vocabulary and introduce you to words that will add clarity to your writing and infuse your
conversation with style. You will also discover how to put your powerful new vocabulary into
action right away, and how to make the words you've learned serve you well for the rest of
your life.
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Throughout this book we will also explore the subject of usage versus “abusage”—in other
words, how to use, not abuse, the language. You will learn how usage changes, why it
changes, and why certain changes have been accepted and others have not. | will also
cover some perplexing problems of usage that trouble even the best writers and speakers.
Finally, | will address the issue of rules—good rules versus bad rules—and discuss how you
can strike a balance between current standard usage and what seems natural and correct to
you.

Building a powerful vocabulary and learning how to use words properly require that you
also develop your knowledge of a related subject: pronunciation.

It is a sad fact that many educated people who have invested a great deal of time and
energy building impressive vocabularies have not bothered to learn how to pronounce the
words they have acquired. That deficiency leads to a twofold tragedy. First, to those who
look up to the speaker as a more knowledgeable person, the mispronouncer does the
disservice of passing along his or her mispronunciations. Second, to those who know
something about words and how they should be pronounced, the mispronouncer, no matter
how intelligent, will appear uneducated, even foolish.

The point is, if you have taken the time to learn the meaning of a word and how to use it
properly, then why not also learn how to pronounce it correctly?

With Verbal Advantage, not only will you learn the proper pronunciation of words that are
new to you, you will also learn to avoid common mispronunciations of familiar words—ones
you may be mispronouncing right now without realizing it. In addition, | will teach you some
simple techniques that will help you continue to improve your speech on your own.

Building your vocabulary is the primary goal of this program, and research has shown that
the most effective way to build your word power rapidly and permanently is to learn words in
their order of difficulty. Certain words are harder than others; therefore it stands to reason
that you have to know the easier words before you can learn and retain the harder ones.
When you know what reckless and rash mean, you're ready to learn the more difficult
synonyms impulsive, imprudent, and impetuous. And when you have those words under
your belt, then you can tackle the challenging synonyms precipitate and temerarious.

In short, you are far more likely to remember words if you are exposed to them in
ascending order of difficulty. That is why | have made Verbal Advantage a graduated
vocabulary-building program, which means the words get harder as you go along.

You will proceed through ten levels of vocabulary, each level more challenging than the
last. For example, Level 1 contains words familiar to about 60 to 70 percent of adults—that
is, words known to many high school graduates and most college graduates. By the end of
Level 5 you will have raised your vocabulary to about the 75th percentile—the top quarter of
all educated adults. By the end of Level 8 your vocabulary will have surpassed that of most
executives and professionals, including those with advanced degrees. And when you
complete the tenth and final level you will have progressed beyond 95 percent of the entire
population. You will command an armory of words that only a handful of people in every
thousand can match.

Each level of Verbal Advantage focuses on specially selected “keywords” essential to
educated discourse. But those words constitute only a fraction of what you'll learn from this
book. Carefully study all the keyword discussions and you will learn scores of useful related
words and a plethora (PLETH-uh-ruh, great number or quantity, abundance) of challenging
synonyms and antonyms. You will also discover where the words you are learning come
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from and how their history has influenced their current meaning.

In addition to building your vocabulary, Verbal Advantage will guide you in the subtleties
of using the language properly and precisely. Each level contains interludes on commonly
misused words, commonly confused words, and commonly mispronounced words. You will
learn how to avoid various errors of grammar, diction, and pronunciation that vex even the
most educated adults. | will show you how to eliminate redundancies—flabby, repetitive
phrases—from your writing and speech, and help you heed the advice of Mark Twain, who
said, “Use the right word, and not its second cousin.” Finally, the synonym studies in the
keyword discussions will develop your ability to distinguish wisely between words of similar
meaning.

Let's return now to the link between vocabulary and success.

The theory that knowing more words can help you succeed is nothing new. Since the early
twentieth century, researchers have documented the connection between a strong
vocabulary and academic and professional success.

Professor Dean Trembly of the Testing and Counseling Center at California Polytechnic
State University, San Luis Obispo, supports the thesis that building your vocabulary
enhances your chances of success. In his book Learning to Use Your Aptitudes, Trembly
explains that “a large vocabulary is more than knowing the difficult words; it is knowing the
easier words more thoroughly and using them with greater precision.... A powerful
vocabulary gives you the facility to use the easier words more smoothly.... As with grades in
school,” writes Trembly, “money earnings are related to vocabulary. Within each occupation,
those with larger vocabularies are more likely to profit. Put a dollar sign in front of each
additional word you learn.”

Perhaps the most influential researcher to explore the connection between vocabulary
and achievement was Johnson O'Connor, founder of the Human Engineering Laboratory,
now called the Johnson O'Connor Research Foundation.

O'Connor was a Harvard-educated engineer who devoted his life to identifying and
measuring human aptitudes and studying their relationship to a knowledge of English
vocabulary. After more than twenty years of testing thousands of Americans of all ages,
occupations, and levels of education, O'Connor concluded that “an exact and extensive
vocabulary is an important concomitant of success.... Furthermore, such a vocabulary can
be acquired. It increases as long as a person remains in school or college, but without
conscious effort does not change materially thereafter.”

Margaret E. Broadley is an authority on Johnson O'Connor's work and the author of
several books on human aptitudes. In Your Natural Gifts she explains how, as far back as
the 1930s, O'Connor's Human Engineering Laboratory discovered, as Broadley puts it, “a
close relationship between a large, precise knowledge of English words and achievement in
life.”

“Worldly success, earnings and management status,” writes Broadley, “correlated with
vocabulary scores. In follow-up studies of persons tested as much as twenty or thirty years
ago, a limited vocabulary is proving an important factor in holding men and women back
from achieving the position which their aptitudes showed they should have gained.”

Broadley continues: “A low vocabulary is a serious handicap. Ambitious and energetic
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persons can push ahead in their jobs just so far, but then they reach a plateau caused by low
vocabulary. They never advance. And while youthful zest and high aptitudes can enable us to
forge ahead despite low vocabulary, when we become mature the world expects us to know
something and we are judged on knowledge rather than our possibilities. The world doesn't
see our aptitudes, but it pays for knowledge because that can be seen.”

Broadley then gets down to the nitty-gritty. “Studies show that at middle-age the
low-vocabulary persons are stuck in routine jobs. Furthermore, when big companies have
their shakedowns and mergers, too often the low-vocabulary persons find themselves out on
the street. Too often they place the blame on prejudice, inside politics, and personal
antagonism when the truth can be traced to low vocabulary....

“Only about 3,500 words separate the high vocabulary person from the low,” Broadley
concludes. “Yet these 3,500 words can mean the difference between success and failure.”

It is worth noting here that company presidents and upper-level business executives have
consistently achieved the highest scores in the vocabulary tests administered by the
Johnson O'Connor Research Foundation. As a group, executives score better than editors,
writers, college professors, scientists, doctors, lawyers, psychologists, architects, and
engineers—all high- vocabulary occupations.

The foundation's researchers are not quite sure what to make of that finding, but they do
know one thing: If you wish to succeed in your career, your vocabulary level must at least
equal the average level of the members of your profession. If you wish to excel, your
vocabulary must surpass that of your colleagues.

As Johnson O'Connor said, “Words are the instruments of thought by which men and
women grasp the thoughts of others, and with which they do most of their thinking.”

To paraphrase that: Words are the tools of thought, and it follows that if your tools aren't
the sharpest ones in the shed, you can't expect to have an edge in the struggle for success.

There is one other point about vocabulary and success that | would like to clarify before
we go any further. Researchers and language experts have known for many years that
vocabulary is the key to success, but what does that really mean? It is true that various
studies have shown that, particularly among business executives, English vocabulary level
often correlates with salary level. However, there are many wealthy people who have low
vocabularies and lack ability with language, just as there are many people who earn modest
salaries but who have excellent vocabularies and a wide knowledge of the world.

The point is, if your only ambition in life is to make wads of money, there are ways to do
that without building your vocabulary. Therefore it is important that you do not equate
building a large vocabulary only with padding your bank balance and diversifying your stock
portfolio. Vocabulary is the key to success, but wealth is not the only yardstick of success.

What | am talking about is a definition of success that encompasses more than salaries
and investments. What | am talking about is your career—what you do and how well you do it
—and also your personal development—how you can make the most of your natural abilities
and achieve your goals in life. That is where a powerful vocabulary can help you. That is
where knowing the precise meanings of many words gives you an invaluable advantage—a
Verbal Advantage.

What it boils down to can be expressed in two words: career satisfaction.

Building a powerful vocabulary can help you advance your career, because as you
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improve your skill with language you will become a better speaker, a better writer, a better
reader, and a better listener. And if you are all of those things, then you probably will be a
more successful person.

I would be remiss in my duty as your instructor and guide if | neglected to underscore the fact
that building your vocabulary takes time and dedication. True and lasting knowledge is not
acquired overnight. That's why most of us spend the first quarter of our lives in school,
presumably learning to be intelligent, productive members of society.

Verbal Advantage will boost your vocabulary and enhance your verbal skills, but
remember that your verbal development did not start with this book and it should not end
with it. Think of this program as the beginning of a lifelong process of self-education; or, if
you like, think of yourself as an athlete—an intellectual athlete—embarking on a challenging
conditioning program for your mind.

Verbal Advantage will give you the tools and show you how to use them, but it's up to you
to decide what to build with those tools, and the responsibility for keeping them clean and
sharp ultimately lies with you.

Therefore you will get the most out of this book if you follow the three R's of verbal
development: routine, repetition, and review,

Effective vocabulary building begins with establishing a routine and sticking to it. You
should read Verbal Advantage for a set amount of time every day, preferably at least thirty
minutes. If you currently watch an hour or more of television each day, why not cut a half-hour
out of that time and devote it to something more productive: reading this book. However you
decide to work it into your day, for best results you should make Verbal Advantage a regular
part of your schedule.

As the saying goes, practice makes perfect, and when it comes to building your
vocabulary, repetition and review are essential if you wish to retain the words you learn. You
will make best use of this book if you go over the material a second time—and even a third
time as the words get more difficult—before forging ahead.

| also recommend that when you finish each level in the program you review the entire
level in one or two sessions, focusing your attention on the words and concepts you had
trouble remembering when you read the material the first time.

Although reviewing will be your responsibility, | have incorporated regular review sections
into the program to help reinforce your comprehension.

After every ten keyword discussions there is a brief, informal quiz designed to fix in your
mind the words you've just learned. When you take these quizzes, keep track of how many
correct and incorrect answers you make, and which words are most challenging for you.

If you get some answers wrong the first time around, don't worry about it. Mistakes and
missteps are a natural part of learning. However, if you're reviewing the material and you
miss three or more answers in a quiz, you should go back and read all ten keyword
discussions again.

To help you further gauge your progress, | have also included a review test for each level
of Verbal Advantage. Here you will find questions pertaining to all the additional information
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in the program—including synonyms, antonyms, related words, and word origins, along with
advice on usage, pronunciation, and using a dictionary. After you have read and reviewed a
level and mastered its keyword quizzes, take the review test before moving ahead.

One last thing to remember: Don't rush. Take your time. The Johnson O'Connor Research
Foundation has found that when you engage in a conscientious study of vocabulary, your
rate of improvement is “related less to how fast you cover the material and more to how
thoroughly you study the material step-by-step in order of difficulty.”

One word of caution: If you're the eager-beaver type, you may be tempted to skip around
or jump ahead. That is your prerogative, but | do not recommend taking any shortcuts. In the
long run you will only shortchange yourself. To get the full benefit of the Verbal Advantage
program, | urge you to start at the beginning and read straight through to the end.

Keep in mind that this is a graduated vocabulary-building program designed to improve
your knowledge of words step by step in the most effective way possible. Although you may
know some of the keywords in the early levels, right from the start the discussions cover
many more difficult synonyms and related words.

Also, Verbal Advantage contains a great deal of information about language that anyone,
at any level, will find useful. As the vocabulary-building experts Maxwell Nurnberg and Morris
Rosenblum once put it, “You learn more words by learning more about words.” That's exactly
what Verbal Advantage is designed to do: build your vocabulary by teaching you a lot more
about words than just their definitions.

To sum up: | encourage you to read this book for a set amount of time each day, read it
straight through, and always review what you've learned before moving on. By the time you
finish | think you'll agree that Verbal Advantage is a challenging program designed for
people who are committed to improving their vocabularies and serious about translating
their verbal skills into personal success.

Are you ready to begin your journey toward a more powerful and precise command of the
English language?

Let's go. I'l be with you all the way.
1 clarity (KLAR-i-tee) clearness, state of being clear to the eye or to the understanding
2 malady (MAL-uh-dee) ailment, sickness, disorder
3 aspire (uh-SPY-ur) to strive to achieve, seek ambitiously

4 avid (AV-id) enthusiastic, eager, dedicated
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Level 1

Word 1: pararrrase (PAR-uh-frayz)

To restate, put what someone else has expressed into different words.

The noun a paraphrase is a restatement of a text or passage to give the
sense of the original in fuller terms. The verb to paraphrase means to
restate something, giving the meaning in another form.

To quote and to paraphrase are sharply distinguished. To quote is to use
or repeat the words of someone else, giving acknowledgment to the
source. To paraphrase is to restate in different words what someone else
has said or written.

Word 2: ostensisLe (ah-STEN-si-bul)

Apparent, appearing or seeming to be true, professed or declared as true
without being demonstrated or proved.

More difficult synonyms of ostensible include plausible (PLAW-zi-bul)
and specious (SPEE-shus). Specious, however, has the negative
suggestion of using deception to make something false appear true. A
specious argument is one that looks good on the surface but is flawed
underneath.

Ostensible is often used in opposition to real or actual. An ostensible
motive is not necessarily a real motive; an ostensible advantage is not
necessarily an actual advantage. Ostensible means apparent, stated as
true but not necessarily proved.

Word 3: oicress (di-GRES or dy-GRES)

To wander, stray from the point, ramble, deviate, go off in another direction.

Digress comes from the Latin digressus, which comes in turn from the
prefix dis-, apart, and gradi, to go, walk, step. Digress means literally to go
apart, walk away. From the same Latin source come ingress (IN-gres), the
place you walk in, the entrance; and egress (EE-gres), the place you walk
out, the exit.
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Digress once was used of a physical wandering or turning aside, but that
sense is now archaic (ahr-KAY-ik), which means old-fashioned. Today we
do not say, “She turned right and digressed down Main Street.” Instead,
digress is used of speaking or writing that departs from the main point or
subject at hand and wanders off in another direction: “In a business report
or an oral presentation, it's important to stick to the facts and not digress”;
“If she hadn't digressed so much, her lecture would have been more
interesting.”

The corresponding noun is digression (di-GRESH-un or dy-GRESH-un):
“The old man's story was full of humorous digressions.”

Word 4: uncanny (uhn-KAN-ee)

Eerie, strange, weird, mysterious: “an uncanny experience.”

Uncanny may refer to something that is strange in an unnatural or
unearthly way, something whose strangeness is unsettling or even
frightening.

Uncanny may also be used to mean beyond what is normal or expected,
strange in a remarkable or marvelous way, as “an uncanny resemblance,”
or “uncanny ability.”

Word 5: canoor (KAN-dur)

Frankness, openness, sincere expression.

Synonyms include straightforwardness, outspokenness, forthrightness,
and ingenuousness. Candor is the noun; the adjective is candid, frank,
open, sincere.

The candid person expresses his or her thoughts frankly and openly, with
no hesitation. The forthright person speaks directly to the point, plainly and
sometimes bluntly, in a no-nonsense manner. The ingenuous
(in-JEN-yoo-us) person speaks honestly and sincerely, with no hint of
evasiveness or deception.

Word 6: morose (Muh-ROHS)

Gloomy, moody, glum, grumpy, ill-tempered, depressed. “After weeks of
futile job-hunting, he became morose.”

More difficult synonyms of morose include dolorous (DOH-luh-rus), which
means mournful, full of sadness; lugubrious (luh-GOO-bree-us), which
means extremely gloomy or dismal; and saturnine (SAT-ur-nyn), which
means having a bitter disposition or sour outlook on life.
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Antonyms—words opposite in meaning—include optimistic, jovial
(JOH-vee-ul), and sanguine (SANG-gwin), which means having a cheerful,
confident outlook on life.

Sullen (SUHL-in) and morose are close in meaning. When you refuse to
speak or associate with people because you're in a bad mood, you are
being sullen. When you are depressed and silent because you are feeling
bitter or resentful, you are morose. Merriam-Webster's Collegiate
Dictionary, tenth edition, says that morose suggests “bitterness or
misanthropy.” Misanthropy (mis-AN-thruh-pee) is hatred of humankind, a
spiteful or pessimistic attitude about the human race. Moroseness is
ill-tempered, bitter gloominess.

Word 7: aperr (Uuh-DEPT)
Skilled.

Synonyms include handy, clever, able, deft, expert, adroit, dexterous
(DEK-strus, also DEK-stur-us), and proficient (pruh-FISH-int, not proh-).

Adept comes from the Latin adeptus, an alchemist who has learned how
to do the impossible—change base metals into gold. The noun an adept
(AD-ept) means a highly skilled person, an expert. The adjective adept
means skilled, dexterous, proficient: “He was adept at managing his
investments, and they always turned a handsome profit.”

Word 8: saturaten (SACH-uh-RAY-tid)

Soaked, thoroughly wet, full of moisture.

Synonyms include drenched, steeped, permeated (PUR-mee-AY-tid),
impregnated, imbued (im-BYOOD), and sodden (SAHD-'n).

Sodden may mean heavy with moisture, soggy, or dull, stupefied,
expressionless, as from drinking too much liquor. To saturate means to
soak or wet thoroughly, either literally, as in “My french fries are saturated
with oil,” or figuratively: “The company saturated the media with ads for its
new product.” Saturation is the corresponding noun.

Word 9: pracmatic (prag-MAT-ik)

Practical, having to do with actual practice, concerned with everyday affairs
as opposed to theory or speculation.

Pragmatic comes from the Latin pragmaticus, which means skilled in
business or law. The lawyer is concerned with evidence and proof; the
businessperson is concerned with facts and figures. Both have little time
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for idle speculation or harebrained schemes. Both must be pragmatic,
concerned with practical, everyday affairs.

Word 10: concenar (kun-JEE-nee-ul)

Sympathetic, agreeable, compatible, kindred, harmonious, having the same
taste, nature, or temperament.

Congenial persons have similar or sympathetic tastes, interests, or
personalities. Congenial things agree, go well together.

Antonyms, or opposites, of congenial are alien, dissident (DIS-uh-dint),
and incongruous (in-KAHNG-groo-us).

OO ©

Let's review the ten keywords you've just learned. Consider the following
questions and decide whether the correct answer is yes or no. Answers
appear on page 22.

1. When you paraphrase something, can you change the wording?
2. |s an ostensible reason always a true reason?

3. Would someone who speaks with candor be likely to digress?
4

. Would seeing a UFO or finding a million dollars in the street be
an uncanny experience?

Can you describe a morose person as congenial?

W

6. Does an adept worker do a job well?

7. Would a pragmatic person be likely to make a business
decision based on a hunch?

8. Can the market ever be saturated with competing products?
R C

Here are the next ten keywords in Level One:

Word 11: carricious (kuh-PRISH-us)

Unpredictable, tending to change abruptly for no apparent or logical reason.

Synonyms of capricious include flighty, changeable, impulsive, and
fickle. More difficult synonyms include erratic, whimsical (W(H)IM-zi-kul),
volatile (VAHL-uh-tul), and mercurial (mur-KYUR-ee-ul).

A caprice (kuh-PREES) is a sudden change of mind or change in the
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emotions. A person or a thing that is capricious is subject to caprices—to
abrupt, unpredictable changes: “He's so capricious, his mood changes with
the wind”; “New England has a capricious climate”; “The stock market is
notoriously capricious.”

Did you notice that my recommended pronunciation for capricious is
kuh-PRISH-us, the second syllable rhyming with wish? You will hear
educated speakers say kuh-PREE-shus, a pronunciation based on the
corresponding noun caprice (kuh-PREES). This variant has been
recognized by American dictionaries since the 1960s. But authorities have
preferred kuh-PRISH-us since the 18th century, when pronunciation was
first recorded. Current American dictionaries list kuh-PRISH-us first, and it
is the only pronunciation in the Oxford English Dictionary. Have you ever
heard anyone put an E in the middle of suspicious, judicious, or avaricious
? Rhyme capricious with delicious.

Word 12: siatant (BLAYT-"nt)

Noisy, disagreeably or offensively loud, boisterous, clamorous: “the blatant
sound of horns honking in heavy traffic.”

Blatant is also used to mean sticking out in a glaring way, obtrusive,
flagrant, as in “a blatant lie,” “a blatant error,” “a blatant attempt to impress
the boss.”

LL 1]

In either sense, blatant suggests something conspicuous and
disagreeable.

Word 13: osicatory (Uh-BLIG-uh-tor-ee)

Required, necessary, binding, mandatory.

Obligatory duties are those you must perform to fulfill an obligation or
responsibility. Doing miscellaneous paperwork is an obligatory function of
the clerical worker.

Do not pronounce the initial o in obligatory like the o in open. Pronounce
it like the a in above.

Word 14: necLiciBLE (NEG-Ii-ji-buI)

Unimportant, trifling, of little consequence.

That which is negligible can be neglected. A negligible concern can be
disregarded; it is so trivial and insignificant that it warrants little or no
attention.

Word 15: apamant (AD-uh-mint)
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Unyielding, immovable, inflexible, refusing to give in, unshakable,
unrelenting, implacable. “She was adamant in her opposition to the plan.”

The adjective adamant comes from the noun adamant, which refers to a
hard substance or stone, such as a diamond, that in ancient times was
believed to be unbreakable. There is an old word adamantine (AD-uh-MAN
-tin), still listed in current dictionaries but not often used; it means like
adamant, very hard, unbreakable. The adjective adamant, which has
replaced adamantine in current usage, means hard in the sense of
inflexible, immovable, unyielding.

Word 16: sroranic (spuh-RAD-ik or spor-AD-ik)
Occasional, infrequent, irregular, not constant, happening from time to time,
occurring in a scattered or random way.

A business venture may have sporadic success. A gambler's luck may
be sporadic. Sporadic crimes are crimes scattered throughout a city or
neighborhood. Sporadic outbreaks of a disease in the population are
occasional, isolated outbreaks.

Antonyms of sporadic include constant, incessant (in-SES-int), and
unremitting.

Word 17: vancuaro (VAN-gahrd)

The forefront of an action or movement, leading position or persons in a
movement: “They were in the vanguard of the war on poverty.”

In its strict military sense, vanguard means the troops moving at the head
of an army, the part of the army that goes ahead of the main body, an
advance guard.

Word 18: concur (kun-KUR)

To agree, be in accord with, unite in opinion.

Concur comes from the Latin con-, together, and currere, to run, flow,
and means literally to run or flow together, go along with. That derivation has
led to three slightly different meanings of the word.

First, concur may be used to mean to act together, combine in having an
effect, as “Time and chance concurred in our success.”

Second, concur may be used to mean happen together, occur at the
same time, coincide, as “His pay raise concurred with his promotion.”

The third and most common meaning of concur is to agree, as “Your
story concurs with theirs”; “We concurred on almost every point of
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negotiation.”

Word 19: precociousness (pruh-KOH-shus-nis)

Early development or maturity, especially in mental ability.

The noun precociousness and the adjective precocious come from the
Latin praecox, which means premature, or literally, “ripening before its
time.” Precocious is most often used of children whose intellectual or
emotional development is unusually advanced. Precociousness, early
development, is the opposite of retardation, slowness in development.

Word 20: aoor (uh-LOOF)

Apart, at a distance, removed, withdrawn, not wishing to speak or associate
with others.

The aloof person is emotionally reserved and keeps a cool distance from
others. Aloofness means reluctance to get involved or take an interest in
something.

Synonyms of aloof include unsympathetic, unapproachable, standoffish
, and indifferent.

OO ©

Let's review the ten keywords you've just learned. Consider the following
statements and decide whether each one is true or false. Answers appear
on page 23.

1. The capricious person is always predictable.

2. A blatant attempt is quiet and inconspicuous.

W

When attendance at a company function is obligatory, that
means you have to go whether you want to or not.

Something negligible can be disregarded.
An adamant person refuses to compromise.

Something sporadic occurs at regular intervals.

NS Bk

If you take the lead on an important project, you are in the
vanguard.

*®

When two people concur, they argue or disagree.

9. Precociousness in a child may be a sign of above-average
intelligence.
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10.An aloof person is unwilling to associate with others.
& O Q
Let's proceed to the next ten keywords in Level 1.

Word 21: creep (rhymes with need)

Belief, professed faith or opinion, especially a system of religious belief.
Synonyms include doctrine and dogma.

In the United States it is illegal to discriminate against someone based on
race or creed, belief.

Creed comes from the Latin credo, “I believe,” the source of the English
word credo (KREE-doh or, like the Latin, KRAY-doh). A credo is a declared
set of beliefs or opinions.

Credo and creed are synonymous. Credo is the more learned (LUR-nid)
word, usually reserved for a formal declaration of belief. Creed is used
more generally of any professed faith or opinion.

The Latin credo is also the source of incredible, not believable, credible,
believable, and credulous (KREJ-uh-lus). Credulous means inclined to
believe, willing to accept something as true without questioning. Credulous
and gullible are synonymous. To a credulous person, even the most
outrageous tall tales seem credible.

Word 22: rawory (TAW-dree, rhymes with Audrey)

Cheap and showy, gaudy, garish, sleazy.

Legend has it that tawdry comes from the phrase “tawdry lace,” a
corruption of “Saint Audrey lace,” a type of lace sold at Saint Audrey's fair
in England. Apparently the lace was of inferior quality, thus over time the
word tawdry came to mean cheap and showy. Today the word may be
used both literally and figuratively. A person may wear tawdry clothing or
have a tawdry reputation.

Word 23: reevisn (PEE-vish)

Irritable, cross, complaining, fretful, ill-humored and impatient, difficult to
please.

There are peevish moods, peevish remarks, and peevish looks. A peeve
is something that irritates or annoys: “Her pet peeve is a wet towel left on
the bed.” Peevish means irritable, ill-humored, full of complaints.
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Word 24: arouous (AHR-joo-us)

Very difficult, hard to achieve or accomplish, requiring great effort.
“‘Compiling the annual report is an arduous task.” “Raising children is an
arduous responsibility.”

Synonyms of arduous include strenuous, laborious, and toilsome.

Word 25: personasie (PUR-suh-nuh-buul)

Attractive, pleasing in appearance, handsome, comely, fair, presentable.

In recent years, personable has come to be used to mean having a nice
personality. You should avoid using the word in that way. The words
sociable, affable, and amiable already suggest people who are friendly,
pleasant, and approachable. There is no need for personable to take over
this sense. An awkward or unbecoming person, no matter how friendly and
pleasant, cannot correctly be personable. Reserve personable for
someone who is either attractive in appearance or attractive both in
appearance and personality.

Word 26: resorute (REZ-uh-loot)

Firmly determined or settled, resolved, having a set opinion or purpose,
steadfast, unwavering, persevering.

Resolute comes from the Latin resolvere, the source also of the verb to
resolve, which means to decide, determine, settle once and for all: “After
much debate, the board of directors resolved to go ahead with the five-year
plan.” “The lawyers tried to resolve the case out of court.” Resolute means
resolved in one's opinion or purpose: “He was resolute about earning a
master's degree and starting a successful business.”

Antonyms of resolute include irresolute, unsteady, and vacillating
(VAS-i-lay-ting).

Word 27: surrosition (SUHP-uh-ZISH-in)

An assumption, theory, hypothesis.

To suppose means to assume as true, put something forward for
consideration. A supposition is something supposed, an idea put forward
for consideration.

A hypothesis (hy-PAHTH-uh-sis), a conjecture (kun-JEK-chur), and a
supposition are all assumptions or theories.

A hypothesis is a preliminary or incomplete theory based on insufficient
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evidence: “There are conflicting hypotheses about the origin of the
universe.” (The plural, hypotheses, is pronounced hy-PAHTH-uh-seez.)

A conjecture is an assumption based on so little evidence that it is merely
an educated guess: “Every week we hear different conjectures about
trends in the stock market.”

A supposition may be based on ample evidence or no evidence at all,
and may be either sensible or irrational: “His suppositions about the
company's financial condition proved consistent with the facts.”

Word 28: arerrary (AHR-bi-TRAIR-ee or -TRER-ee)

Unreasoned, based on personal feelings or preferences rather than on
reason, logic, or law: “An arbitrary price for a product is not necessarily a

M, G

fair price”; “His arbitrary decisions have cost the company a lot of money.”

Arbitrary comes from the same Latin source as the words arbiter
(AHR-bi-tur) and arbitrator (AHR-bi-TRAY-tur). Arbiter and arbitrator both
mean a judge or umpire who makes a final decision or resolves a dispute.
Arbitrary means making discretionary judgments or decisions that may or
may not be fair or reasonable.

Arbitrary has two other useful meanings. It may mean determined or
arrived at in a random or illogical manner. For example, the arrangement of
furniture in a room may be arbitrary, without an evident theme or pattern;
arbitrary decisions are arrived at in a hasty, haphazard way. Arbitrary may
also mean exercising unrestrained or absolute power: an arbitrary
government has no regard for individual liberty.

Word 29: wonotonous (Muh-NAHT-uh-nus)

Lacking variety, tediously uniform, unvarying and dull.

Monotonous means literally having one continuous sound or tone. It
combines the word tone with the prefix mono-, one, single. The prefix
mono- appears in many English words, including monogamy
(muh-NAHG-uh-mee), marriage to one person; monocle (MAHN-uh-kul), a
single eyeglass; and monogram (MAHN-uh-gram), two or more letters
woven into one.

That which is monotonous is boring because it lacks variety. A
monotonous speaker says the same thing again and again in the same tone
of voice. Monotonous music is dull and repetitive. A monotonous job is one
where the routine never changes. The corresponding noun is monotony
(muh-NAHT’n-ee), a tedious lack of variety.
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Word 30: Lecacy (LEG-uh-see)

Something handed down from the past, an inheritance.

Legacy may be used in two ways. It may mean a gift of money or
property provided by a will, an inheritance, bequest: “Her wealthy uncle left
her a generous legacy.” It may also mean anything inherited or passed
down through time: “The cultural legacy of ancient Greece and Rome has
shaped Western civilization.”

O © @

Let's review the ten keywords you've just learned.

This time we're going to play the synonym-antonym game: Decide if the
pairs of words below are synonyms—words with the same or almost the
same meaning (beautiful and lovely)—or antonyms, words opposite in
meaning (love and hate). Answers appear on page 23.

1. creed and faith are...synonyms or antonyms?
tawdry and elegant are...

fretful and peevish are...

strenuous and arduous are...

personable and unbecoming are...

resolute and wavering are...

hypothesis and supposition are...

arbitrary and rational are...

A S A R e

varied and monotonous are...

10./egacy and bequest are...
& O @

Let's take a break from the keyword lessons and look at a few commonly
mispronounced words and redundancies (ri-DUHN-din-seez), repetitive
phrases.

If your business has anything to do with real estate, or if you ever do
business with a real-estate broker, there is one word you should be careful
to pronounce correctly: Realtor (which usually has a capital R because it is
a trademark).

How do you pronounce this word?
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The correct pronunciation is REE-ul-tur. The mispronunciation, which is
very common even among Realtors themselves, is REE-luh-tur. Most
dictionaries do not recognize the pronunciation REE-luh-tur; the few that do
label it “nonstandard” or “unacceptable to many.” If you now mispronounce
this word, it's not hard to correct the error once you train your ear to
discriminate between the right and wrong pronunciations. REE-luh-tur puts
the sound of the | before the a, as though the word were spelled
r-e-lI-a-t-o-r. The proper pronunciation sounds like the word real plus the tur-
in turnip.

You should also take care to pronounce the word realty correctly. Don't
stick the / sound where it doesn't belong and say REE-luh-tee. The word
should be pronounced like real plus tea. For practice, try repeating this
sentence: “A Realtor sells realty.”

Now let's expose some of the many redundancies that clutter our writing
and speech.

When referring to the size, height, length, or width of something, it is not
necessary to use these words. Don't say big in size, small in size, large in
size, or little in size. Don't say tall in height or short in height, short or long in
length, or wide or skinny in width. Those are all redundancies. Just say
something is big, small, large, little, tall, short, long, wide, or slender, and
leave it at that.

Getting rid of redundancy—or verbiage (pronounce it with three syllables,
VUR-bee-ij)—in your speech and writing is like going on a diet. It takes
some work to stick to it, but when you shed those unwanted pounds, or
unnecessary words, you feel better and look better.

Now let's return to the vocabulary for ten more keywords.

Word 31: maniroro (MAN-i-fohid)

Numerous and varied, consisting of many kinds, containing many elements,
features, or characteristics: a large company with manifold operations and
divisions; a challenging executive position with manifold responsibilities.

Manifold may sound like a fancy substitute for many, but it's not. While
many simply means much, a lot, manifold emphasizes variety, diversity. If
your job has manifold duties then the things you do are both numerous and
varied.

Equally difficult synonyms of manifold are multifarious (MUHL-ti-FAIR
-ee-us) and multitudinous (MUHL-ti-T(Y)OO-di-nus). Both manifold and
multifarious mean having great variety or diversity: The human race is
multifarious, and human nature is even more complex and manifold.
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Multitudinous means containing a multitude, consisting of a great number
of persons or things: “After his promotion to management, Bob was
sometimes overwhelmed by mountains of paperwork and multitudinous
administrative chores.”

Word 32: puant (PLY-int)

Bending easily, flexible, adaptable, workable.

Pliant comes from the French plier, to bend, the same source as pliers,
the tool commonly used for bending or manipulating wires or metal pieces.

Pliant, pliable, and supple all mean bending or moving easily. Pliant and
pliable usually refer to objects that are easily workable. Supple may apply
to material things or to a human body that is flexible and limber.

Word 33: retorr (ri-TORT)

A quick reply, especially one that is cutting or witty.

A retort and a rejoinder are similar in meaning but not quite synonymous.
Rejoinder may be used generally to mean any answer or response, but
specifically it means a counterreply, an answer to a reply. A retort is a swift,
pointed response.

Retort comes from the prefix re-, back, and the Latin forquere, to twist,
turn, and means literally “something turned back.” In its most precise
sense, a retort is a quick reply that counters or turns back a statement or
argument: “Phil's clever retorts kept his opponent on the defensive.”

Word 34: osstinate (AHB-sti-nit)

Stubborn, inflexible, unwilling to give in or compromise, not yielding to
argument or persuasion.

The obstinate person stubbornly adheres to a purpose or opinion, often
regardless of the consequences: “First we reasoned with him, then we
pleaded with him, but no matter what we said he remained obstinate and
determined to have his way.”

Obstinate is sometimes mispronounced as if it were spelled obstinant,
with an n slipped in before the final t. Take care to spell and pronounce this
word correctly.

Synonyms of obstinate include hidebound, intractable, intransigent, and
adamant (word 15 of Level 1).

Word 35: iacerate (LAS-uh-rayt)
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To tear, cut roughly, rend, mangle: “The sharp thorn lacerated his thumb.”

Lacerate may also be used figuratively to mean to wound, afflict, cause
pain: “Her husband's vicious retort lacerated her pride and made her burst
into tears.”

Word 36: ownirotent (@ahm-NIP-uh-tint)

All-powerful, almighty, having unlimited power or authority.

Omnipotent is formed from the word potent, powerful, and the combining
form omni-, all. Whenever you see omni- in a word you have a good clue to
its meaning, for you know that half the word means “all.”

For example, omnidirectional (AHM-nee-di-REK-shi-nul) means
all-directional, as an omnidirectional microphone, one that picks up signals
from all directions. Omnipresent (AHM-ni-PREZ-int) means all-present,
present everywhere at once. Omniscient (ahm-NISH-int) means
all-knowing, having universal knowledge. Omnivorous (ahm-NIV-uh-rus)
means eating all kinds of food or taking in everything: “She is an avid reader
with an omnivorous mind.” Our keyword, omnipotent, means all-powerful,
almighty.

Word 37: unscrupurous (Uhn-SKROO-pyuh-lus)

Untrustworthy, dishonorable, deceitful, corrupt, lacking integrity or moral
principles: “The commission issued a report on unscrupulous business
practices in the industry.”

A scruple is something that causes hesitation or doubt in determining
what is appropriate and proper. Scrupulous means having scruples; hence,
taking pains to do something exactly right. The scrupulous person is
precise, careful, and honest. Unscrupulous means without scruples;
hence, untrustworthy, unreliable, deceitful, and corrupt. Unscrupulous
people will do almost anything, no matter how dishonorable, to get what
they want.

Word 38: renassance (ren-uh-SAHNS or REN-uh-sahns)

A revival, rebirth, resurgence, renewal of life or vigor.

The Renaissance was a revival of classical forms and motifs in art,
architecture, literature, and scholarship that began in ltaly in the fourteenth
century, spread throughout Europe, and continued into the seventeenth
century. Historically, the Renaissance marked the end of the medieval era
and the beginning of the modern world.

The word renaissance comes from a French verb meaning to be born
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again. When spelled with a small or lowercase r, renaissance may refer to
any renewal or resurgence of life, energy, or productivity. Many types of
renaissance are possible: a cultural renaissance, a moral renaissance, a
spiritual renaissance, and even a renaissance in the economy. A
renaissance is a revival, rebirth, resurgence.

Word 39: cenesis (JEN-uh-sis)

A coming into being, beginning, origin, birth, creation.

The first book of the Judeo-Christian Bible is called Genesis because it
describes God's creation, the origin of the universe and humankind. In
current usage genesis may refer in a general sense to any creation or
process of coming into being: the genesis of an idea; the genesis of a work
of art; the genesis of an important social movement; the genesis of a
distinguished career.

Word 40: warrant (WAHR-int)

To justify, give good reason for, authorize, sanction: the circumstances do
not warrant such extraordinary measures; the evidence warrants further
investigation; these safety procedures are warranted (WAHR-in-tid) by
company regulations.

Warrant may also mean to guarantee, promise, give formal assurance of:
the Postal Service will not warrant delivery on a specific day; the
manufacturer warrants the safety of the product.

The adjective unwarranted means without good reason or authorization,
unjustifiable: the U.S. Constitution protects citizens against unwarranted
search and seizure; people resent unwarranted government interference in
private enterprise.

O O @

Let's review the ten words you've just learned.

This time we're going to play a version of the Sesame Street game “One
of These Things Is Not Like the Others” called “One of These Definitions
Doesn't Fit the Word.”

In each statement below, a word is followed by three apparent—or
ostensible—synonyms. Two of the three words or phrases are true
synonyms; one is unrelated in meaning. Which ostensible synonym doesn't
fit the word? Answers appear on page 24.

1. Manifold means complicated, numerous, varied.
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Pliant means flexible, supple, graceful.

Retort means a reply, comment, response.

Obstinate means nasty, stubborn, uncompromising.
Lacerate means to disrupt, mangle, tear.

Omnipotent means all-powerful, almighty, all-knowing.
Unscrupulous means selfish, untrustworthy, corrupt.

Renaissance means revival, reevaluation, rebirth.

A S A N L T

Genesis means creation, origin, completion.
10.Warrant means to justify, guarantee, obligate.

Now let's learn the final ten keywords in Level 1.

OO @

Word 41: cantankerous (kan-TANGK-uh-rus)

Difficult to deal with, disagreeable, argumentative, quick to quarrel or to
exhibit ill will.

A cantankerous old man is ill-tempered and disagreeable. Cantankerous
relatives are argumentative and hard to get along with.

Cantankerous comes from a Middle English word meaning strife,
contention.  Synonyms  of  cantankerous include  contentious
(kun-TEN-shus), which means quarrelsome, prone to argue or dispute;
malicious, which means mean-spirited, nasty, spiteful; and irascible
(i-RAS-uh-bul), which means quick-tempered, easily angered, extremely
irritable.

Word 42: rureant (FLIP-"nt)

Disrespectful in a frivolous way, treating something serious in a trivial
manner.

Flippant refers to speech or writing that trivializes or makes fun of
something that deserves respect. Flippant language is inappropriately
lighthearted or disrespectful: “Everyone at the meeting gasped when Harry
made a flippant remark about the board of directors.”

Although flippant expression generally causes dismay or offense,
occasionally it may be humorous, depending on your point of view. For
example, many talk show hosts today are adept at making flippant
comments to dismiss guests or callers with opposing points of view.
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Synonyms of flippant include cheeky, fresh, thoughtless, and
impertinent. Antonyms include solemn, sober, sedate, and grave.

Word 43: sussucate (SUHB-juh-gayt)

To conquer, defeat, vanquish, overwhelm completely, bring under rigid
control, make submissive, dominate, enslave.

Subjugate comes from the Latin sub-, under, and jugum, a yoke, and
means literally to place under a yoke. It is related to the noun a subject,
which in one of its senses means a person under the control of a ruler, as a
subject of the king. A subject is someone who has been subjugated, made
submissive, brought under control, enslaved.

The words defeat, conquer, and subjugate are generally synonymous but
are used in slightly different ways. Defeat suggests winning or beating an
opponent in a single engagement; you can defeat a person in an argument,
a contest, a game, or a fight. Conquer suggests achieving a final victory or
gaining complete control over an opponent after a series of contests: “After
a long and arduous campaign, Caesar conquered the Gauls.” Subjugate
adds to defeat and conquer the suggestion of domination, bringing the
vanquished opponent under complete and rigid control: “During World War
Il, Hitler conquered most of Europe and then brutally subjugated its
people.”

Subjugation need not apply only to war; it may also refer to psychological
domination. For example, you may subjugate an addiction, subjugate an
impulse, or subjugate an emotion—yoke it, make it submit to your will, bring
it under complete control.

Word 44: wry (like rye)

Twisted, crooked, lopsided, askew, distorted in an odd, amusing way.

By derivation wry means twisted, but in modern usage it has come to
imply twisted in a peculiar and often humorous manner.

A wry smile or grin is crooked, lopsided, and therefore comical. A wry
remark has a funny or sarcastic twist to it. A person with a wry sense of
humor is capable of twisting or distorting things in a laughable way.

Word 45: ursane (ur-BAYN)

Polished, sophisticated, suave, cosmopolitan.

Urbane is related to the adjective urban, pertaining to or living in a city.
Urbane suggests the polite, polished style of a sophisticated city dweller.
The word may be used either of suave, socially refined behavior or of
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expression that is polished and elegant: “Mary's stunning designer dresses
and witty, urbane conversation made her a popular guest at all the
high-society parties.”

Word 46: sarcon (JAHR-gun)

Specialized and often pretentious language; speech or writing that is highly
technical and difficult to understand.

Jargon refers especially to the specialized language or private
vocabulary used and understood only by members of a particular group or
profession. Medical jargon is the specialized vocabulary used by doctors;
computerese is the jargon or highly technical language of computer
science; legal jargon comprises the particular stock of Latin terms and
complex phraseology used by lawyers.

Jargon develops initially as a means for the members of a particular
group to communicate precisely and efficiently; its inevitable consequence,
however, is to confuse and exclude those who are not members of the
group and who are unfamiliar with the jargon. In current usage, therefore,
jargon has come to mean any pretentious speech or writing that seems
unnecessarily difficult to understand: “Savvy businesspeople know that
using a lot of professional jargon will only alienate clients.”

Word 47: prubent (PROO-dint)

Cautious, careful, planning wisely, exercising sound judgment in practical
matters.

Synonyms include discreet (di-SKREET), judicious (joo-DISH-us), and
circumspect (SUR-kum-spekt).

Prudent may also mean spending carefully, using one's resources wisely.
Synonyms of prudent in this sense include thrifty, economical, and frugal.

Prudent and circumspect both refer to people who proceed cautiously.
Circumspect comes from the Latin circum-, around, and specere, to 00k,
observe. The circumspect person looks around carefully to make sure that
no unforseen circumstance will frustrate a plan of action. Prudent comes
from the same Latin source as the verb to provide. Prudent people are
concerned with protecting their personal interest and providing for a rainy
day. They are characterized by their sound, careful judgment in handling
practical matters, especially money.

Word 48: invioLasie (in-VY-ul-uh-bul)

Secure, safe from assault, infringement, or destruction, sacred,
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untouchable, unassailable, incorruptible.

Inviolable combines the prefix in-, not, the suffix -able, and the verb to
violate, and means literally “not able to be violated.” An inviolable peace
between nations cannot be broken or disrupted. An inviolable contract
cannot be breached, altered, or revoked. An inviolable oath or promise is
sacred, secure, incorruptible. Inviolable rights cannot be abused or taken
away; they are safe from infringement or assault. An inviolable place cannot
be violated or trespassed upon; it is safe, secure, unassailable.

Word 49: commonious (kuh-MOH-dee-us)

Spacious, having plenty of room, comfortably convenient. Synonyms of
commodious include ample and capacious (kuh-PAY-shus).

Commodious comes through French from the Latin commodus,
convenience, suitability, the source also of commode, a euphemism for
toilet that means literally “something convenient or suitable.” From the
same Latin commodus, convenience, come the verb accommodate and
the noun accommodations, sleeping quarters, lodging. If you find your
accommodations accommodating—convenient, suitable to your needs—
then chances are they are also commodious, spacious, roomy,
comfortable, and convenient.

Word 50: rroxmiry (prahk-SIM-i-tee)

Nearness, closeness, the state of being in the vicinity of something.

Proximity may be used either of persons or things to mean nearness in
place, time, or relation: the proximity of their houses; the proximity of
historic events; the proximity of two ideas. In modern society, marriage
between first cousins is forbidden because of their proximity of blood
relation. However, if you marry the girl or boy next door, it might be said that
proximity was the deciding factor.

You will often hear proximity used in the phrase “close proximity.” That is
a redundancy. Proximity means closeness, nearness; therefore “close
proximity” means “close closeness” or “near nearness.” According to the
second college edition of The American Heritage Dictionary, “the
expression close proximity says nothing that is not said by proximity
itself.”

Usage tip: Drop close and let proximity do its work alone.
& O

Let's review the ten keywords you've just learned—the last ten words in


http://www.processtext.com/abcepub.html

Level 1. This time the review word will be followed by three words or
phrases, and you decide which of those three answer choices comes
nearest the meaning of the review word. Answers appear on page 24.

1. Does cantankerous mean stubborn, disagreeable, or violent?
Does flippant mean disrespectful, outrageous, or peculiar?
Does subjugate mean to request, to calm down, or to conquer?
Does wry mean wrong, twisted, or painful?

Does urbane mean awkward, aloof, or sophisticated?

AN i

Does jargon refer to a humorous reply, a confusing remark, or a
specialized vocabulary?

7. Does prudent mean cautious and thrifty, stiff and formal, or
hasty and thoughtless?

8. Does inviolable mean secure, vague, or not allowed?
9. Does commodious mean appropriate, spacious, or friendly?
10.Does proximity mean relation, distance, or nearness?
Let's wind up Level 1 with a lighthearted look at a grave grammatical pitfall.
Lie Down and I'll Lay It on You

Failure to distinguish between the verbs to /lay and to lie is one of the most
common errors among educated adults. It is a relatively simple distinction
that is not hard to grasp, and once learned it becomes second nature.
Furthermore, those who observe the difference have the distinct advantage
of speaking properly and sounding perfectly natural at the same time. You
will never be considered affected or pretentious for using these verbs
correctly.

Now, since this /ay and lie lesson has been /aid down countless times
before, and since | would rather that you sit up and take note of what | am
saying rather than /ie down and go to sleep, | have composed an illustrative
(i-LUHS-truh-tiv) anecdote to once more give the lie to lay. (In this story,
when you see /ie and /lay used without jtalics, it's wrong.)

I would like to say | was just lying around one day, but actually | was leaving a restaurant with
some friends after laying down a generous tip. As we strolled toward our car, we passed a
man barking at his dog, which, in my experience, happens rather more often than the other
way around.

“Lay down,” the man said.

The dog sat, his tongue lolling.
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“Lay down,” said the man again, growing impatient.
The dog continued to sit, looking curiously at his master.

Overhearing this, one of my friends said, under his breath, “Maybe if you told that dog to
lie down, he might do what you want.”

“Lay down,” the dog's master bellowed, as if to silence my friend's criticism. Then,
perhaps feeling guilty for raising his voice in public, the man begged his pet softly, “Please
lay down.”

The plea fell upon large, floppy, obstinate ears.
“Why won't you lay down?” the man groaned as my friends and | climbed into our car.

The answer is, my friend was right: That dog was dead set against /lying down for a
master who didn't know how to /ay down the law with good diction. The master may be the
one blessed with the faculty of speech, but the dog was the better judge of what constitutes
correct English.

Here's the difference:

To lie means to rest, recline, be situated. You /ie on a bed, rest there,
recline on it.

To lay means to put, place, set. You /lay a book on a table, put or set it
there; you lay your head on a pillow, place it on the pillow. Whatever you
can put down you can also /ay down. You can /lay something down, but you
can't lay down, rest, recline. You can /ie down, but you can't lie something
down. That's simple, right?

Now, here's where it gets a bit tricky.

The past tense of lie is lay: “Last night | /lay in bed.” It is wrong to say that
you laid in bed, because /aid is the past tense of the verb to /ay, which
means to put, place. You wouldn't say “Last night | put in bed,” would you?
(If you laid in bed last night, you are a chicken.)

Here's how the tenses break down for the verb to lay (put, place): You lay
a book down today; you /aid it down yesterday; and you have /aid it down
anytime in the past.

Here's how the tenses break down for the verb to /ie (rest, recline): When
you're tired you lie down; when you were tired yesterday you /ay down; and
when you have been tired in the past you have lain down. (Lain is always
preceded by have or had.)

Okay, here's a pop quiz (answers appear below):
1. Which verb means to put, place, prepare?

2. Which verb means to rest, recline, be situated?
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Do you lay something down or lie it down?
On weekends do you lay or lie around the house?

Were you laying in bed last night or lying in bed?

A

Have you laid in bed before or lain in bed before?
7. Have you lain books on the sofa or have you laid them there?

Here's the final, sixty-four-thousand-dollar question: Do you lay down on a
bed or lie down on it? (Well, if you're a dog, you'd better lie down on the rug
if you know what's good for you.)

Answers:
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And with that dogged account of the distinction between /ay and lie, we
come to the end of Level 1. | hope you've enjoyed the material so far. You
may have found some of the keywords familiar, but keep going because
there are more challenging levels to come, each chock-full of useful
information on hundreds of English words.

By now you should have established your vocabulary-building routine. |
cannot overemphasize the fact that review is essential to ensure full
comprehension and retention of what you've learned. For best results, |
recommend that you spend at least one or two reading sessions going over
this entire level again before proceeding to Level 2, which begins with a
discussion of the relationship between vocabulary building and reading.

Answers to Review Quizzes for Level 1
Keywords 1-10

1. Yes. To paraphrase is to put what someone else has
expressed into different words.

2. No. Ostensible means apparent, appearing or seeming to be
true but not necessarily true.

3. No. Someone who speaks with candor, frankness, openness,
sincerity, would not be likely to digress, stray from the point,
wander away from the subject.

4. Yes, indeed. Uncanny means beyond what is normal or
expected, strange in a remarkable or unsettling way.
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5.

No. Morose and congenial suggest opposite moods. A person
who is morose, gloomy, bitterly depressed, is not likely to be
congenial, sympathetic, willing to agree or get along.

Yes. Adept means skilled, handy, proficient.

No. Pragmatic means practical, based on practice rather than
speculation.

Yes, it can. To saturate means to soak thoroughly, drench
completely, permeate, either literally or figuratively.

Keywords 11-20

1.

A i

False. Capricious means fickle, inconstant, changeable.

False. Blatant means unpleasantly noisy and conspicuous.
True. Obligatory means required, necessary, mandatory.

True. Negligible means unimportant, of little consequence.
True. Adamant means inflexible, unyielding, unwilling to give in.

False. Sporadic means occasional, irregular, happening every
now and then.

True. The vanguard is the forefront of an action or movement,
the leading position.

False. To concur is to agree, be in accord.

True. Precociousness means early development or maturity,
especially in mental ability.

10.True. Aloof means apart, at a distance, emotionally reserved

and unapproachable.

Keywords 21-30

l.

NS kA D

Synonyms. Creed means belief, especially a system of
religious belief.

Antonyms. Tawdry means cheap and showy, of inferior quality.
Synonyms. Peevish means irritable, cross, complaining.
Synonyms. Arduous means difficult, hard to accomplish.
Antonyms. Personable means attractive.

Antonyms. Resolute means unwavering, determined, resolved.

Synonyms. A supposition is an assumption, theory, idea put
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forward for consideration.

8. Antonyms. Arbitrary means unreasoned, based on personal
feelings or preferences rather than on reason, logic, or law.

9. Antonyms. Monotonous means lacking variety, unvarying,
uniform and dull.

10.Synonyms. A bequest is a gift made through a will; a legacy is
an inheritance, something handed down from the past.

Keywords 31-40
1. Complicated doesn't fit. Manifold means numerous and varied.

2. Graceful doesn't fit. Pliant means bending easily, flexible,
supple.

3. Comment doesn't fit. A retort is a quick reply, especially one
that is cutting or witty.

4. Nasty doesn't fit. Obstinate means stubborn, uncompromising.
5. Disrupt doesn't fit. Lacerate means to tear, mangle, wound.

6. All-knowing doesn't fit; omniscient means all-knowing.
Omnipotent means all-powerful, having unlimited power.

7. Selfish doesn't fit. A selfish person may or may not be
unscrupulous, untrustworthy, unreliable, dishonest, corrupt.

8. Reevaluation doesn't fit. Renaissance means rebirth, revival,
resurgence.

9. Completion doesn't fit. The genesis of something is its
creation, beginning, origin, process of coming into being.

10.Obligate doesn't fit. To warrant means to justify, authorize, or
guarantee.

Keywords 41-50

1. Cantankerous means disagreeable, argumentative, difficult to
deal with.

2. Flippant means disrespectful in a frivolous way, treating
something serious in a trivial manner.

3. Subjugate means to conquer, overwhelm completely, bring
under rigid control.

4. Wry means twisted or distorted in an odd, amusing way.
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)}

8.
9.

Urbane means polished, sophisticated, suave, cosmopolitan.

Jargon is a specialized and often pretentious vocabulary,
language that is highly technical and difficult to understand.

Prudent means cautious, exercising careful judgment in
practical matters, thrifty, spending carefully.

Inviolable means secure, safe, not able to be violated.

Commodious means spacious, roomy, comfortably convenient.

10.Proximity means nearness, closeness.

Review Test for Level 1

1.

Which word means to restate in different words?
(a) attribute

(b) repeat

(c) quote

(d) paraphrase

Which word is an antonym of ostensible?

(a) avowed

(b) plausible

(c) specious

(d) demonstrable

Digress, ingress, and egress all come from the Latin gradi,
which means

(a) to stay

(b) to run

(c) to walk

(d) to enter

Which word is not a synonym of morose?
(a) dolorous

(b) saturnine

(c) sullen

(d) jovial
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(e) lugubrious

5. Select the nearest synonym of whimsical, volatile, and
mercurial.

(a) arbitrary
(b) capricious
(c) cantankerous
(d) abrupt
6. Which word is an antonym of sporadic?
(a) incessant
(b) occasional
(c) temporary
(d) intermittent
7. Which is not an accepted meaning of concur?
(a) agree
(b) act together
(c) arrive together
(d) happen together

8. Credible and credulous come from the Latin credo, which
means

(a) | know
(b) | believe
(c) | hope
(d) I am
9. Who is associated with the origin of tawdry?
(a) the Bard of Avon
(b) King Arthur
(c) Saint Andrew
(d) Saint Audrey
10.Which word is an antonym of resolute?

(a) vacillating
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(b) peevish

(c) rational

(d) careless
11.Which is not an accepted meaning of arbitrary?

(a) random

(b) illogical

(c) consistent

(d) exercising unrestrained power
12.Which prefix means “one, single”?

(a) auto-

(b) mono-

(c) proto-

(d) mini-

13.The phrases large in size and small in size are objectionable
because

(a) they are monotonous
(b) they are vague
(c) they are redundant
(d) they are inaccurate
14.Which word is a synonym of supple?
(a) flimsy
(b) flexible
(c) fragile
(d) rigid
15.In retort and rejoinder, the prefix re- means
(a) toward
(b) against
(c) back
(d) twice
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16.Which pair of words is not synonymous?
(a) hidebound, intransigent
(b) stubborn, adamant
(c) intractable, unyielding
(d) obstinate, circumspect
17.Which word means all-knowing, having universal knowledge?
(a) omniscient
(b) omnivorous
(c) omnipresent
(d) omnipotent
18.Which word is not a synonym of renaissance?
(a) revival
(b) reproduction
(c) renewal
(d) resurgence
19.Which word does not describe a cantankerous person?
(a) malicious
(b) affable
(c) irascible
(d) contentious

20.Which  word means inappropriately lighthearted or
disrespectful?

(a) wry
(b) tawdry
(c) flippant
(d) urbane
21.Which word means old-fashioned, belonging to an earlier time?
(a) obsolete

(b) adamantine
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(c) precocious
(d) archaic
22 .Which word means hatred of humankind?
(a) moroseness
(b) impertinence
(c) misanthropy
(d) cantankerousness
23.Which word is a synonym of aloof?
(a) indifferent
(b) sullen
(c) urbane
(d) flippant
24 What is a peeve?
(a) something interesting and different
(b) something negligible
(c) something conspicuous and disagreeable
(d) something that irritates or annoys
25.Which is the proper pronunciation of Realtor?
(a) REE-luh-tur
(b) REE-ul-tur
26.Which phrase is redundant?
(a) in proximity
(b) in close proximity
27.Which word means having great variety or diversity?
(a) multifarious
(b) multitudinous
(c) multifaceted
28 What is a digression?

(a) an effect or feeling
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(b) an injury or offense
(c) a straying from the point
(d) a double meaning
29.What does the prefix omni- mean?
(a) all
(b) above
(c) many
(d) everywhere
30.Which word is not a synonym of subjugate?
(a) enslave
(b) battle
(c) conquer
(d) defeat
31.Which word does not describe jargon?
(a) specialized
(b) technical
(c) pretentious
(d) candid
32.Laborious and toilsome are synonyms of which word?
(a) monotonous
(b) commodious
(c) arduous
(d) credulous
33.Which word means trivial, insignificant?
(a) wry
(b) unwarranted
(c) inviolable
(d) negligible

34.What is a scruple?
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(a) a guarantee or promise
(b) something that causes hesitation or doubt
(c) something mean-spirited or nasty
(d) a judgment based on little evidence
35.Which word does not properly describe a renaissance?
(a) refinement
(b) renewal

(c) resurgence

(d) revival
Answers
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Evaluation

A score of 30-35 is excellent. If you answered fewer than thirty questions
in this test correctly, review the entire level and take the test again.
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Level 2

In the introduction to this program | discussed the importance of building a
powerful vocabulary. Now let's take a moment to discuss how powerful
vocabularies are built.

There are many ways to enrich your knowledge of words. You may have
seen the feature “It Pays to Enrich Your Word Power” that has been
running for years in Reader's Digest. Its vocabulary quizzes are fun, but
unless you review the words several times and put them to work right away
in your conversation and writing, the definitions are soon forgotten and you
are back where you started. Moreover, the words are not presented in order
of difficulty. They are a miscellaneous assortment, with easier words mixed
in with more difficult ones.

If you already know the easier words, testing you on them does nothing
but flatter your ego. Likewise, if the harder words are beyond your
vocabulary level, then your chances of retaining them are slim. In such a
random quiz, designed for a mass audience, it's doubtful that more than
two or three of the words in each month's list will be challenging and useful
to you. Not to mention that a month is a long time to wait to learn a handful
of new words.

So, what else can you do to improve your knowledge of words? Well, any
disciplined and structured study of words is always more beneficial than
casual exposure. And if you have the discipline, Verbal Advantage will
provide the structure. Unlike most other vocabulary-building books and
programs, which force-feed you a random selection of words and
definitions that you must learn by rote, this one introduces you to words in
their order of difficulty, accompanied by relevant information on where they
come from, how they are properly used, and how to avoid common errors
of usage and pronunciation.

But there is another way to build your vocabulary that is even more
effective than Verbal Advantage. Vocabulary-building books and courses
are an excellent start, but they cannot cover everything you need to know,
and both must at some point come to an end. That is where the primary
method of vocabulary building comes in.
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Have you guessed what it is? It's reading. Simple, but oh-so-true.

If you wish to continue to build your vocabulary after completing this
program—in fact, if you want to retain the words you know right now—you
must start reading more, reading widely, and reading something—even if
it's just a few pages at first—every single day.

That, of course, requires discipline. You need to set aside some time
each day to read. An hour is great, but most of us have a hard time finding
an hour when we can be undisturbed. You should be able to schedule thirty
minutes, though, without too much trouble, and even fifteen minutes of
reading a day will help, provided you stick to it and choose your material
with an eye toward building your knowledge of words.

What should | read? is the next question. Well, let's start with what you
read now.

Most people spend fifteen or twenty minutes a day reading a newspaper.
But the newspaper is not the best place to find new words, simply because
most newspapers are written in elementary, everyday language. That is no
accident, nor is it a comment on the inferior abilities of the nation's
journalists. Newspapers must serve the general public, and the general
public consists mostly of low-vocabulary readers. However, some
newspapers contain excellent writing—The New York Times, the Los
Angeles Times, The Wall Street Journal, and The Christian Science
Monitor are particularly well written. Also, certain sections within any given
newspaper are generally written better than others.

For instance, in the editorial pages you will read some of your paper's
most talented writers and the syndicated columns of some of the finest
journalists in the nation as well. Regardless of which newspaper you read,
you will not do much for your vocabulary if you read only the sports section,
the society page, the advice columns, or the funnies. If you're looking for
interesting, useful words to add to your vocabulary, how about trying the
theater, book, movie, and restaurant reviews? Many people also find the
crossword puzzle a helpful vocabulary-building tool.

Weekly news magazines such as Time, Newsweek, and U.S. News and
World Report can also provide a nutritious diet of good writing and
challenging words, as well as the added benefit of keeping you up-to-date
without taking up a lot of your time. And while you're at it, be sure to note the
headlines of all the articles you read; they can be a veritable gold mine of
new words. Headline writers must find the shortest, sweetest way to
capture the essence of a story, and often that means dredging up such
stumpers as eschew, aver, impugn, distaff, and bruit.

Are you familiar with those words? Let's take a brief look at them.
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Eschew (es-CHOQO, like letter s + chew) means to avoid, shun, as to
eschew alcohol. Aver (uh-VUR) means to assert, declare, state positively,
as to aver one's faith or innocence. Impugn (im-PYOON) means to oppose
in words, attack by argument, question or criticize the truth or integrity of, as
to impugn authority or impugn someone's reputation. Distaff (DIS-taf)
means female, pertaining to women, as in the distaff side of a family, which
is opposed to the spear side, the male line of descent. Finally, to bruit (like
brute) means to report widely, spread the word, as the scandal was bruited
(BROO-tid) in the media.

If you have a hobby or particular area of interest outside of your
occupation, you should subscribe to a publication that specializes in it.
Articles on hunting, fishing, gardening, mechanics, parenting, cooking,
antiques, travel, and a host of other subjects frequently contain uncommon
words. For example, did you know that a stamp collector is called a
philatelist (fi-LAT-uh-list, with -LAT-as in flaf), a coin collector is a
numismatist (n(y)oo-MIZ-muh-tist), and the word for a magician who
specializes in sleight-of-hand is prestidigitator (PRES-ti-DIJ-i-tay-tur)?

In an article on exercise in a health magazine you might run across a
medical term like pulmonary (PUUL-muh-ner-ee or PUHL-muh-ner-ee),
pertaining to the lungs, or vascular (VAS-kyuh-lur), pertaining to the blood
vessels. In magazines specializing in food and wine you may find such
delicious words as gastronome (GAS-truh-nohm), a lover and connoisseur
of fine food; indigenous (in-DIJ-i-nus), belonging or native to a particular
country or region; and sommelier (suhm-ul-YAY, also sawm-), the wine
steward in a restaurant.

Recently | read an article on the nineteenth-century French painter Edgar
Degas (de-GAH). It was published in a national fashion magazine that does
not have a reputation for catering to a high-vocabulary audience. In just the
first two pages, however, | found the following high-vocabulary words:
vignette (vin-YET), a literary sketch, short composition; redolent
(RED-uh-lint), which means exuding a fragrance, aromatic; simian
(SIM-ee-in), which means pertaining to or resembling an ape; libido
(li-BEE-doh), which means sexual drive; misogyny (mi-SAHJ-i-nee), which
means hatred of women; salacious (suh-LAY-shus), which means arousing
sexual desire; assiduous (uh-SlJ-0o-us), which means careful and
persistent; and ennui (ahn-WEE), which means boredom or a state of
weary dissatisfaction.

The point is, interesting, challenging, and useful words are everywhere in
your everyday reading if you want to find them. The key is to keep your
eyes and ears open and don't let any of them slip by.
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So whenever you read, make a conscious effort to look for words you
don't know, and keep a dictionary handy while you're reading so you can
look them up right away. If you can't always read with a dictionary beside
you, then highlight or underline the unfamiliar words in your reading, or
dog-ear the pages on which they occur, so you can look up the words later.
Reading with an eye for unfamiliar words and reading with a dictionary are
the two best ways you can continue to enrich your vocabulary after you
finish this program.

Now let's delve into the second level of the Verbal Advantage
vocabulary. Here are the first ten keywords:

Word 1: apvocate (AD-vuh-kayt)

To support, plead for, be in favor of, defend by argument; especially, to
speak or write in favor or in defense of a person or cause. Synonyms
include champion, endorse, and espouse (e-SPOWZ).

Advocate comes from the Latin ad-, to, and vocare, to call, summon. You
can hear the Latin vocare in the English words vocation (voh-KAY-shin), a
calling, profession; avocation, a hobby, sideline, subordinate occupation;
and vocational, pertaining to an occupation or trade.

Combine the Latin vocare, to call, with the prefix con-, together, and you
get the more difficult English words convoke (kun-VOHK), which means to
call together, and convocation (KAHN-vuh-KAY-shin), the act of calling
together or a group that has been summoned. Combine the single-letter
prefix e-, which is short for the Latin ex-, out, with vocare, to call, and you
get the English words evoke, to call out, call forth, summon, and evocative
(-VAHK-uh-tiv), calling forth a response, especially an emotional response.
Vocare also can be heard in the common word vocal, spoken, oral, inclined
to speak out.

An advocate is a vocal supporter or defender of a cause, a champion:
“He is an outspoken advocate of handgun control.” An advocate may also
be a person who speaks for another, for example, a lawyer who pleads a
case before a court. To advocate means to support, plead for, defend by
argument: “Their organization advocates educational reform.”

Word 2: peiecate (DEL-uh-gayt)

To entrust with authority or power, deliver to another's care or management,
hand over to an agent or representative: “The executive director delegated
various managerial duties to her assistant”; “Our department chief has
trouble letting go of the reins and delegating responsibility.”
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Word 3: unerecepentep (UhN-PRES-i-den-tid)

Unheard-of, novel, new, having no precedent or parallel, having no prior
example.

A precedent is an authoritative example, something done or said that may
serve as a reason to justify a later act or statement. Precedent is often
used specifically of a legal decision or case used as an example or as
authorization in a subsequent decision or case. Unprecedented means
without a precedent, without prior example or justification, and so
unheard-of, novel, new.

Word 4: roignant (POYN-yint)

Piercing, sharp, biting, penetrating, keen.

Poignant is used to mean piercing, sharp, or penetrating in three ways.
First, it may mean keenly affecting the senses: a poignant odor, poignant
beauty, a poignant look. Second, it may mean piercing or penetrating to the
feelings, emotionally touching, painfully moving: a poignant drama, a
poignant family reunion. Third, it may mean biting, cutting, acute, piercingly
effective: poignant wit, poignant delight, a poignant critique.

The odd spelling of poignant, with its silent g, comes from French; the
word ultimately comes from the Latin pungere, to pierce or prick. Pungere
is also the source of puncture, to pierce; pungent (PUHN-jint), piercing to
the smell or taste; and expunge (ek-SPUHNJ), to punch out, erase, delete:
“The editor expunged all potentially offensive and derogatory material from
the book.”

Poignant means piercing or penetrating to the senses, to the emotions,
or to the intellect.

Word 5: nesuous (NEB-yuh-lus)

Unclear, vague, obscure, hazy, indefinite, indistinct.

In astronomy the word nebula (NEB-yuh-luh) refers to a cloudy mass of
dust or gas visible between stars in space. The plural is nebulae
(NEB-yuh-lee).

The adjectives nebular and nebulous both come from a Latin word
meaning cloudy, misty, foggy, like a nebula, and according to dictionaries
both words may still be used in this sense. It is probably best, however, to
let nebular take over the meaning cloudy, misty, vaporous, and to use
nebulous in its more popular sense of vague, indefinite, hazy, unclear, as in
nebulous writing, a nebulous idea, a nebulous purpose or goal.
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Word 6: cLanoestine (klan-DES-tin)

Kept secret, done in secrecy, especially for an evil, immoral, or illegal
purpose: a clandestine affair; a clandestine business deal; a clandestine
intelligence operation.

Synonyms include private, concealed, covert (properly KUH-vurt but now
often KOH-vurt), underhand, sly, stealthy, furtive (FUR-tiv), and
surreptitious (SUR-up-TISH-us).

Clandestine is sometimes pronounced klan-DES-tyn, klan-DES-teen,
KLAN-des-tyn, or KLAN-des-teen. You should avoid all these recent
variants. The traditional and preferred pronunciation is klan-DES-tin
(DES-tin as in destiny).

Word 7: tirabe (TY-rayd)

A long-drawn-out speech, especially a vehement and abusive one: “After
suffering through yet another one of his boss's frequent tirades, Joe
decided it was time to quit and move on.”

Tirades have three characteristics: they are protracted (proh-TRAK-tid),
drawn out to great length; they are vituperative (vy-T(Y)OO-pur-uh-tiv), full
of harsh, abusive language; and they are censorious, meaning that they
tend to censure (SEN-shur), to blame or condemn.

Tirade may also be pronounced with the accent on the second syllable:
ty-RAYD.

Word 8: recur (ri-KUR)

To happen again, occur again, especially at intervals or after some lapse of
time.

In The Careful Writer, Theodore M. Bernstein explains the difference
between the words recur and reoccur. Both mean to happen again, he
says, but reoccur “suggests a one-time repetition,” whereas recur
“suggests repetition more than once.” Thus you would say “the revolt is not
likely to reoccur,” but “as long as these skirmishes recur, the revolt will
continue.”

Here's another example: If economists predict that a recession will
reoccur in this decade, that means they're predicting it will happen only one
more time. If economists predict that recession recurs on average every
ten years, then they're predicting it happens again and again at intervals.

“It is the ability to feel a fine distinction such as this,” writes Bernstein,
“and to choose the word that precisely expresses the thought that marks
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the writer of competence and taste.”
Word 9: tacrr (TAS-it)

Unspoken, silent, implied or understood without words.

Tacit is most often used to mean done or made in silence, not expressed
or declared openly. Tacit consent is approval given without words, perhaps
with a look or a nod. A tacit agreement is an unspoken understanding, one
arrived at in silence. Tacit comes from the Latin tacere, to be silent, hold
one's tongue, the source also of the word taciturn, reserved,
uncommunicative, inclined to hold one's tongue.

Word 10: auecation (AL-uh-GAY-shin)

An assertion or declaration, especially one made without proof.

In law, an allegation is an assertion of what one intends to prove. Often
the word implies an unsupportable assertion: “The judge dismissed the

allegations, citing lack of evidence to support them.” “A spokesperson for
the company today denied the allegations of wrongdoing regarding the
firm's hiring practices.”

OO ©

Let's review the ten words you've just learned. Read the following
questions. After each one, decide whether the correct answer is yes or no.
Answers appear on page 63.

1. Can someone advocate an unworthy cause?

2. Can you seize or maintain control by delegating it?

3. If something has happened before, is it unprecedented?
4

. Can a strong odor, a passionate and persuasive speech, and an
emotionally moving story all be described as poignant?

Can a poignant sensation or thought be nebulous?
Are clandestine arrangements made in public?
Are tirades ever delivered in a clandestine manner?

Could an unprecedented event ever recur?

o % =N W

Is an oral agreement also a tacit agreement?

10.Can a tirade contain an allegation?
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Let's move on now and learn the next ten keywords in Level 2. Here they
are:

Word 11: cuuee (GUHL-uh-bul)

Easily deceived, fooled, or cheated.

A more difficult synonym of gullible is credulous (KREJ-uh-lus).
Credulous comes from the Latin credere, to believe, and means inclined to
believe, willing to accept something as true without questioning.

To gull is to take advantage of someone who is foolish, unwary, or
inexperienced. The gullible person is easily gulled, fooled, cheated. To
dupe and to gull both mean to take advantage of. Dupe suggests
unwariness on the part of the victim; gull suggests a willingness or
readiness to be deceived.

Word 12: eenen (bi-NYN, rhymes with resign)

Kindly, good-natured, gracious, mild, having or showing a gentle
disposition, as a benign old man, a benign smile, a benign intention, a
benign government.

That is the first meaning of benign listed in dictionaries, and probably the
most common. The word is also used in several other ways. It may mean
favorable, positive, propitious: a benign omen; a benign view. It may be
used of the weather or climate to mean healthful, wholesome, salubrious.
And in medicine benign means mild, not deadly or severe, as a benign
tumor or disease.

Word 13: peripreral (puh-RIF-uh-rul)

External, outer, lying at or forming the outside or boundary of something;
hence, not essential, irrelevant.

The noun periphery means the boundary, the external surface or area. It
may be used literally, as in “exploring the periphery of the polar icecap,”
“situated on the periphery of the combat zone”; or it may be used
figuratively, as in “the periphery of consciousness,” “the periphery of one's
sphere of influence.”

Peripheral may mean external in the literal sense of lying at the edge or
on the boundary, or external in the figurative sense of irrelevant,
nonessential, as peripheral issues, a peripheral point, or peripheral
considerations.
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Word 14: resurr (ri-BUHF)

To refuse bluntly, reject sharply, turn down abruptly, snub, spurn.

In colloquial terms—that is, in informal, conversational language—rebuff
means to give the cold shoulder to, slam the door on, nix. A rebuff is an
abrupt refusal or rejection, especially of a request, an offer to help, or a
person making advances. To rebuff means to refuse or reject bluntly.

Word 15: anmosity (AN-i-MAHS-i-tee)

Il will, hostility, antagonism, strong dislike or hatred: “There was
long-standing animosity between the two families.” “After her coworker
apologized for his rude remarks, she resolved not to harbor any animosity
toward him.”

More difficult synonyms of animosity include malice (MAL-is), aversion
(uh-VER-zhun), malevolence (muh-LEV-uh-lints), antipathy
(an-TIP-uh-thee), rancor (RANG-kur), and enmity (EN-mi-tee).

Word 16: tenvous (TEN-yo00-us)

Thin, slender, slight, flimsy, weak, not dense or substantial, lacking a strong
basis.

At high altitudes, air is tenuous, thin. In chemistry, certain fluids or
compounds are said to be tenuous, not dense. In general, nonscientific
usage, tenuous refers to something weak or flimsy, that has little substance
or strength: a tenuous grip, a tenuous proposal, a tenuous argument, or
tenuous construction.

Word 17: compracent (kum-PLAY-sint)

Self-satisfied, smug, overly pleased with oneself.

Complacent suggests being so satisfied with one's abilities, advantages,
or circumstances that one lacks proper concern for the condition of others
and is unaware of the situation around one. A complacent smile is a smug,
self-satisfied smile. Complacent behavior is self-centered and disregards
others’ concerns. A complacently ignorant person is completely satisfied
with his ignorance; he does not know he lacks knowledge and would not
care if he did.

Complacent and complaisant (kum-PLAY-zint) should be distinguished
in spelling, pronunciation, and meaning. Complaisant, with a z sound for
the s in the final syllable, means inclined to please, gracious, obliging,
courteous, affable (AF-uh-bul), urbane (ur-BAYN). It has a positive
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connotation. Complacent, with an s sound for the c¢ in the final syllable, has
a negative connotation. Complacent means self-satisfied, smug, overly
pleased with oneself.

Word 18: acve (AK-mee)

The peak, highest point, summit, zenith, especially the point of culmination,
the highest possible point in the development or progress of something.

Here's a funny story about vocabulary development.

| learned the word acme as a young boy watching the “Roadrunner”
cartoons on television, in which Wile E. Coyote uses various products
made by the “ACME” company in his obsessive quest to capture the
Roadrunner. Of course the coyote's plans always backfire, and he usually
winds up flying headlong over some precipitous cliff. Through the power of
association | have since connected the height of those cliffs with the word
acme, the peak, highest point.

You see, even watching television can help you build your vocabulary.
However, reading Verbal Advantage along with a regular diet of general
reading is a far more effective method.

Acme comes directly from a Greek word meaning the highest point,
extremity. The word is often used figuratively to mean the highest point in
the development or progress of something, as in “the acme of his career,”
“a company at the acme of the industry.” The corresponding adjective is
acmatic (ak-MAT-ik): “Albert Einstein's theory of relativity was an acmatic
scientific breakthrough.” The antonym of the acme is the nadir (NAY-dur),
the lowest point.

Word 19: perunct (di-FUHNGKT)

Dead, extinct, obsolete; no longer in existence, effect, operation, or use.

Defunct comes from the Latin defunctus, dead, departed, finished. A
defunct law is no longer in existence or effect; a defunct organization is no
longer functioning or doing business; a defunct factory is no longer in
operation; a defunct procedure is no longer in use; a defunct species is
extinct; a defunct expression is no longer in use; a defunct idea is no longer
useful or popular; and a defunct person is dead.

Word 20: ager (uh-BET)

To encourage, support, help, aid, promote, assist in achieving a purpose.

Some dictionaries note that abet means especially to encourage or assist
in wrongdoing, as in the legal cliché “to aid and abet,” meaning to assist a
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criminal in the commission of a crime. That sense is perhaps more
common, but abet may also be used favorably, as “to abet the cause of
justice,” “to abet the committee's efforts to get the plan approved.”

& O

Let's review the ten words you've just learned. Decide whether the following
statements are true or false. Answers appear on page 64.

1. A gullible person is hard to fool.
A benign expression is a gentle, good-natured expression.
If something's peripheral, it's essential.
To rebuff a request or proposal is to reconsider it.
A benign person is full of animosity.
A tenuous grasp of the facts is weak or insubstantial.
Complacent people are thoughtful and considerate of others.

The peak of a person's career is the acme.

A S S N L I T

A defunct corporation is likely to grow and turn a profit.
10.You can abet a criminal or abet a worthy cause.

Let's take a moment to debunk a widely held superstition about good
usage. (By the way, debunk, pronounced di-BUHNGK, means to expose as
false, deceitful, or exaggerated, to prove that something is bunkum
[BUHNGK-um], foolish and insincere.)

Do you remember the old rule, “Don't end a sentence with a
preposition”? Well, it's too bad it was ever taught, for it is wrong, wrong,
wrong. If you think I'm cracked, that | don't know what I'm talking about, then
| dare you to say, “You don't know about what you're talking.”

Some time ago, while visiting relatives, | met a woman who was studying
to be a teacher. She had just received a misguided lecture on the evils of
ending a sentence with a preposition. “How long are you staying for?” she
asked me. Then, embarrassed, she changed that perfectly natural
sentence to “For how long are you staying?”—which made her sound like
Eliza Doolittle practicing for her next pinky-in-the-air tea party.

“For years Miss Thistlebottom has been teaching her bright-eyed brats
that no writer would end a sentence with a preposition,” says Theodore M.
Bernstein in The Careful Writer (1965), a book that anyone who puts words
on paper should keep close at hand. “The truth,” Bernstein asserts, “is that
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no good writer would follow Miss Thistlebottom's rule, although he might
occasionally examine it to see if there was any merit in it.”

Bernstein was assistant managing editor of The New York Times, an
associate professor in Columbia University's School of Journalism, and a
respected arbiter on English usage. Bernstein maintains that sentences that
end with prepositions are “idiomatic and have been constructed that way
from Shakespeare's ‘We are such stuff as dreams are made on’ to today's
‘Music to read by.” They are a natural manner of expression. Examine a
handful: ‘It's nothing to sneeze at’; ‘Something to guard against’; “You don't
know what I've been through’; ‘He is a man who can be counted on’; ‘I'm not
sure what the cake was made of.” Surely there is nothing amiss with these
idiomatic constructions. Woe to Miss Thistlebottom if she tries to ‘correct’
them. She won't have a leg on which to stand.”

Back in 1926, the legendary English grammarian H. W. Fowler, in his
classic guide Modern English Usage, called the rule about prepositions “a
cherished superstition.” According to Fowler, “Those who lay down the
universal principle that final prepositions are ‘inelegant’ are unconsciously
trying to deprive the English language of a valuable idiomatic resource,
which has been used freely by all our greatest writers except those whose
instinct for English idiom has been overpowered by notions of correctness
derived from Latin standards.

“The legitimacy of the prepositional ending in literary English must be
uncompromisingly maintained,” says Fowler. “In respect of elegance or
inelegance, every example must be judged not by any arbitrary rule, but on
its own merits, according to the impression it makes on the feeling of
educated English readers.”

Hundreds of great writers from Chaucer, Shakespeare, and Milton to
Herman Melville, Mark Twain, Ernest Hemingway, and Toni Morrison all
have written intelligible, graceful, idiomatic sentences that ended with a
preposition. To say those writers were wrong is like saying everyone in
baseball's Hall of Fame didn't know a thing about how to play the game.
The best contemporary writers also do not hesitate to let a preposition end
a sentence when it pleases the ear, and they avoid doing so when it does
not.

So the next time some nitpicking Miss Thistlebottom says you mustn't
end a sentence with a preposition, try this retort: “You, dear sir or madam,
may twist your syntax into knots if you like, but please refrain from telling the
rest of us what to end our sentences with.”

And that, as the saying goes, is what it all boils down to.
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Let's move on now to the next ten keywords in Level 2.

Word 21: nacearo (HAG-urd)

Worn out, tired, gaunt (GAWNT), drawn, emaciated (i-MAY-shee-AY-tid). A
person who is haggard has a wild-eyed and wasted look, as from
exhaustion, illness, or grief.

Haggard is another word whose meaning | remember through the power
of association. When | read King Solomon's Mines by H. Rider Haggard, |
imagined the author as being as worn out and wild-eyed as his characters
were by the end of their harrowing adventure. But you don't need to go
through a death-defying experience to look or feel haggard. Long hours at
work, lack of sleep, or inadequate nutrition can easily make you haggard,
worn out, tired, wasted, gaunt.

Word 22: wave (WAYYV, like wave)

To relinquish voluntarily, give up, forgo.

To relinquish implies giving up something one doesn't want to part with,
either out of necessity or because one has been compelled or forced: to
relinquish possession, to relinquish command. To waive implies a voluntary
refusal to insist on one's right or claim to something: to waive one's right to
a trial by jury; to waive one's claim on a title or property.

Waive may also mean to postpone, defer, or dispense with, as to waive
discussion, or to waive formalities and get on with business.

Word 23: carna (KAHR-nal)

Bodily, pertaining to the flesh as opposed to the spirit, sensual, corporeal.

Carnal is not used to mean bodily in a general or neutral sense; we do
not say carnal functions or carnal aches and pains. Carnal refers to the
basic physical appetites of the body, especially the sexual appetite. We
speak of carnal desires, carnal lust, carnal knowledge.

Word 24: sancrion (SANGK-shun)

To approve, allow, permit, authorize, certify, ratify.

To sanction, certify, and ratify all mean to approve. Ratify means to
officially approve something done by a representative: to ratify a treaty.
Certify means to officially approve compliance with requirements or
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standards: a certified public accountant. Sanction means to give
authoritative approval: the company's board of directors sanctioned the
merger; many religions do not sanction unmarried sexual relations; the law
sanctions free speech but not antisocial behavior.

Word 25: ameicuous (am-BlG-yoo-us)

Uncertain, unclear, doubtful, dubious, questionable, puzzling, having an
obscure or indefinite meaning.

By derivation, ambiguous means having two or more possible meanings,
capable of being understood in more than one way. An ambiguous intention
is uncertain, difficult to determine, and therefore questionable, dubious. An
ambiguous statement is puzzling because it can be interpreted in more than
one way; it is unclear and indefinite.

More difficult synonyms of ambiguous include enigmatic (EN-ig-MAT
-ik), cryptic (KRIP-tik), and equivocal (i-KWIV-uh-kul). Antonyms of
ambiguous include distinct, apparent, evident, conspicuous, and
manifest.

Word 26: srenothrier (rhymes with bend lift)

Wasteful, spending extravagantly or foolishly, squandering one's
resources: “His spendthrift habits will put the company out of business.”

You may use spendthrift either as an adjective meaning wasteful,
spending extravagantly, or as a noun to mean a wasteful person, someone
who foolishly squanders money or resources: “There isn't a thrifty bone in
his body. He's a gambler and a spendthrift to the core.”

The words improvident, prodigal, profligate, and spendthrift all mean
wasteful, spending thoughtlessly or squandering one's resources.

Improvident (im-PRAHV-i-dent) means literally not provident, not
providing for the future; the improvident person does not save money for
retirement or for a rainy day.

Prodigal (PRAH-di-gal) is a close synonym of spendthrift and means
spending money in a reckless or extravagant way, usually to support a
lavish or luxurious lifestyle. In the Bible, the famous parable about the
prodigal son tells of a young man who wasted his inheritance but was
forgiven by his father.

Profligate (PRAHF-li-git) means extremely prodigal or spendthrift; it
refers specifically to a person who spends money with reckless abandon
and lives a life shamelessly devoted to pleasure: a profligate Hollywood
movie star who squandered his fortune in exclusive nightclubs and casinos.
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Spendthrift means wasteful, spending extravagantly: “The taxpayers want
a more efficient and less spendthrift government.”

Word 27: vo,ury (MAHL-uh-fy)

To calm, soothe, pacify, appease, soften in feeling or tone, make less
harsh or severe: “Nothing mollified his anger.”

Mollify comes from the Latin mollis, soft, and facere, to make, and
means literally “to make soft.” Also from the Latin mollis, soft, comes the
word emollient (i-MAHL-yint). As an adjective, emollient means softening,
soothing, mollifying; as a noun it means a softening or soothing agent, such
as a lotion or cream for the skin.

The verb to mollify once meant literally to make soft or tender, as to
mollify meat, tenderize it. That sense is now obsolete and mollify today is
used to mean to soften in feeling or tone, calm, soothe, make less harsh or
severe: “The union leaders decided to mollify their demands”; “A good
manager should be adept at mollifying conflicts that can damage morale”;
“The plaintiff's attorney said that only a million-dollar settlement would

mollify her client"; "He was furious, and nothing she said mollified him.”

Word 28: uneauvocar (UHN-i-KWIV-uh-kul)

Clear and direct, definite, straightforward, certain, having a single, obvious
meaning, capable of being interpreted in only one way.

Unequivocal, clear and direct, and ambiguous, uncertain, unclear, are
antonyms.

Unequivocal combines the common prefix un-, which means not, with
the word equivocal, a synonym of ambiguous. Equivocal language can be
interpreted in several ways; it is deliberately vague, evasive, or ambiguous.
Unequivocal language is clear, straightforward, and direct: “Reporters are
so accustomed to equivocal answers from government officials that they
are often surprised and suspicious when they get an unequivocal
response.”

Now that you know the meaning of unequivocal I'd like to caution you
about how you pronounce it. | have heard many educated speakers add a
syllable to the word and say “unequivocable,” and | have even seen the
word misspelled that way in books and magazines. No matter whom you
hear saying “unequivocable,” it's incorrect—a beastly mispronunciation.
Unequivocal ends with -vocal, not -vocable, and has five syllables:
un-e-quiv-o-cal.

Word 29: wmaieasie (MAL-ee-uh-bul)
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Capable of being shaped, able to be molded or manipulated, adaptable,
impressionable.

Certain metals, such as gold and iron, are malleable; they can be molded
or shaped. In a figurative sense, malleable can also apply to a person or
abstract thing that can be molded or shaped. For example, a young
person's mind may be malleable, impressionable, capable of being
shaped, or an idea may be malleable, adaptable, capable of being shaped
to fit various purposes.

Malleable and the challenging word tractable (TRAK-tuh-bul) are close in
meaning. Malleable comes from the Latin malleare, to hammer, and
means literally “capable of being hammered into a desired shape.”
Tractable comes from the Latin fractare, to handle, manage, haul or drag
along. From the same source comes the familiar word tractor, the farm
vehicle used to pull wagons, mowers, and other agricultural equipment. By
derivation that which is tractable can be pulled or hauled; hence, a tractable
person is manageable, easily handled. A malleable person or thing is
easily hammered into shape, and therefore is adaptable, impressionable.

Antonyms of malleable and tractable include inflexible, unyielding,
stubborn, obstinate (AHB-sti-nit), and intransigent (in-TRAN-zi-jint).

Word 30: versose (VUI’-BOHS)

Wordy, having too many words, long-winded, full of verbiage (VUR-bee-ij).

More difficult synonyms of verbose include garrulous (GAR-uh-lus),
loquacious (loh-KWAY-shus), voluble (VAHL-yuh-bul), and prolix
(PROH-liks).

Verbose refers to speech or writing that uses more words than necessary
to get the point across. The corresponding noun is verbosity, wordiness,
long-windedness, an overabundance of words.

Whenever you see verb- at the beginning of a word, you can safely
assume that the meaning of the whole word has something to do with
words. That's because most English words containing verb- come from the
Latin verbum, word. From this verbum come the English words verbal,
pertaining to or expressed in words; verbatim, expressed in precisely the
same words; verbiage, an excess or overabundance of words; and
verbose, wordy, long-winded, using more words than necessary to get the
point across.

Since I'm already waxing verbose about words from the Latin verbum,
word, allow me to digress even further and proffer a few words of advice on
the words verbal and verbiage. (Are you familiar with the verb to proffer,
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pronounced PRAHF-ur? It means to put forward for acceptance, present
as a gift, as to proffer one's services, or to proffer friendship.)

But back to the word verbiage (VUR-bee-ij), which is often
mispronounced VUR-bij, as if it had only two syllables. Carriage and
marriage have two syllables, but verbiage and foliage (FOH-lee-ij) have
three. Try not to say VUR-bij and FOH-lij, or even worse, FOY-lij. You will
hear many educated people mispronounce these words, but believe me
when | say that careful speakers consider the two-syllable variants beastly
mispronunciations. Take care to pronounce these words in three syllables:
VUR-bee-ij and FOH-lee-ij.

Now for a word to the wise on the proper use of verbal. You will often
hear or read such phrases as “a verbal agreement” or “a verbal
understanding.” Have you ever stopped to ask yourself exactly what they
mean? If you're like most people, you probably figured that a verbal
agreement or a verbal understanding meant one that was arrived at through
conversation, one that was spoken but not written down—and therein lies
the problem.

The word oral means spoken, not written, and the precise meaning of
verbal is expressed in words, either orally or in writing. Too often verbal,
expressed in words, is used to mean oral, spoken, and the message that
results from that confusion is usually ambiguous. For example, listen to this
sentence, which | found recently in the business section of my local
newspaper: “Ensure all promises made verbally are included, in writing, in
the contract.” As written, the sentence means that we should make sure that
all promises, both spoken and written, are included in the contract. The
writer wants to say that we should put all spoken promises in writing, but to
convey that meaning precisely the sentence should read like this: “Ensure
all promises made orally are included in the contract.”

In the future, whenever you refer to promises, agreements, or
understandings, remember that if they are expressed in speech, they are
oral, and if they are expressed in words, whether spoken or written, they
are verbal. Of course, if they are expressed in too many words, like most
long-winded legal contracts, then they are verbose, full of verbiage.
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Let's review the ten keywords you've just learned. This time I'm going to
give you two words, and you decide if they are synonyms or antonyms.
Answers appear on page 64.

1. Energetic and haggard are...synonyms or antonyms?
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To waive and to relinquish are...
Spiritual and carnal are...

To sanction and to prohibit are...
Doubtful and ambiguous are...
Miserly and spendthrift are...

To mollify and to irritate are...

Unequivocal and ambiguous are...

A S A N L T

Adaptable and malleable are...
10.Verbose and long-winded are...

Did you remember to calculate your score on this quiz? If you answered
eight or more questions correctly, read on. If not, review the last ten
keywords.
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Let's continue now with the Verbal Advantage vocabulary. Here are the
next ten keywords in Level 2:

Word 31: transient (TRAN-shint)

Temporary, passing away with time, lasting only a short while, momentary,
fleeting, short-lived—in which -lived is commonly mispronounced with a
short / as in give, when it should have a long i/ as in strive.

Does that pronunciation pronouncement surprise you? In short-lived and
long-lived, the -lived does not come from the verb to live, as many think. It
is formed from the noun life plus the suffix -ed. That is why pronunciation
authorities and careful speakers have long preferred short-LYVD and
long-LYVD, and why nearly all current American dictionaries give priority to
the long-/ pronunciation.

Since we're discussing pronunciation | should point out that you will often
hear educated speakers pronounce our keyword, transient, as
TRAN-zee-int or TRAN-see-int, especially when the word is used as a noun
to mean a homeless person, vagrant, or vagabond. Despite the popularity
of these three-syllable variants, | recommend TRAN-shint, with two
syllables, because it is the traditional American pronunciation and the one
listed first in all the major current American dictionaries. Remember,
transient sounds like ancient.

Challenging synonyms of the adjective transient include transitory,
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evanescent, ephemeral, fugitive, and fugacious. All of these words mean
lasting only a short while, but let's examine the fine distinctions in their
meanings.

Transitory (TRAN-si-TOR-ee or TRAN-zi-) applies to something that by
its nature is bound to pass away or come to an end. All life must by nature
end; therefore life is transitory. When Andy Warhol said everyone will be
famous for fifteen minutes, he was describing the transitory nature of fame
—here one moment and gone the next.

Evanescent (EV-uh-NES-int) applies to that which fades away like vapor
or vanishes as if into thin air: the evanescent beauty of springtime flowers.
A shooting star creates an evanescent trail of light. An intense experience,
no matter how brief and evanescent, can become a lifelong memory.

Ephemeral (e-FEM-uh-rul) by derivation means literally “living or lasting
for only a day.” Newspaper writing used to be called “ephemeral literature”
because the articles had a lifespan of only one day, with one day's
reportage ostensibly erased by the next day's edition. From this original
sense of lasting only a day, ephemeral has evolved to mean short-lived,
existing for a short while. If when you meet people you have trouble
remembering their names ten minutes later, you could say that you have an
ephemeral memory for names.

Fugitive (FYOO-ji-tiv) and fugacious (fyoo-GAY-shus) come from the
Latin fugere, to flee, run or fly away, the source also of the Latin expression
tempus fugit (TEM-pus FYOO-jit), “time flies.” By derivation fugitive and
fugacious mean fleeting, disposed to fly away or disappear. A fugitive,
from the same Latin fugere, to flee, is a person who eludes pursuit, who
flees from captivity or danger. The adjectives fugitive and fugacious both
refer to things that are elusive, that are hard to catch or perceive because
they happen or pass by so quickly: a fugitive smile; the fugitive colors of the
sunset; our fugacious memories of childhood. We may pursue happiness,
but it is fugacious.

Our keyword, transient, applies to anything that lasts temporarily or that is
in the process of passing on. A transient guest stays for a while and moves
on. A transient event is fleeting, momentary. A transient condition lasts for a
short time.

Antonyms of transient include permanent, timeless, eternal, and
everlasting.

Word 32: nerrie (NET-’|)

To irritate, annoy, vex, harass (HAR-is or huh-RAS), pester, provoke: Their
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supervisor constantly nettled them about trivial or irrelevant details.

You may be familiar with the plant called the nettle, which has tiny hairs
that sting and irritate the skin. The verb to nettle means to sting like a nettle,
hence to irritate or annoy. Someone who is nettled is irritated to the point of
silent anger or resentment.

Word 33: reruniate (ri-PYOO-dee-ayt)

To reject, cast off, disown, renounce, refuse to accept as one's own; also,
to reject as false, deny the authority of, refuse to accept as true.

Repudiate suggests a formal, often vehement (VEE-uh-mint, the h is
silent) rejection. You can repudiate a child, reject or disown the child; you
can repudiate a belief, cast it off or renounce it; you can repudiate a claim,
deny its authority; and you can repudiate a charge, reject it as untrue.

Word 34: wretuous (im-PECH-00-us)

Hasty, rash, overeager, acting in a sudden, vigorous, emotional way, with
little thought: “The impetuous shopper buys on impulse rather than out of

necessity”; “A prudent investor is not likely to make impetuous decisions.”

The words rash, impulsive, and impetuous all refer to hasty or sudden
actions or to people who act first and think later. Rash suggests reckless
haste and foolish daring: In the arena of international relations, rash
statements can lead to war. Impulsive suggests an ungovernable inner
force that drives one to act without thinking: He is an impulsive talker who
often puts his foot in his mouth. Impetuous suggests great energy,
eagerness, or impatience. Children are often impetuous, prone to act
suddenly without thinking. Impetuous behavior in an adult is often
considered overemotional or immature.

Antonyms of impetuous include prudent and circumspect. For more on
those two words, review the discussion of prudent, keyword 47 in Level 1.

Word 35: rruca. (FROO-gul)

Spending carefully and wisely, thrifty, economical.

Frugal comes directly from a Latin word meaning economical, and
ultimately from the Latin frux, fruit, produce. Frugal people are cautious and
sparing with the fruit of their labors.

Thrifty, economical, provident, and parsimonious all mean frugal,
spending carefully and wisely, but in slightly different ways and degrees.

Thrifty implies hard work and good management as a means to
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prosperity. The thrifty person spends only what is necessary and diligently
saves the rest.

Economical implies the use of money or resources in the most
advantageous way. An economical car uses fuel efficiently. An economical
investment is one that generates a higher return.

Provident suggests providing for the future. The provident person
spends carefully with a mind toward what may be needed later.

Parsimonious means extremely frugal, stingy, miserly. The parsimonious
person keeps a wary eye on every nickel and dime.

Frugal, spending carefully, may also be used to mean involving little
expense, not wasteful or lavish. A frugal meal is an economical, no-frills
meal. Flying coach rather than first-class is a more frugal way to travel.

Word 36: concruous (in-KAHNG-groo-wus)

Out of place, inappropriate, inconsistent, unsuitable, lacking harmony of
parts or agreement in character.

Incongruous comes from a Latin verb meaning to come together, fit in.
From the same source come the adjectives congruous (KAHNG-groo-wus)
and congruent (KAHNG-groo-int), which mean coming together
harmoniously, fitting in consistently. The in- at the beginning of
incongruous is called a privative (PRIV-uh-tiv) prefix, which means it
deprives or takes away the meaning of what follows. Thus, incongruous
means not congruous, not appropriate, not consistent, out of place.

An incongruous remark is one that is inappropriate or not in keeping with
the conversation. An incongruous element is out of place, not consistent
with the elements around it. An incongruous action is unsuitable to the
occasion or situation. An incongruous mixture lacks harmony or agreement.

Word 37: assuace (uh-SWAYJ, rhymes with a stage)

To relieve, ease, allay (uh-LAY), mitigate (MIT-i-gayt), make less severe or
intense; also, to satisfy, appease (uh-PEEZ), make content.

When you assuage someone's grief, assuage someone's anger,
assuage someone's pain, or assuage someone's fears, you relieve those
conditions, allay them, make them less severe or intense. When you
assuage your hunger or thirst, you relieve it by providing food or drink.
When you assuage a need or desire, you satisfy it by procuring what is
needed or desired.

Assuage is sometimes mispronounced uh-SWAYZH or uh-SWAHZH.
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These recent variants have made their way into a few current dictionaries,
but the traditional and proper pronunciation, countenanced by all
dictionaries, is uh-SWAY J.

Word 38: corrosorate (kuh-RAHB-uh-rayt)

To confirm, support, make more certain or believable: “Six witnesses
corroborated the victim's account of the crime.”

Corroborate comes from a Latin verb meaning to strengthen. In modern
use corroborate means to strengthen by providing additional evidence or
proof. When you corroborate a story, you strengthen it, support it, help to
establish it as true.

Authenticate, verify, substantiate, and corroborate all mean to confirm in
slightly different ways.

To authenticate is to establish something as authentic or genuine: You
authenticate a document, a signature, or a work of art.

To verify is to establish as true, confirm the accuracy of: Reporters have
a responsibility to verify facts and quotations.

To substantiate is to support by supplying reliable evidence or proof:
Scholars and scientists must substantiate their theories. The investigation
uncovered several key facts that substantiated the case against the
company.

To corroborate is to substantiate what someone else has said by
supplying additional evidence or proof. When you corroborate another
person's statement, you make it more certain or believable.

Word 39: emseLust (em-BEL-ish)

To decorate, dress up, adorn, enhance with ornamentation, make more
beautiful, elegant, or interesting.

Embellish comes from an Old French verb meaning to make beautiful
and has been traced back to the Latin bellus, pretty. By derivation,
embellish means to beautify, make pretty. An embellishment, the
corresponding noun, is a decoration, ornament, something that beautifies.

Embellish may be used in numerous ways to mean to decorate, make
more beautiful or interesting. You can embellish your home by decorating it
with beautiful things. You can embellish an outfit with ornaments or
accessories. You can embellish your speech or writing with interesting
words and elegant phrases. And you can embellish a story, dress it up with
entertaining details or even things that aren't true: “Over the years the old
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fisherman had added many fanciful embellishments to his tale about ‘the
big one that got away.”

Word 40: avaricious (AV-uh-RISH-us)

Greedy, money-grubbing, miserly, consumed with a selfish desire to
accumulate money or property. The corresponding noun is avarice
(AV-uh-ris), greed, an inordinate desire for wealth.

Greedy, covetous, and avaricious all apply to people who eagerly want
to acquire more than they have or are entitled to have.

Greedy is the general term for an excessive desire for anything. A person
can be greedy for approval, greedy for success, or a greedy eater.

Covetous (KUHV-i-tus) suggests an excessive and sometimes immoral
desire for what another person has: “Steve wasn't sure if his neighbor Dave
was more covetous of his new sports car or his attractive wife”; “When
Anne was promoted to vice president, she could tell that most of her former
coworkers in middle management were covetous of her spacious office
and impressive salary.”

Avaricious implies an excessive and selfish drive to accumulate wealth
and valuable possessions, and often suggests an accompanying desire to
hoard them: “Any observant person could see plainly that the city was run
not by the people or the politicians but by a few avaricious developers who
controlled most of the real estate, and a few avaricious bankers who were
tight with credit and charged outrageous interest rates.”
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Let's review the ten words you've just learned. This time we're going to play
“One of These Definitions Doesn't Fit the Word.” In each statement below,
a word is followed by three ostensible synonyms. (Ostensible means
“apparent,” remember?) Two of the three are true synonyms; one is
unrelated in meaning. You must decide which one of the three ostensible
synonyms doesn't fit the word. Answers appear on page 65.

1. Transient means temporary, passing, portable.
To nettle means to puzzle, irritate, annoy.

To repudiate means to renounce, revoke, reject.
Impetuous means impulsive, hostile, rash.

Frugal means prudent, economical, spendthrift.
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Incongruous means inappropriate, inadequate, inconsistent.
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7. To assuage means to sympathize, ease, relieve.

8. To corroborate means to confirm, explain, support.

9. To embellish means to make beautiful, dress up, show off.
10.Avaricious means lustful, covetous, greedy.

Let's take a break now from the Verbal Advantage vocabulary for an
exposé of two commonly confused words and one commonly misused
word.

What is the distinction between sensual and sensuous? Is there a
difference in meaning when you say “sensuous feelings” and “sensual
feelings”?

Yes, there is indeed a difference. Sensuous refers favorably to things
experienced through the senses: sensuous music, sensuous colors, the
sensuous beauty of the forest, the sensuous aroma of fine food. Sensual
refers, usually unfavorably, to the gratification of the senses or physical
appetites, especially in a self-indulgent or sexual way: the sensual
excesses of the glutton, the sensual nightlife of the city; the sensual
atmosphere of a singles bar; the sensual cravings of a drug addict. The
controversial 1969 bestseller The Sensuous Woman would have been
more accurately titted The Sensual Woman because its explicit subject
matter concerns the unabashed gratification of sexual desire.

Here's how you can keep the two words straight: If you mean lovely,
pleasurable, or experienced through the senses, use sensuous; if you
mean self-gratifying or pertaining to physical desires, use sensual.
Sensuous thoughts have a pleasant effect on your senses as well as your
mind. Sensual thoughts are erotic, sexually arousing, maybe even lewd.

Here's a sentence that can help you remember the distinction: The
sensuous feeling of silk against her skin filled her with sensual desire.

Now, before that sensuous sentence makes you break out in a sensual
sweat, let's take a quick look at a commonly misused word: comprise. In
strict usage, comprise means to include, contain, consist of, be composed
of. It should not be used to mean to make up. Do not say the United States
is comprised of fifty states, or that fifty states comprise the United States.

The rule for comprise is that “the whole comprises (contains) its parts;
the parts compose (make up) the whole.” Therefore you should say the
United States comprises (contains or consists of) fifty states, or fifty states
compose (constitute or make up) the United States. When you mean “to
make up,” use that phrase or compose or constitute. Use comprise only
when you mean to include or contain: Our city comprises a million
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residents; they watched a TV miniseries comprising five episodes; the
report comprised three different proposals.
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Now let's proceed to the final ten keywords in Level 2.

Word 41: cursory (KUR-sur-ee)

Quick, hasty, not methodical, done rapidly with little attention to detail,
passing quickly over or through something that deserves closer
examination.

Synonyms of cursory include hurried, haphazard, slapdash, and
superficial. Antonyms include thorough, careful, exhaustive, prolonged,
and protracted.

Don't be fooled by the sound of the word cursory; it has nothing to do
with curses or cursing. Cursory comes through the Latin cursorius, running,
from the Latin currere, to run. This Latin currere, to run, is also the root of
the words course, a path on which one moves or runs; curriculum, a
course of study; and courier, a messenger who runs here and there
delivering important documents or urgent news.

By derivation, cursory means “running about, not standing still,” and the
word was once used in this sense. Today, however, cursory is used to
mean done rapidly with little attention to detail, passing quickly over or
through something that deserves closer examination.

A cursory glance is a quick, passing glance. A cursory reading is a hasty,
superficial reading. A cursory explanation is a hurried explanation, one that
covers the subject in a haphazard way. A cursory investigation is not
methodical; it is done rapidly with little attention to detail.

Word 42: vaciate (VAS-i-layt)

To waver, fluctuate, be indecisive, show uncertainty, hesitate in making up
one's mind: The strong leader is decisive; the weak leader vacillates.

Vacillate comes from a Latin verb meaning to sway to and fro. When you
vacillate you go back and forth mentally on an issue or question. The
person or group that vacillates has difficulty coming to a conclusion or
expressing a firm opinion.

Word 43: cement (KLEM-int)

Mild, calm, tranquil, moderate, temperate, not severe or extreme; also,
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merciful, lenient, inclined to pardon or forgive.

Clement comes from the Latin clemens, mild, and may be used to mean
mild in two ways. You may say the weather is clement when it's mild or
temperate; when it's rough or stormy it's inclement (in-KLEM-int), not
clement, not mild and calm. Clement's second sense applies to a mild
state of mind, one in which the person is inclined to be lenient or forgiving.
A convicted criminal can only hope for a clement judge. If you screw up at
work, you hope your boss will be clement, lenient, merciful.

The corresponding noun is clemency, mildness, leniency, compassion:
“The lawyers asked the governor to show clemency and stay the
execution.”

Word 44: Lucratve (LOO-kruh-tiv)

Profitable, producing wealth, money-making, financially productive,
remunerative (ri-MYOO-nur-uh-tiv).

You've probably heard the phrase “filthy lucre,” which comes from
Shakespeare. Lucre (LOO-kur) is an old word for money, profit, wealth. In
modern usage /ucre used alone usually implies filthy lucre, tainted money,
ill-gotten gains.

Lucre and the useful adjective lucrative come from the Latin lucrum,
gain, profit. That which is lucrative is likely to make money, turn a profit. A
lucrative job pays well; a lucrative business deal is profitable; a lucrative
enterprise is a money-making enterprise.

Word 45: aocatre (AL-uh-kayt)

To assign, designate, earmark, set aside for a specific purpose.

Allocate comes from a Latin verb meaning to locate, determine the place
of. That which is allocated has been assigned a special place or purpose.
A person might allocate a bedroom in the house as a home office. Busy
parents try to allocate time to spend with their children. Voters pass bond
measures to allocate funds for education, parks, or libraries. One measure
of a successful company is how much money it allocates for product
development.

Word 46: reconcie (REK-un-syl)

To make friendly again, restore friendly relations between, settle, resolve,
bring into harmony or agreement.

Reconcile comes from the Latin reconciliare, to make good again,
restore, repair. When estranged partners reconcile, they make their
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relationship good again by restoring it, repairing what was wrong with it.
When two parties in a dispute reconcile their differences, they settle them
and restore friendly relations. The corresponding noun is reconciliation, a
settlement, resolution, the act of restoring harmony or agreement.

Reconcile also has two other useful senses. It may mean to bring into
agreement, make consistent: “The jury found it hard to reconcile the
defendant's confession of guilt the night of the murder with his profession
of innocence during the trial.” Reconcile may also mean to resign oneself
to accept something undesirable: “Nancy didn't want to live with her
mother-in-law, but she reconciled herself to it and tried to get on with her
life.”

Word 47: paracon (PAR-uh-gahn)

A model of excellence, perfect example.

Paragon applies to a person or thing so excellent that it serves as a
model or example of perfection. The inventor Thomas Alva Edison is a
paragon of American ingenuity. In her Camelot days, Jacqueline Kennedy
Onassis was considered a paragon of beauty and style. The Gettysburg
Address is a paragon of forceful, eloquent speechwriting.

A paragon is a model of excellence, a perfect example.

Word 48: anaLocous (Uun-NAL-uh-gus)

Similar, akin, comparable (KAHM-pur-uh-buul), corresponding partially,
sharing some aspects of form, function, or content.

An analogy is a partial similarity, likeness, or resemblance that allows for
a comparison between things: You can draw an analogy between the
human brain and a computer, between the human heart and a mechanical
pump, or between an airplane and a bird.

When we see an analogy between two things, we say they are analogous
, Similar but not entirely alike, comparable in some respects. Analogous
does not apply to things that are identical. For example, brains and
computers and birds and airplanes differ markedly in all but a few ways, but
in those ways they are analogous.

When things are analogous they share certain features or particulars; they
are similar enough to form the basis for a comparison. If you say your
company's management style is analogous to Japanese management
style, you mean the styles are alike in some respects but not in others. If
you tell a coworker that your job descriptions are analogous, you mean they
are similar, comparable, alike in certain ways.
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Word 49: pwrna (dy-UR-nul)

Daily, recurring each day, performed or happening in the course of a day.

Diurnal comes from the Latin diurnus, belonging to or lasting for a day.
The ocean's tides and the rotation of the earth are diurnal; their cycles are
completed in the course of a day. At work your diurnal duties are the tasks
you perform every day. If your coworker Joanne complains every day about
not getting a raise, that's her diurnal complaint. Perhaps if Joanne made
reading Verbal Advantage part of her diurnal routine, she might eventually
get that raise and get off your back.

Diurnal is also used to mean active during the day, as opposed to
nocturnal, active during the night.

Word 50: rretext (PREE-tekst)

An excuse, ostensible reason or motive, professed purpose.

Pretext comes through the Latin praetextum, an ornament, from the verb
praetexere, to pretend, literally “to weave in front.” By derivation a pretext is
a front, a faade, something used for cover. As the Century Dictionary
(1914) puts it, a pretext is “that which is assumed as a cloak or means of
concealment; something under cover of which a true purpose is hidden.”

Tyrannical leaders often invent pretexts for invading or declaring war on
other countries. Irresponsible employees will invent pretexts for not coming
to work. A supervisor who hates an employee's guts may try to come up
with a pretext for firing the person. A pretext is an excuse, an ostensible
reason designed to hide the real reason.
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Let's review the ten keywords you've just learned. This time I'm going to
give you the review word followed by three words or phrases, and you
decide which of those three answer choices comes nearest the meaning of
the review word. Answers appear on page 65.

1. Does cursory mean unnecessary, offensive, or superficial?
Does vacillate mean to lubricate, to waver, or to deceive?
Does clement mean gracious, fair, or mild?

Does lucrative mean profitable, prudent, or unethical?

Does allocate mean to place, to assign, or to support?
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Does reconcile mean to examine closely, to deduce from
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evidence, or to make friendly again?

7. Is a paragon a reproduction, a model of excellence, or the
highest point?

8. Does analogous mean similar, identical, or out of proportion?
9. Does diurnal mean daily, occasional, or constant?
10.1s a pretext an introduction, an opportunity, or an excuse?

By the way, did you keep track of your answers in this quiz? How about
for each of the review quizzes in this level?

Review is the key to retaining the words you learn, and as the words in
this program get more difficult, the amount of time you spend reviewing will
determine whether you will fix those words in your vocabulary for life or
forget them by tomorrow morning. So remember: Be sure to reread each
set of keyword discussions until you can answer at least eight of the
guestions in the corresponding quiz correctly.
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In the introduction to Level 2 we discussed how you can use newspapers
and magazines—otherwise known as periodical literature—to build your
vocabulary. Now let's talk about how to get you reading more books.

In recent years, many busy professionals have begun listening to
tape-recorded books while commuting or driving to and from appointments.
That's certainly better than reading two books a year—the average for
American college-educated adults—or reading no books at all. Listening to
a book on tape is also convenient and can save you valuable time.
However, when it comes to vocabulary building, audio books won't help you
very much. It's too easy to concentrate just on getting the gist of what's
being said and to ignore the words you don't know. On top of that, you may
be hearing mispronunciations and absorbing them without realizing it.

What it comes down to is this: If you currently read fewer than six books a
year—one every two months—then you need to rediscover the wonderful
world of books and make recreational reading a part of your life. (Note that |
used the word recreational. I'm talking about reading for fun as well as for
self-improvement.)

Here's how you can start: Read your local newspaper's book reviews or
subscribe to a magazine or out-of-town paper that reviews books. Not only
will that help you find books you will enjoy, but the reviews themselves are
often an excellent source of expressive words.

Another way to get yourself on a regular schedule of reading is to join a
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book club, where you are obligated to order a certain number of books
each year. That can be an incentive to finish the books you start and also to
read more widely.

The next time you order a book or browse in a bookstore, be daring. Let
your curiosity get the best of you. Try something on a subject that you don't
know much about but that piques your interest. (Is the verb to pique familiar
to you? It's pronounced like peek and means to prick, stimulate.) If you
have trouble making that leap, how about reading a biography of someone
you respect or admire? Also, let's not forget the value of fine fiction. Ask a
friend or someone in the office to recommend a good novel. If you like it,
try reading other books by the same author.

Now, | should caution you that when it comes to fiction, | don't put much
stock in thrillers, romances, westerns, and war novels. With the exception
of mysteries, which are generally written by better-than-average writers for a
higher-caliber audience, most genre or category fiction provides plenty of
diversion but little edification (ED-i-fi-KAY-shin). Look it up now if it's
unfamiliar. What, no dictionary handy? Tsk, tsk.

These days there are few popular novelists who truly know their craft. I'll
never forget the time | heard a radio interview with a best-selling author of
westerns. When the interviewer asked him to explain a few unusual words
from the book, the author gave the wrong definitions. What can you expect
to learn from reading a book by someone like that?

Finally, | encourage you to take advantage of the public library. Becoming
a regular patron of your local library is the simplest and least expensive way
to broaden your knowledge of the world. When was the last time you
checked out a book? If you can't remember, then you're overdue for a visit.
Go down and get reacquainted with the Dewey Decimal System. And if you
have kids, take them with you and introduce them to the children's section.
You have nothing to lose and everything to gain by making the quest for
new words, good books, and useful knowledge an integral part of your
personal and professional life.

So now that I've told you what to read, let me say a few things about how
to read. Here are five principles to follow.

Principle 1: Read outside of your specialty or area of expertise

It may sound strange, but most of what you read should not be directly
related to your work. By all means, keep up with what's going on in your
profession, but don't limit your reading to subjects you already know well.

Are you familiar with Tom Peters? Peters is the author of, among other
books, the best-selling management guide On Excellence; he also writes a
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syndicated column with the same title. In one of those columns he
discussed his strategies for making “learning in the workplace” a
“continuous exercise,” strategies he felt would work even for those whose
schedules are “crammed from dawn till dusk.”

Peters concurs with me in recommending that you avoid reading too
much in areas where you are “already reasonably well versed.” “The most
effective professionals,” he says, “know their own turf cold, to be sure. But
their special added value, for clients and colleagues, is their ability to draw
upon analogous ideas from disparate fields to form analyses about
problems closer to home.”

Not only does Peters make an important point, but in making it he also
uses two fine words: analogous, which we discussed as word 48 of Level
2, and disparate (DIS-puh-rit). As you now know, analogous means similar,
comparable, alike in certain ways. Do you know what disparate means? As
you probably deduced from the quotation, disparate means different,
distinct, having incompatible elements or natures. Occasionally you will hear
educated people pronounce the word dis-PAR-it, with the accent on the
second syllable. This relatively recent variant has made its way into the
dictionaries and is now standard. Careful speakers, however, use the
traditional and preferred pronunciation, which places the stress on the first
syllable.

Principle 2: Go for variety

Remember the old saying, Variety is the spice of life? To paraphrase that
adage (AD-ij), variety is also the spice of reading. With each book you
read, try a different subject, or choose a subject you want to know more
about and make a three- or four-book study of it. Alternating between
nonfiction and fiction is also a good way to keep things interesting. And
remember, in selecting your reading material, don't let yourself be
manipulated by other people's tastes. You don't have to have all the
bestsellers or all the classics on your shelf. You're not reading to keep up
with the Joneses; you're reading to become a more informed, articulate,
and successful person.

Principle 3: Read what you enjoy

This is very important. You won't learn much from a book you force yourself
to read. If something doesn't hold your interest, put it down and read
something else. Reading shouldn't be a chore. It should be a pleasure.

Principle 4: Read with a dictionary

If your dictionary is in the other room, it's too easy to get lazy and say the
heck with it. When your dictionary's right beside you, you can look up an
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unfamiliar word immediately. You don't have to lug your dictionary around
wherever you go, either. Every educated person should own at least two
dictionaries—not the paperback variety, either, mind you; too many of the
words you'll look up won't be in there. One dictionary should be on your
desk at the office, or wherever you do most of your writing and paperwork.
The other dictionary should be at home, within reach of the books and
magazines you are currently reading.

As you read, underline or highlight words you don't know and words you
aren't entirely sure of and look them up. If you can't or don't want to mark up
the text, or if you don't care to interrupt the flow of your reading, simply jot
down any unfamiliar words on a bookmark or a slip of paper—along with the
page number—and look them up at the end of your reading session. Don't
forget to write down the number of the page on which the word appears so
you can find the word again and study how it is used in context.

| don't work for any dictionary publishers, and I'm not trying to sell you a
bill of goods here. | can vouch from experience and unequivocally
guarantee that promptly checking the dictionary definition of unfamiliar
words will greatly improve your reading comprehension and do wonders for
your vocabulary. (By the way, did you pronounce unequivocally correctly?
See Level 2, word 28.)

Principle 5: Don't cheat yourself

You should never “read around” words you don't know or that you think you
can figure out from context. Bypassing a word you think you know because
you've seen it once or twice before, or because you can figure out what the
sentence means, is a bad habit—one that in the long run can be detrimental
to your vocabulary.

Unfortunately, most people read around difficult words without realizing it.
| have even had the disturbing experience of meeting people who express
pride that they can discern the general meaning of a passage without
knowing the precise meanings of the words it contains. That, I'm afraid, is a
delusion.

Being able to read around words is not a sign of intelligence; it is a sign of
laziness. Furthermore, the consequences of guessing what a word means
can be quite serious. First, you cheat yourself out of a precise knowledge
of the language, and second, because the margin for error is so great,
more often than not you will make the wrong guess. You know what you are
doing then? Building a vocabulary filled with incorrect definitions! That kind
of vocabulary leads straight to bad usage and embarrassment. So you see
what | mean when | say that reading around words is nothing but a colossal
waste of time.
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Also, the words you read around are often the words at the border of your
vocabulary, the ones you are most receptive to learning and the ones you
most need to check in a dictionary right away. They are the words you could
pick up rapidly with a minimum of effort. However, if you skip over them,
they remain locked forever in your passive vocabulary. Then you never
extend the boundary of your vocabulary and pave the way for learning more
difficult words.

So that's why | say don't cheat yourself when it comes to using the
dictionary to abet your vocabulary development. If you have the slightest
doubt about what a word means, or how the writer used it, look it up. If you
find that the definition you had in mind is the correct one, that's cause for
celebration. You have just added a new word, or a new definition of a
familiar word, to your permanent active vocabulary.

Now, before we move on to Level 3, I'd like to take a moment to tell you
about two special techniques you can use to continue building your
vocabulary after you've completed the Verbal Advantage program. They
require a modest investment of your time and energy, but they are
extremely effective.

You're probably familiar with the first technique, the classic “flashcard
method.” It's as simple as it sounds. All you do is write every new word you
find in reading or hear in conversation on an index card. On one side write
the word, and on the other side write the dictionary definition. (You should
also note how the word is pronounced, and perhaps include a sample
phrase or sentence that illustrates how the word is used.) Carry as many of
these word cards with you as is convenient, and take them out and test
yourself several times a day for a few days, until you have memorized the
meanings of all the words and feel comfortable with them. Then file the
cards for future reference, and start in on a new batch.

My father used the flashcard method while attending the Curtis Institute of
Music in Philadelphia, probably the most prestigious and exclusive
conservatory in the country. He knew that the trade-off for training ten hours
a day to become a top-flight professional musician was missing out on a
well-rounded, liberal arts college education. To make up for it, he took
summer classes at the University of Chicago, read widely on his own, kept
a record of any unfamiliar words he came across, and tested himself
rigorously with the flashcards. Entirely on his own he acquired an excellent
vocabulary, which undoubtedly was an important factor in his later
becoming the principal harpist of the Metropolitan Opera Orchestra in New
York City, a position he held for thirty-eight years until his retirement in the
1980s.

Perhaps intuitively my father understood that a powerful vocabulary will


http://www.processtext.com/abcepub.html

help you achieve more in life—even if your career doesn't appear to require
strong verbal skills. In short, | believe my father is living proof of Johnson
O'Connor's theory that whatever your occupation, the level of your
vocabulary is closely linked to the level of your professional success.

Now for the second vocabulary-building technique, which | call the
“personal dictionary.” With this method, you simply record all the new words
you come across on a legal pad or in a notebook. If you have a computer,
you can start a personal dictionary file, which is easy to update and keep in
alphabetical order.

You can arrange your personal dictionary in any number of ways. You can
show the words you've learned each month, show the words you've learned
from each book you've read, or show which words you've learned from
conversing with friends and business associates. However you choose to
organize it, your personal dictionary is your individual record of progress, a
measure of how much you've read, heard, and absorbed.

To sum up what we have discussed so far: Carefully reading and
reviewing each level of Verbal Advantage, in the proper order, will put your
vocabulary development into high gear. But if you want to keep your verbal
skills humming along smoothly after you finish the program, you need to
read more, use your dictionary, keep track of the words you learn, and
review them frequently.

And with that unambiguous tirade, we come to the end of Level 2. Be
sure to review this level so you'll be fully prepared to take on the more
challenging words ahead. And while you're at it, maybe you should also find
your dictionary and give it a thorough dusting. It wouldn't hurt to start
consulting it while you're reading the rest of the Verbal Advantage
program.

Answers to Review Quizzes for Level 2
Keywords 1-10

1. Yes. To advocate means to support, be in favor of, defend by
argument. One may advocate any cause, either worthy or
unworthy.

2. No. To delegate means to entrust with authority or power, hand
over management or control to another.

3. No. Unprecedented means unheard-of, novel, new, having no
precedent or prior example.

4. Yes. Poignant means piercing, sharp, keen, penetrating to the
senses, the mind, or the emotions.
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No. Nebulous means unclear, hazy, vague, indistinct, obscure.

No. Clandestine means kept secret, done in secrecy,
especially for an evil, immoral, or illegal purpose.

No. A tirade is a long-drawn-out speech, especially a vehement
and abusive one.

No. Unprecedented means unheard-of, never having happened
before. Recur means to happen again, especially at intervals or
after some lapse of time.

No. Oral means expressed through spoken words. Tacit means
unspoken, silent, implied or understood without words.

10.Yes. An allegation is an assertion or declaration, especially one

made without proof.

Keywords 11-20

1.
2.
3.

False. Gullible means easily deceived, fooled, or cheated.
True. Benign means kindly, good-natured, gracious, mild.

False. Peripheral means external, on the outside or boundary
of something; hence, not essential, irrelevant.

False. Rebuff means to refuse bluntly, reject sharply, snub,
spurn.

False. A benign person is gracious, good-natured. Animosity
means hatred, hostility, ill will, strong dislike.

True. Tenuous means thin, weak, flimsy, lacking substance or
strength.

False. Complacent means self-satisfied, smug, overly pleased
and concerned with oneself.

True. Acme means the peak, summit, highest point.

False. Defunct means dead, extinct, obsolete; no longer in
existence, effect, operation, or use.

10.True. To abet is to encourage, support, assist in achieving a

purpose. It may be used of offering aid to good people or
purposes as well to those that are bad.

Keywords 21-30

1.
2.

Antonyms. Haggard means worn-out, tired, gaunt, emaciated.

Synonyms. Waive means to relinquish or give up voluntarily.
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Antonyms. Carnal means pertaining to the flesh as opposed to
the spirit, bodily, sensual, corporeal.

Antonyms. Sanction means to approve, allow, permit, authorize.

Synonyms. Ambiguous means uncertain, unclear, doubtful,
having an obscure or indefinite meaning.

Antonyms. Miserly means hoarding money; the miserly person
is a penny-pincher, cheapskate, skinflint. Spendthrift means
wasteful, spending extravagantly; a spendthrift is a person who
thoughtlessly wastes money.

Antonyms. To mollify means to calm, soothe, pacify, appease.

Antonyms. Ambiguous means uncertain, unclear, indefinite.
Unequivocal means clear and direct, definite, straightforward,
having a single, obvious meaning, capable of being interpreted
in only one way.

Synonyms. Malleable means adaptable, capable of being
shaped or molded.

10.Synonyms. Verbose means wordy, long-winded.

Keywords 31-40

l.

Portable doesn't fit. Transient means temporary, passing,
lasting a short time.

Puzzle doesn't fit. Nettle means to irritate, annoy.

Revoke doesn't fit. Revoke means to take back, withdraw,
cancel. Repudiate means to reject, refuse, renounce, deny.

Hostile doesn't fit. Impetuous means hasty, impulsive, rash,
acting suddenly with little or no thought.

Spendthrift doesn't fit. Spendthrift means wasteful, spending
extravagantly. Frugal means economical, spending carefully.

Inadequate doesn't fit. Incongruous means inappropriate,
inconsistent, out of place.

Sympathize doesn't fit. To assuage means to relieve, ease,
make less severe or intense.

Explain doesn't fit. To corroborate means to confirm, support,
substantiate, make more certain or believable.

Show off doesn't fit. To embellish means to decorate, dress
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up, adorn, make more beautiful, elegant, or interesting.

10.Lustful doesn't fit. Avaricious means greedy, miserly, covetous,

driven to accumulate wealth and possessions.

Keywords 41-50

1.

7.
8.
9.

Cursory means hasty and superficial, done quickly with little
attention to detail.

Vacillate means to waver, show uncertainty, hesitate in making
up one's mind.

Clement means mild, temperate, not severe or extreme.
Clement may also mean merciful, lenient, inclined to forgive.

Lucrative means profitable, money-making, producing wealth.

Allocate means to assign, designate, earmark, set aside for a
specific purpose.

Reconcile means to make friendly again, settle, resolve, bring
into harmony or agreement.

A paragon is a model of excellence, perfect example.
Analogous means similar, comparable, alike in some respects.

Diurnal means daily, recurring each day.

10.A pretext is an excuse, ostensible reason, a professed purpose

designed to hide the real purpose.

Review Test for Level 2

l.

Remember the five principles for effective reading? Fill in the
missing words:

(1) Read of your specialty or area of expertise.
(2) Go for
(3) Read what you
(4) Read with a
(5) Don't yourself.

When you read, the best thing you can do to help build your
vocabulary is

(a) look for words you don't know

(b) try to guess what words mean from context
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(c) read around words you don't know

(d) read books with difficult words

. Which word means exuding a fragrance, aromatic?
(a) adamant

(b) redolent

(c) poignant

(d) ambient

. Which one of the following words denotes a coin collector?
(a) prestidigitator

(b) philatelist

(c) sommelier

(d) numismatist

. Which word means to report widely, spread the word?
(a) aver

(b) eschew

(c) bruit

(d) impugn

. Which word means softening, soothing?

(a) enervating

(b) emollient

(c) ebullient

(d) effervescent

. Which word means belonging or native to a particular country or
region?

(a) indigenous
(b) ingenuous
(c) inviolable

(d) innocuous

. Which word means arousing sexual desire?


http://www.processtext.com/abcepub.html

(a) clandestine
(b) carnal
(c) avaricious
(d) salacious
9. Which word means means careful and persistent?
(a) monotonous
(b) impetuous
(c) assiduous
(d) incessant
10.Which pair of words is not synonymous?
(a) antagonism, animosity
(b) rudeness, rancor
(c) malice, malevolence
(d) antipathy, enmity
11.What is the proper pronunciation of poignant?
(a) POY-int
(b) POYN-yint
(c) POYG-nint
(d) POYN-int
12.In convocation, the prefix con- means
(a) together
(b) against
(c) additional
(d) same
13.Which of the following is not characteristic of a tirade?
(a) It is protracted.
(b) It is censorious.
(c) It is enigmatic.

(d) It is vituperative.
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14.What is the proper pronunciation of clandestine?
(a) klan-DES-tyn
(b) klan-DES-teen
(c) klan-DES-tin
(d) KLAN-des-tyn
(e) KLAN-des-teen

15.Vocal, vocational, and evocative come from the Latin vocare,
which means

(a) to call
(b) to speak
(c) to feel
(d) to describe
16.Who wrote the classic guide, Modern English Usage?
(a) Noah Webster
(b) Theodore M. Bernstein
(c) H. W. Fowler
(d) Mark Twain
17.In which phrase is periphery used figuratively?
(a) the periphery of experience
(b) the periphery of town
18.What is the nadir?
(a) the lowest point
(b) the highest point
(c) the beginning
(d) the end
19.In modern usage, /ucre usually implies
(a) a great fortune
(b) ill-gotten gains

(c) a profitable venture


http://www.processtext.com/abcepub.html

20.In which part of a newspaper are you most likely to come
across words you can add to your vocabulary?

(a) the sports section
(b) the society page
(c) the editorial page
(d) the advice columns
21.Which of the following is least likely to make a person haggard?
(a) working too hard
(b) eating too much
(c) lack of sleep
(d) malnutrition
22.Improvident, prodigal, profligate, and spendthrift all mean
(a) foolish
(b) unlucky
(c) poor
(d) wasteful
23.Which word is not a synonym of verbose?
(a) prolix
(b) voluble
(c) garrulous
(d) taciturn
(e) loquacious

24.The phrase “a paragon of American ingenuity” would best
describe which person?

(a) Abraham Lincoln

(b) Thomas Alva Edison
(c) Ernest Hemingway
(d) Martin Luther King, Jr.

25.What is the preferred pronunciation of -lived in short-lived and
long-lived?
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(a) with a short j as in give
(b) with a long i as in strive
26.Which of the following is a privative prefix meaning “not”?
(a) sub-
(b) con-
(c) mis-
(d) in-
27.What is the traditional and proper pronunciation of assuage?
(a) uh-SWAYZH
(b) uh-SWAYJ
(c) uh-SWAHZH

28.Three of the following words are related in meaning. Find the
unrelated word:

(a) investigate

(b) authenticate
(c) corroborate
(d) substantiate

29.Which sentence illustrates the precise and proper use of
comprise?

(a) New York City comprises five boroughs.
(b) New York City is comprised of five boroughs.

30.Which word properly refers to things experienced through the
senses?

(a) sensuous
(b) sensual

31.Cursory, course, curriculum, and courier all come from the
Latin currere, which means

(a) to examine
(b) to deliver

(c) to run
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(d) to be steady

32.Enigmatic, cryptic, and equivocal are synonyms of which
word?

(a) reticent
(b) ambiguous
(c) ambivalent
(d) tenuous
33.Which word is an antonym of cursory?
(a) protracted
(b) haphazard
(c) slapdash
(d) superficial
34.Someone who vacillates
(a) puts things off
(b) is reluctant to speak
(c) has difficulty making a decision
(d) rushes ahead without thinking
35.Clement comes from a Latin word that means
(a) sweet
(b) friendly
(c) mild
(d) light

Answers
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Evaluation

A Score Of 30-35 is excellent. If you answered fewer than thirty questions
correctly in this test, review the entire level and take the test again.
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Level 3

Welcome to Level 3 of Verbal Advantage. Let me begin by asking you an
important question: Do you know the name of your dictionary?

Think about it for a moment. Can you remember the full name?

Here's why | ask: In the professional workshops I've taught I've found that
most people haven't the slightest idea what the name of their dictionary is.
“Webster's,” they tell me, and | shoot back: “Did you know that the name
Webster is in the public domain, and there are easily over a dozen
dictionaries called ‘Webster's’ on the market? Which Webster do you
own?”

Most people don't know the name of their dictionary or who publishes it.
They may know if it's old or new, but they generally don't know if it's
abridged or unabridged, or what its strengths and weaknesses are. That
has always struck me as strange. Would you buy a car without knowing the
name of the company that made it, or a tool without knowing how to use it?
Most people agree that a dictionary is an essential resource—one that
everyone should own—but they rarely take advantage of all it has to offer.

The average college-educated person probably consults a dictionary
once or twice a month. In my workshops I've found that secretaries use a
dictionary once or twice a week. Their bosses, on the other hand—the
managers, executives, and professionals—may crack the binding of a
wordbook as infrequently as once or twice a year. As I'm sure you can
guess by now, that spells disaster for anyone who wants to use the
language with precision.

The Dictionary Habit

Part of achieving the verbal advantage is developing what | call “the
dictionary habit.” | can assure you it is a beneficial addiction. No harm will
come to you from using a dictionary to increase your knowledge of words.

You should own at least two dictionaries—keep one at work and one at
home—and make an effort to consult them regularly. (If you work on a
computer, you can use a dictionary on CD-ROM if you find that more
convenient.) Look up any challenging words you come across in reading—
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especially those you think you know and have been reading around, as we
discussed earlier. You should also use the dictionary when you write.

Let me underscore that last point. If you write without consulting a
dictionary, all sorts of embarrassing errors can slip by into the finished
product. A report, proposal, or memo in which words are misused or
misspelled is irritating to read, and we all know that when it comes to
making the right impression, even a little irritation can damage your
credibility.

| should also stress that relying only on your computer's spelling and
grammar checker is not enough. Spelling and grammar checkers are
notoriously fallible. They often fail to expose common errors—for example,
using it's for its, their for there, and effect for affect—and they frequently
suggest “corrections” that are erroneous and sometimes ludicrous. Your
checker will help you catch some mistakes, but it is no substitute for diligent
use of a dictionary.

| once edited a book on business leadership by a prominent
management consultant who has a doctoral degree. Throughout the book,
the author used the phrase “a decisional criteria.” Does anything about that
phrase strike you as objectionable? If you're thinking “That sounds like
jargon” (word 46 of Level 1), you're right. It's an example of specialized,
unnecessarily technical language. Beyond that objection, | suspect that
most readers would find the phrase innocuous.

Now there's a fine word: innocuous (i-NAHK-yoo-us). It means harmless,
not producing any ill effect, as an innocuous drug or an innocuous remark.
Look it up and see if I'm right.

And now let's get back to the phrase “a decisional criteria.” It may seem
innocuous, but in fact it contains two serious errors.

First, the word criteria is the plural of criterion. “A criteria” is wrong. You
must say “This is my criterion” (singular), and “These are my criteria”
(plural). With a quick peek into a dictionary, the author could have corrected
the mistake. In checking the definition of criterion, he also could have
avoided the second blunder: redundancy—for even if the phrase were
corrected to “a decisional criterion,” it would still be redundant.

A criterion is a standard on which a judgment or decision is based.
“Decisional criterion” repeats the idea conveyed by the meaning of
criterion alone. Translate the author's words into clear and simple English
and you have the ridiculous phrase “a standard for decision-making that
pertains to making decisions.”

So you see, writing isn't easy, and even well-educated people can make
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mistakes if they don't take the time to examine their diction—their choice of
words—and check their usage and spelling in a dictionary.

Don't delegate this task to a secretary or assistant. You will learn a great
deal from editing your own writing, you will avoid the embarrassment of
turning out a shoddy product, and you will save yourself the time spent
rectifying things down the line. The more paperwork you have, the easier it
is to overlook small but significant errors; therefore it's essential that you
make time to revise everything you write—not just the reports and
proposals and briefs, which usually get the most attention, but also your
everyday letters and memoranda.

Here's something helpful you can do your next day on the job: Ask a
coworker whose language skills you trust to look over what you have written
before it goes out the door. In asking this favor you can offer to return it,
and so begin to set up an editorial system that can wind up improving the
quality of writing in the entire office or department.

A second and even third pair of eyes never hurt a piece of writing; in fact,
every book, before it gets bound and published, is scrutinized by at least
four persons—the author, editor, copy editor, and proofreader. Even then, a
few errors still may appear in the finished product. Nobody's perfect, but
the more conscientious you are about checking your writing and the more
help you can get correcting it, the better off you will be. In the long run it will
pay off in many ways—from making the right impression to satisfying clients
or customers to getting others to understand your point of view.

Which Dictionary Should | Use?

So now that you are going to develop “the dictionary habit,” the next
question to resolve is “Which dictionary should | use?” Although every
dictionary has its strengths and weaknesses, for general purposes just
about any current, hardcover dictionary will do. Paperback dictionaries,
which are sometimes called “pocket” dictionaries, have limited vocabularies
and are best used for checking spelling and pronunciation. Come to think of
it, | could also say that their vocabularies are circumscribed, a word you will
soon meet as keyword 11 of this level.

Hardcover dictionaries come in two sizes: abridged and unabridged.
Unabridged dictionaries contain up to four times as many words as
abridged dictionaries, but they can be bulky and cumbersome, and unless
you have a large desk, they are not well suited for use at the office.
However, | am unequivocal (word 28 of Level 2), adamant (word 15 of
Level 1), and even obstinate (word 34 of Level 1) in my belief that every
self-respecting, word-conscious person should own an unabridged
dictionary because of the breadth of information it contains. The best place


http://www.processtext.com/abcepub.html

for one is on a table or counter in the living room or family room, where you
can lay it open and thumb through it easily.

For general purposes, the best American unabridged dictionary currently
on the market is The Random House Dictionary of the English Language,
second edition, published by Random House. If you become a serious
word collector and you want to study the origin and development of words,
you may want to acquire the second edition of the great Oxford English
Dictionary, or OED, which is available in a compact, micrographic edition.

In the office most people use an abridged dictionary, usually called a
“‘desk dictionary” or “college dictionary.” Desk dictionaries are easy to
handle and contain most of the linguistic information you will need on the
job. Of the many on the market today, the four most reputable are Random
House Webster's College Dictionary, published by Random House;
Merriam-Webster's Collegiate Dictionary, tenth edition, published by
Merriam-Webster; Webster's New World Dictionary, fourth college edition,
published by IDG; and The American Heritage Dictionary, third edition,
published by Houghton Mifflin, an oversized desk dictionary masquerading
as unabridged.

How to Read a Dictionary

Now I'd like to share with you a few tips on how to read a dictionary—in
other words, how to get the most out of what it contains.

A dictionary is an extraordinarily detailed and comprehensive source of
knowledge about language, a one-volume reference library. Not only does
your dictionary define words, it also shows how they're pronounced, it
explains where they came from, and it provides information on grammar,
usage, and style.

When you look up a word, the first thing the entry tells you is the thing
people most often overlook: pronunciation. Don't skip over the
pronunciation to get to the definition. The task of learning how to use a word
begins with knowing how to say it right. If you have trouble deciphering
some of the symbols used to indicate pronunciation, don't worry. I'll be
giving you some help with that in Level 5.

The next thing the dictionary tells you is the part of speech—whether the
word is a noun (n.), verb (v. or vb.), adjective (adj.), adverb (adv.), and so
on. Mainly, this helps you save time finding the right entry or part of an entry.
For example, if you look up the word /evel you will find three listings: for the
noun a level, the verb to level, and the adjective level. The part-of-speech
label directs you quickly to the definition you need.

Usually before but sometimes after the word is defined there is another
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useful bit of information that most people unfortunately can't be bothered
with: the etymology (ET-uh-MAHL-uh-jee). Etymology is the history of a
word or the study of the history of words. It is often confused in
pronunciation with enfomology (EN-tuh-MAHL-uh-jee), which means the
study of insects. | have heard numerous college-educated professionals
say entomology when they meant etymology. You see how a little slip of
the tongue can result in a serious mistake? Remember, there is no en- in
etymology.

If you are committed to building a powerful vocabulary, you should take
the time to read the etymology of each word you look up in the dictionary.
At first the foreign words will seem strange, but soon you will begin to see
patterns and recognize relationships that will give you deeper insight into
the language and help you decipher the meanings of unfamiliar words.

For example, the combining form mal- comes from the Latin malus, bad,
evil. In English, when mal- appears in a word it means bad, inadequate, or
abnormal, as in malpractice, bad practice, maladjustment, inadequate
adjustment, and malformation, abnormal formation. Once you're familiar
with mal-, you have a clue to help you deduce the meanings of the harder
words malefactor (MAL-uh-FAK-tur), a bad person, evildoer, criminal;
maladroit (MAL-uh-DROYT), inadequately skilled, clumsy, awkward; and
malapropos (MAL-ap-ruh-POH), not normal or appropriate to the situation,
not apropos (ap-ruh-POH). If vocabulary is the key to success, then
etymology—word history—is the key to successfully building a large and
exact vocabulary.

Now let's talk about the information everyone associates with a dictionary:
definition. | want to stress here that you should always read all the
definitions of the word you are looking up. Most people tend to skip to the
definition that fits whatever they have just read or written. Don't sell yourself
short. (Remember, from Level 2, my fifth principle for effective vocabulary
building? “Don't cheat yourself.”) Read the entire entry. A word may have
two or three or even ten different senses. Learning the other meanings of a
word is like learning several new words instead of just one.

While we're on the subject of definition, let me introduce you to the words
denotation (DEE-noh-TAY-shin) and connotation (KAHN-uh-TAY-shin).
The denotation of a word is its precise, explicit meaning, its dictionary
definition. The connotation of a word is its implied meaning, including all
the ideas, images, and emotions the word suggests.

The corresponding verbs are denote (di-NOHT) and connote
(kuh-NOHT). In The Careful Writer, Theodore M. Bernstein nicely
distinguishes the two words. “Denote means, connote implies,” writes
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Bernstein. “To denote is... to furnish a factual, exact definition. To connote
...embraces all the overtones, flavors, and suggestions that are not explicit
in the purely minimal dictionary definitions.” In short, knowing the denotation
of a word helps us use it with precision and clarity. Grasping its connotation
helps us use it to better effect—with greater sensitivity, wit, or power.

Dictionary definitions stick chiefly to denotation; the connotation is
something you'll have to wrestle with on your own. As you acquire new
words and learn what they denote, take care to consider what they connote,
not only to you but to others.

Two more useful features in today's dictionaries are usage notes and
synonym studies. Most desk dictionaries include brief remarks on the
proper and improper use of certain controversial words. If you see a usage
note after a dictionary entry, be sure to read it. But bear in mind that the
opinions given in usage notes vary from dictionary to dictionary. Some are
more strict and others more permissive. If possible, compare notes in two
or more dictionaries, and when in doubt, take the cautious route—be
circumspect (word 21 of this level}—and avoid any usage that seems
questionable or that you think other educated people may find
objectionable.

Now, let me ask you this: Off the top of your head can you differentiate
the words gather, collect, assemble, congregate, accumulate, amass,
marshal, and rally? Reading your dictionary's synonym studies will help
you gain insight into the subtle differences in meaning among these and
other groups of closely related words, which in turn will help you make
precise distinctions in your choice of words.

The last dictionary feature I'd like to bring to your attention is the
supplement (or sometimes supplements) on style. Most current desk
dictionaries have one, yet most people have no idea this invaluable
resource is there. Check your dictionary's table of contents to find out
where these few priceless pages are hidden. The style guide explains in
simple terms the rudiments of punctuation, capitalization, documentation of
source material in footnotes and bibliographies, and proper forms of
address. (And while you're checking your dictionary for the whereabouts of
the style guide, do you also need to check on the word rudiments?)

| cannot overemphasize the importance of this information. Anyone who
commits words to print (and even e-mail) must have a solid sense of where
to place commas and semicolons, how to use single and double quotation
marks, and when and when not to hyphenate and capitalize. Don't be caught
with your periods or commas outside your quotation marks. Consult your
dictionary's style guide whenever you have the slightest doubt about the
mechanics of writing.
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The point of all this talk about what's inside your dictionary is to impress
upon you how much more you can learn from that book than simply what
words mean and how they are spelled. The dictionary is there to help you at
every step of your journey toward mastery of the language—so use it often
and enjoy the process of discovery! And while you're exploring the
dictionary, if you're confused by any of the symbols, abbreviations, or
labels you come across, all you have to do is consult the explanatory notes
printed in the front of the book.

Now let's get back to the business of building your vocabulary. Here are
the first ten keywords in Level 3:

Word 1: perrar (di-FRAY)

To pay, provide money for, cover the cost or expenses of.

Pay and defray are synonymous, but they are not interchangeable. You
pay for a meal in a restaurant, you don't defray it. You pay your bills, you
don't defray them. In current usage defray means to cover the cost or
expense of something, especially to provide money for a portion of that
cost or expense. For example, you might use an income tax refund to help
defray the expense of a trip to Europe. A nonprofit corporation that
receives a grant or donation might use it to defray the cost of office
equipment and supplies.

Word 2: tacirury (TAS-i-turn)

Silent, not talkative, holding one's tongue, reserved, uncommunicative,
reticent (RET-i-sint).

Challenging antonyms of taciturn include garrulous (word 8 of Level 4),
loquacious (loh-KWAY-shus), effusive (e-FYOO-siv, word 13 of Level 7),
and voluble (VAHL-yuh-bul, word 1 of Level 5).

Taciturn comes from the same Latin root as tacit (word 9 in Level 2).
Tacit means unspoken, done or made in silence. Taciturn means silent by
nature, preferring not to speak.

Taciturn and reticent both mean not talkative, uncommunicative. Reticent
suggests a disinclination to express one's feelings or supply information.
Taciturn refers to a person who is habitually silent and withdrawn.

A word of caution about reticent. Though you increasingly hear people
use reticent to mean reluctant, in careful usage these words are not
synonymous. Reluctant means unwilling, hesitant, disinclined. Reticent
means reluctant to speak.
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Word 3: terse (rhymes with worse)

Brief and to the point, free of superfluous words, expressed in a pointed
and polished way.

More difficult synonyms of terse include concise, pithy (PITH-ee),
succinct (suhk-SINGKT), and laconic (luh-KAHN-ik, word 18 of this level).

Antonyms include long-winded, redundant, verbose (word 30 of Level
2), and prolix (word 1 of Level 9).

Concise, succinct, and terse all suggest brevity, expressing something in
a brief and direct way. Concise implies eliminating anything unnecessary or
superfluous: “Her presentation was persuasive and concise.” Succinct
implies getting the point across in the fewest possible words: “An effective
letter to the editor must be succinct.”

By the way, I'm sure you've heard the beastly mispronunciation
suh-SINGKT, which in recent years has become widespread among
educated speakers. Good speakers don't say ASS-uh-dent for accident,
uh-SEPT for accept, or suh-SEED for succeed, so there's no logical
reason for saying suh-SINGKT. Take care to pronounce the cc in succinct
like k-s: suhk-SINGKT.

But let's get back to our keyword, terse. Terse writing or speech is brief,
pointed, and polished. It communicates smoothly and effectively, without
digressions or excess words. Terse may also suggest expression that is
blunt or brusque (rhymes with dusk). A terse reply is brief and pointed, but
it stops just short of being rude.

Word 4: soon (rhymes with moon)

A blessing, timely and welcome benefit, something beneficial bestowed
upon one, something to be thankful for.

A boon once meant a favor or request. In stories of yore—of time long
past—knights, courtiers, and all manner of supplicants would bow before
their kings and queens and say, “As your humble servant, | beseech you to
grant me this boon.” Are you wondering what supplicant means? A
supplicant (SUHP-li-kint) is a person who begs for something, and
supplication is the act of begging for something humbly and earnestly.

Getting back to boon, the meaning “favor, request’ is now archaic
(ahr-KAY-ik), or old-fashioned, and today boon is used to mean a blessing,
a timely and welcome benefit, something to be thankful for, as in “This

”,

good weather is a boon”; “His efforts were a boon to their enterprise.”
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Word 5: rroLetariar (PROH-luh-TAIR-ee-it)

The working class, especially the industrial wage-earning class, which earns
its living by manual labor. The adjective is proletarian (PROH-luh-TAIR
-ee-in), of or relating to the working class.

In the philosophy of Karl Marx, the famous exponent (ek-SPOH-nint; do
you need to look it up?) of communism, the proletariat comprises those
members of society without property or capital who must sell their labor to
survive. Proletariat comes through French from the Latin proletarius, which
means a Roman citizen of the lowest class. Today the word is still used to
mean the lowest and poorest class of people in any society.

Word 6: xeteroceneous (HET-uh-roh-JEE-nee-us)

Varied, composed of parts of different kinds, made up of unrelated or
diverse elements, mixed, dissimilar, miscellaneous.

The opposite of heterogeneous is homogeneous (HOH-moh-JEE
-nee-us, five syllables), of the same or similar nature or kind.

The prefix homo- means same, similar, like, as in homosexual, attracted
to the same sex; homogenize, to blend, make similar or homogeneous;
and homonym (HAHM-uh-nim), a word that is pronounced the same as
another word but that has a different origin and meaning, such as fair and
fare.

The prefix hetero- means other, different, unlike, as in heterosexual,
attracted to the other sex; heterodox (HET-ur-uh-dahks), having an opinion
different from the accepted opinion, the opposite of orthodox
(OR-thuh-dahks); and heterogeneous, varied, dissimilar, diverse,
consisting of different elements or kinds.

Word 7: pirtance (PIT-"ns)

A small amount, portion, or share, especially a small or meager amount of

money. “Her inheritance was only a pittance”; “He received a pittance for

M,

his services”; “Some people will work for a pittance if the job is rewarding.”

Think of the pit of a fruit, which is small and hard, and you'll easily
remember that a pittance is a small amount of money that is hard to live
on.

Word 8: cus (rhymes with rib)

Smooth-spoken, speaking in a ready, fluent manner, with natural or offhand
ease, talkative in a nonchalant way.
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Synonyms of glib include suave, facile, bland, voluble (word 1 of Level
5), flippant, and unctuous (UHNGK-choo-us).

By the way, | really like the word unctuous. It comes from the Latin
ungere, to anoint, which is also the source of the English word unguent
(UHNG-gwent), a medicinal ointment, salve (SAV or SAHV). By derivation
unctuous means oily, fatty, having a greasy or soapy feel, and today
unctuous is used to mean having a slimy, slippery, or smarmy manner. The
unctuous person appears agreeable or earnest, but in an affected,
self-serving, and insincere way.

Our keyword, glib, also has a slightly unpleasant aroma. In general glib
refers to the ability to speak or to something spoken in a smooth, easy,
nonchalant way, but the word usually suggests a manner that is too smooth
and easy to be convincing. Glib answers may be thoughtless,
ill-considered; glib proposals or solutions may be superficial; and a glib
salesperson or a glib politician may be persuasive but insincere.

Word 9: pencuant (PEN-chint)

A liking, leaning, strong inclination, decided taste: “a penchant for sports,”
“a penchant for poetry,” “a penchant for spicy food.”

More difficult synonyms of penchant include propensity, a profound,
often irresistible inclination; and proclivity, a strong natural or habitual
tendency, especially toward something objectionable or wicked. Career
criminals have a proclivity for violence. Successful businesspeople have a
propensity for discerning the bottom line and making a profit. And many
people have a penchant for chocolate, a strong liking, decided taste.

Word 10: soLicirous (suh-LIS-i-tus)

Concerned, showing care and attention, especially in a worried, anxious, or
fearful way.

Solicitous suggests great concern, usually displayed by thoughtful care
or hovering attention. In this sense solicitous may be followed by the
prepositions of, for, or about. one may be solicitous about the outcome of
an event, solicitous of a child, or solicitous for the welfare of another.

Solicitous may also be used to mean eager, full of desire, willing. In this
slightly different sense it is followed by the preposition to and still conveys
anxious concern: solicitous to gain the advantage; solicitous to know the
results of the election; solicitous to go ahead with the plan.

O © @
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Let's review the ten keywords you've just learned. Consider the following
questions and decide whether the correct answer is yes or no. Answers
appear on page 110.

1. Would a year-end bonus help defray your holiday expenses?
Is a garrulous or loquacious person also taciturn?

Is a terse speaker long-winded and tedious?

Would winning the lottery be a boon?

Is the aristocracy the opposite of the proletariat?

Is American society heterogeneous?

Will some people work for a pittance if the job is rewarding?

Is a glib speaker earnest and excited?

A S A

When you have a penchant for something, do you find it irritating
or disagreeable?

10.Can you be solicitous about someone's health?
A Dictum on Diction

Because you are such an exemplary (word 39 of Level 4) student of
vocabulary, | know you have just looked up the word dictum and
discovered that it comes from the Latin dicere, to say, speak; that it means
a formal pronouncement, an official opinion or decree; and that the plural is
dicta.

Did you also check the word diction? It comes from the Latin dictus, the
past participle of dicere, to say, speak, and it is often used today to mean
vocal expression, specifically one's enunciation, the clarity and distinctness
of one's speech. But the traditional meaning of the word, which is still in
good standing, refers to one's selection of words with regard to clarity,
accuracy, and variety.

Your diction is your choice of words, manner of expression. It differs from
your vocabulary, which is the entire stock of words you possess. Good
diction means using language that is clear, accurate, varied, and apposite
(AP-uh-zit), which means both relevant and appropriate. (Take a moment to
look up apposite.) Poor diction means using a word or phrase in the wrong
way or the wrong place, creating an inappropriate or illogical effect.

Irregardless is a classic example of poor diction. Grammarians have
railed against this nonstandard word for years, but like a hardy cockroach it
continues to crawl out of the illiterate woodwork into the light of
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conversation, and occasionally into the pages of the newspaper. The
proper word is regardless, which means without regard. Adding the
privative, or negative, prefix ir- to regardless creates a double negative.
Irregardless therefore means not without regard, or, more simply, with
concern for. Of course, that's just the opposite of what those who use
irregardless intend it to mean.

Peruse (puh-ROOZ) also has become the victim of mounting abuse.
Peruse once meant to use up, wear out, for the prefix per- means
thoroughly, throughout, through to the end. You can see the prefix per- at
work in the familiar words perfect, which combines per-, thoroughly, with the
Latin facere, to make; and perennial, from per-, throughout, and the Latin
annus, a year. Thus by derivation perfect means thoroughly made, and
perennial means throughout the year.

But let's get back to peruse. In its traditional and still correct sense,
peruse is a lovely word that means to read carefully and critically, examine
closely, read through to the end.

But in recent years people have begun using peruse to mean skim,
browse, dip into or glance through.

Here's a sentence that misuses peruse, which | found in a newspaper
story on book collectors: “Buying at the rate of 50 books a week has clearly
made it impossible for him to read most of his purchases, though he strives
at least to peruse each one.” Properly, the sentence should read like this:
“Buying at the rate of 50 books a week has clearly made it impossible for
him to peruse most of his purchases, though he strives at least to skim
each one.”

Poor diction is painfully apparent in the trendy substitution of the word
reticent for reluctant. We discussed reticent earlier. Do you remember
what it means? Not talkative, not disposed to speak one's mind. It's a
synonym of taciturn (keyword 2 of this level), which you just learned means
habitually silent or reserved.

Reticent has come to be used by many educated speakers in place of
the word reluctant. They say, “I am reticent to talk about it,” or “He is
reticent to take action.” This substitution is a prime example of what | call
the “sounds-like syndrome,” where a fancier word that sounds like a simpler
word gradually takes over the simpler word's meaning, and sometimes
loses its own specific meaning.

The confusion between reticent and reluctant is now so common that
some dictionaries list them as synonyms. You should interpret that as
recognition of the frequency of the error rather than as justification for
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committing it yourself. Don't use reticent when you mean reluctant. You
cannot be “reticent to do something” or “reticent to speak.” You can only be
reluctant. A reluctant person is hesitant, disinclined, unwiling to do
something. A reticent person is reluctant to speak.

Another error of diction | am not reluctant to expose is the use of loathe
for loath. | have heard some of the most prominent broadcasters on radio
and TV confuse and mispronounce these words, and | have often seen the
words confounded in print—even in the pages of such prestigious
publications as The New York Times. The adjective loath (no e at the end)
is a strong synonym of reluctant. When you are loath to do or say
something, you are reluctant almost to the point of aversion or disgust. The
verb to loathe (with an e at the end) means to hate, despise. When you
loathe something, you find it disgusting or despicable.

Loath and loathe are distinguished not only in spelling and meaning but
also in pronunciation. The th in these words has a different sound. Loathe
(LOHTH) has a “voiced” th and rhymes with clothe. Loath (LOHTH) has a
“voiceless” th and rhymes with both. Do not say you are loathe (LOHTH) to
do something. Say you are loath (LOHTH) to do it.

Last but not least, the words emulate and imitate are frequently
confused. To imitate is to follow the example of, take as a model. If you
imitate a person you act the same way that person acts. To emulate means
to strive to equal or excel. If you emulate a person you try to surpass or
outdo that person's ability or achievement. Thus, a son may imitate his
father's mannerisms, but emulate his skill in driving a car. A painter may
imitate a masterpiece, or attempt to emulate the master.

Your diction is important because it reflects the way you think. In many
situations, people judge you on your choice of words. If you loathe
ignorance but are loath to learn, you're not going to go very far. To make a
favorable impression, you must avoid imitating the poor habits of others
and emulate the writers and speakers you admire. And one of the best
ways to improve your diction is to read widely and peruse the dictionary.

OO @

Let's return now to the Verbal Advantage vocabulary. Here are the next ten
keywords in Level 3:

Word 11: circumscrise (sur-kum-SKRYB or SU R-kum-skryb)

To limit, restrict, confine, hem in, fix the boundaries of.

The scribe in circumscribe means to write, draw, and circum- means
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around. Literally, circumscribe means to draw a line around, encircle;
figuratively, it means to enclose within narrow limits, restrict, confine: the
circumscribed routine of daily life; a law that circumscribes certain rights.

You can see the combining form circum- at work in many English words.
Circumstance combines circum-, around, with the Latin stare, to stand, and
means literally “that which stands around”; hence, a condition or factor
influencing a situation or surrounding an event. Circumcision combines
circum- with incision to mean literally “a cutting around.” Circumvent
combines circum-, around, with the Latin venire, to go, and means to go
around, bypass, especially in a clever or resourceful way: “She had to
circumvent a lot of red tape to get the job done.” From this somewhat
circumlocutory (SUR-kum-LAHK-yuh-tor-ee), or roundabout, discussion,
can you guess the meaning of circumnavigate? That's right: It means to
navigate or sail around, as to circumnavigate the earth.

Our keyword, circumscribe, means literally to draw a line around; hence,
to enclose within narrow limits, fix the boundaries of: “A limited vocabulary
can circumscribe your career and undermine your chances for success.”

Word 12: oeartv (rhymes with earth)

A lack, scarcity, insufficiency, inadequate supply of something needed.

A more difficult synonym of dearth is paucity (PAW-si-tee, word 2 of
Level 10). Antonyms of dearth include abundance, surplus, excess,
superfluity (SOO-pur-FLOO-i-tee), plethora (PLETH-uh-ruh, word 19 of
Level 6), and surfeit (SUR-fit, word 49 of Level 8).

Dearth is a noun formed from the adjective dear. Something dear is
precious, costly, highly valued. Literally, a dearth is a lack of something
dear. Dearth is now used of any serious insufficiency or inadequate supply:
a dearth of supplies; a dearth of hope; a dearth of opportunities in the job
market.

Word 13: ncratatine (in-GRAY-shee-AY-ting)

Flattering, attempting to win approval or curry favor, trying to gain
acceptance, done to charm or please another.

The word unctuous (UHNGK-choo-us), which was discussed under glib,
keyword 8 in this level, is a close synonym of ingratiating.

Ingratiating comes from the Latin in, which means in or into, and gratia,
grace. By derivation ingratiating means getting into the good graces of
another.
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Dictionaries and thesauruses often give charming, pleasing, and
agreeable as synonyms of ingratiating, but today the word is rarely used in
a positive sense. Invariably it has the negative suggestion of charming in an
insincere way, pleasing in an attempt to win approval or curry favor,
agreeable so as to get into the good graces of another: “Every time Don
walked by the boss's office or passed him in the hallway, he would flash a
fake, ingratiating smile. That, and other unctuous gestures, soon made
Don's coworkers loathe him.”

Word 14: mercenary (MUR-suh-NER-ee)

Greedy, done for payment only, motivated by a selfish desire for money or
other reward. Synonyms include covetous and avaricious, which are
discussed in word 40 of Level 2.

Mercenary is also close in meaning to the challenging word venal
(VEE-nul). Venal means corruptible, capable of being bribed or bought off:
a venal social climber; a venal politician.

The noun a mercenary denotes a hired soldier, one who fights not for a
cause or for love of country but for money. The adjective mercenary
means done for payment only, motivated by greed: “Harry's interest in the
deal was strictly mercenary.”

Word 15: extemrorize (ek-STEM-puh-ryz)

To improvise, to speak or compose with little or no preparation or practice,
perform something in an offhand or unpremeditated way: “She delivered
her speech using notes, but during the question-and-answer session she
extemporized.”

To improvise is the general word meaning to make up on the spur of the
moment. You can improvise a speech, a tune on the piano, or a plan of
action. Extemporize usually refers specifically to speaking in an offhand,
spontaneous way. The corresponding adjective extemporaneous means
spoken or composed with little or no preparation or practice.
Extemporaneous remarks are impromptu, made up on the spur of the
moment.

Word 16: eruoie (traditionally, ER-uh-DYT; now usually
ER-yuh-DYT)

Learned, scholarly, possessing extensive knowledge acquired chiefly from
books.

Erudite comes from the Latin erudire, to instruct, educate, polish, free
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from roughness or rudeness. The corresponding noun is erudition,
extensive knowledge acquired from reading books: “He displayed his
erudition with wit and grace.”

People and things can both be erudite. For example, erudite professors
often write erudite studies of obscure subjects. Reading Verbal Advantage
will help you build an erudite vocabulary, which in turn will help you become
a more erudite person, someone who possesses a wide store of
knowledge.

| should point out that my pronunciation of erudite and erudition is slightly
different from most educated speakers. Today most people pronounce
these words with a long u: AIR-yoo-DYT (or AIR-yuh-) and AIR-yoo-DISH
-un (or AIR-yuh-). The interesting thing is that the speakers who prefer
these long-u pronunciations rarely take pains to preserve the traditional
long-u sound in duty, assume, student, opportunity, or prelude (properly
PREL-yood, not PRAY-lood). Yet they have trained themselves to say AIR
-yoo-DYT and AIR-yoo-DISH-un presumably because the cultivated sound
of the long u complements the meaning of these words.

The long-u pronunciations of erudite and erudition are not incorrect. In
fact, they have been acceptable for several decades and all current
dictionaries list them. However, to my hypercritical ear they smack of
pseudosophistication, or sham erudition, because they ignore the
etymologically significant rude dwelling within these words and illogically
transform a short Latin u into a long English u. And so | remain faithful to
the older, though now less popular, pronunciations ER-uh-DYT and ER-uh-
DISH-un. (For more on the pronunciation of erudite, see my Big Book of
Beastly Mispronunciations.)

Word 17: austere (aW-STEER)

Severe, somber, stern, serious, grim, grave, dour (properly rhymes with
poor, not sour).

Austere may mean severe or stern in appearance, manner, or practice.
An austere person is forbidding, somber, grave. An austere lifestyle is
characterized by strict self-discipline or severe self-denial. Austere
surroundings have a dearth of creature comforts or decoration; they are
grim and barren.

Word 18: Laconic (luh-KAHN-ik)

Using few words, briefly and often bluntly expressed.

Laconic comes from the Greek lakonikos, a Spartan, a resident of the


http://www.processtext.com/abcepub.html

ancient city state of Sparta, which was renowned for its austere and warlike
people. By derivation laconic refers to the Spartans’ reputation for rigorous
self-discipline and reticence.

Synonyms of /aconic include succinct, concise, terse, and pithy. We
discussed some of these words earlier in this level, under terse (word 3),
but it's worth going over them again so you can clearly distinguish their
meanings.

Succinct means expressed in the briefest, most compressed way
possible: a succinct update on the issue. Concise implies expression that
is free from all superfluous words: a concise letter of resignation. Terse
adds to concise the suggestion of pointedness and polish: a terse
presentation. Pithy refers to concise expression that is full of meaning and
substance, that is both brief and profound: pithy advice.

Laconic expression may be either terse or pithy, but it also implies an
abruptness that can seem brusque or indifferent. Julius Caesar's
three-word pronouncement, “Veni, vidi, vici” (I came, | saw, | conquered),
is one of the most famous laconic statements of all time. There is also the
anecdote about Calvin Coolidge, the thirtieth president of the United States,
who was legendary for his taciturnity, extreme reluctance to speak. As the
story goes, someone once approached Coolidge and said, “Mr. President,
| bet | can make you say more than three words.” Without hesitating or even
cracking a smile, Coolidge shot back, “You lose.” Now that's laconic wit.

Like the ancient Spartans, the laconic speakers and writers of today are
determined to use no more words than are necessary to get the point
across, even at the risk of giving offense.

Word 19: aveuorate (Uh-MEEL-yuh-rayt)

To make or become better or more tolerable, improve, amend, correct,
reform, rectify, raise the condition or state of.

Ameliorate is used chiefly of improving something that needs help
because it is inferior, oppressive, or intolerable. City officials may decide to
ameliorate a run-down neighborhood. A charitable organization may work to
ameliorate the hapless condition of the homeless or the poor.

Word 20: exrunce (ek-SPUHNJ)

To erase, delete, cancel; punch, strike, or wipe out; eradicate, obliterate.

To erase means literally to rub or scratch out. You erase a blackboard or
a pencil mark. To cancel means literally to cross out with lines. You cancel
a check or a clause in a contract. To delete means to remove written
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material. On a computer you can delete a word, a paragraph, or an entire
document with a few keystrokes or clicks of the mouse. To expunge
means to wipe out something completely so it appears as though it had
never existed: to expunge a name from a list; to expunge all record of an
event; to expunge a word from your vocabulary.

OO @

Let's review the ten words you've just learned. Consider the following
statements and decide whether each one is true or false. Answers appear
on page 111.

1. Listening to Verbal Advantage will circumscribe your
vocabulary.

If a country has a dearth of food, its people may be starving.
The ingratiating person uses flattery to win approval.
Mercenary motivations are high-minded and generous.
When you speak off the cuff, you extemporize.

An erudite person lacks knowledge and cultivation.

The happy-go-lucky person has an austere outlook on life.

A laconic speaker is long-winded and boring.

A S S N L I T

If you ameliorate something, you make it better.
10.When you expunge something, you remove all trace of it.

Did you remember to keep track of your answers and calculate your score?
Don't read ahead in the program until you can answer at least eight
questions in these review quizzes correctly.

O © @

Here are the next ten keywords in Level 3:

Word 21: circumspect (SUR-kum-spekt)

Careful, cautious, wary, watchful, carefully considering all circumstances
before acting or making a judgment.

Synonyms of circumspect include discreet, vigilant, and prudent (word
47 of Level 1).

Earlier in this level you learned the word circumscribe, to limit, confine,
restrict. As in that word, the circum- in circumspect means around. The


http://www.processtext.com/abcepub.html

second half of circumspect comes from the Latin specere, to look at
carefully, observe.

The Latin specere is also the source of the words spectator, one who
looks on; spectacle, something unusual to look at, an impressive display;
and spectacular, wonderful to behold. By derivation, circumspect means
looking around carefully before making a decision or taking action, and
that's the meaning of the word today.

Careful implies close attention and concern; one is careful to pronounce
words properly. Cautious implies guarding against danger and risk; you
should be cautious when crossing the street. Circumspect implies a
worried care, a nervous, wary cautiousness. The circumspect person is
concerned about unforseen circumstances  and unfavorable
consequences, and so is careful to avoid making an ill-considered move.

Word 22: quescent (kwy-ES-int)

Still, quiet, tranquil, inactive, at rest or repose.

Antonyms of quiescent include vigorous, animated, sprightly, vivacious,
and ebullient (i-BUHL-yint or i-BUUL-yint).

The words latent, dormant, and quiescent are related in meaning. Latent
applies to something that has not yet been revealed: a latent ability, a latent
desire. Dormant applies to something inactive or that seems asleep: a
dormant volcano, a dormant power. Quiescent suggests a temporary
cessation of activity, a period of rest or repose: the sea was quiescent after
the storm.

Word 23: roee (FOY-bul)

A weak point, slight fault or flaw, minor failing, especially a weakness in a
person's character.

By derivation foible means the weak part of a sword, and it is related to
the word feeble, weak, frail.

A foible is not a serious defect in character but rather a minor flaw or
weakness that is usually forgivable: “A penchant for rich desserts is her
only foible.”

Word 24: rervent (FUR-viNt)

Passionate, having or showing great warmth or intensity of feeling, fiery,
earnest, impassioned.

Synonyms of fervent include vehement, ardent, fervid, and zealous
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(ZEL-us).

Antonyms of fervent include lukewarm, listless, apathetic, indifferent,
impassive, and phlegmatic (fleg-MAT-ik, word 33 of Level 9).

Fervent and fervid both come from the Latin fervere, to boil, glow, and
both are still used to mean very hot, boiling, glowing, burning. When used
of feelings, fervent suggests great warmth and earnestness. Fervid is
stronger and suggests intense, even violent emotion. A fervent speech or a
fervent belief is fiery and passionate, but a fervid debate or a fervid protest
is vehement, overheated, boiling over with passionate intensity.

Word 25: protract (proh-TRAKT)

To draw out, drag out, extend in time, lengthen, prolong, especially to
excess.

Antonyms of protract include abbreviate, condense, curtail, and fruncate
(TRUHNG-kayt).

Prolong and protract both refer to increasing the duration of something.
Prolong suggests making it longer than usual, lengthening it beyond
ordinary limits: to prolong a meeting, a prolonged iliness. Protract comes
from the Latin tractare, to draw, drag around. It suggests drawing or
dragging something out needlessly, often to the point of irritation or
boredom. A protracted trial is long and tedious. A protracted debate seems
to drag on forever. And now, before you accuse me of protracting this
discussion, | shall curtail it—cut it short—and move on to the next word.

Word 26: ostentatious (AHS-ten-TAY-shus)

Showy, extremely conspicuous, extravagant, flamboyant; specifically,
displayed or done in a flashy, vain manner.

Antonyms of ostentatious include simple, plain, modest, and unassuming

Pretentious, pompous, and ostentatious all refer to persons or things
that are showy, extravagant, and self-important. All three words are often
used of style, as in writing, speech, fashion, art, music, or architecture.

Pretentious means laying claim to a level of distinction or worth that is
undeserved. The pretentious person asserts his self-importance in a
demanding, arrogant way. That which is pretentious draws attention to itself
by strutting and bragging.

Pompous means puffed up with exaggerated self-importance. The
pompous person is full of solemn reverence for himself or his opinions.
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That which is pompous takes itself too seriously.

Ostentatious emphasizes conspicuousness and vanity. The ostentatious
person puts on an extravagant show to impress others. Ostentatious
clothing parades itself. An ostentatious display of wealth is an exaggerated,
unnecessary show of wealth.

Word 27: aquanoary (KWAHN-duh-ree or KWAHN-dry)

A state of uncertainty, perplexity, or doubt.

Predicament, dilemma, and quandary all apply to situations or
conditions that are difficult and perplexing.

A predicament is a situation that is especially unpleasant or unfortunate:
“Larry looked at his smashed-up car lying in the ditch, then at his mistress
who was more smashed than his car, and he wondered how he had gotten
himself into this predicament.”

Dilemma (word 3 of level 5) is often used today of any difficult problem
or troublesome situation, but many good writers and speakers object to that
as loose usage. Dilemma comes from the greek di-, meaning two, and
lemma, a proposition, and by derivation means a choice between two
propositions. Strictly speaking, dilemma should be used only of situations
in which one faces a choice between equally undesirable alternatives, as
“The soldiers who defended the Alamo faced a terrible dilemma: to
surrender or die.”

A quandary is a state of uncertainty or confusion that renders one unable
to act. To be “in a quandary” means to be puzzled, full of doubts, and not
sure what to do: “Julie was in a quandary over whether to look for a better
job”; “the thought of buying a new house put them in a quandary: they
wanted a nicer place with more room for the kids, but could they afford it?”

Word 28: censure (SEN-shur)

To blame, condemn, find fault with, criticize harshly, express stern
disapproval of.

Synonyms of censure include denounce, reprimand, and reprehend
(rep-ri-HEND). Antonyms include commend, extol (ek-STOHL), and laud
(rhymes with sawed).

Censure is often used today to mean to reprimand formally, blame or
condemn in an official manner, as “The Senate censured one of its
members for unethical conduct.” But you may also use censure less
formally to mean to express stern disapproval of, criticize harshly, as to
censure an employee for lackadaisical performance. Censure usually
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implies condemnation of irresponsible behavior rather than condemnation
of character.

Be careful not to confuse the words censure and censor. To censor
(SEN-sur) is to suppress or delete something objectionable, as to censor a
book, or to censor unpopular opinions. To censure (SEN-shur) is to blame,
condemn, find fault with.

Word 29: cavi (KAV-U|)

To criticize or complain unnecessarily, point out petty flaws, raise trivial or
frivolous objections.

Synonyms of cavil include nitpick, niggle, carp, and quibble. All these
words suggest making unnecessary criticisms or complaining about trivial
things. A good editor corrects your grammar and punctuation but doesn't
nitpick every sentence. A boss who niggles about every detail will
eventually exasperate the employees. Husbands and wives often carp at
each other about household expenses and domestic chores. Professors
quibble with their colleagues about minor points of scholarship. Newspaper
critics will often cavil in their reviews just to assert their authority as critics.

To cavil means to complain unnecessarily, point out petty flaws, raise
trivial or frivolous objections.

Word 30: assmiate (Uuh-SIM-i-layt)

To absorb, take in, incorporate, appropriate.

In physiology, assimilate means to absorb into the body, convert to
nourishment, digest. In general use, assimilate has two senses. It may
mean to absorb or take into the mind, comprehend, as to assimilate ideas,
to assimilate new words into your vocabulary. It is also commonly used to
mean to adapt to or become absorbed by a system or culture: “American
society is composed of generations of immigrants, some more assimilated
than others.” “He feared that if he accepted the job, he would have to
assimilate into the faceless machine of the bureaucracy.”
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Let's review the ten keywords you've just learned. This time I'm going to
give you two words, and you decide if they are synonyms or antonyms.
Answers appear on page 111.

1. Circumspect and cautious are...synonyms or antonyms?

2. Animated and quiescent are...
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Flaw and foible are...

Fervent and impassive are...

To protract and to curtail are...
Flamboyant and ostentatious are...
Quandary and predicament are...

To censure and to commend are...

A e A

To cavil and to quibble are...
10.To absorb and to assimilate are...
The Express Lane to Better Diction

To keep you on your toes about using the language properly, here's a little
quiz | think you'll enjoy. I'm going to ask you three questions, and in each
one | will make the same error of diction—my choice of words. See if you
can tell which word I'm misusing. Here we go:

1. Would you say there are more cars on the road now than there
were five years ago, or are there less?

2. Do you think a stronger economy will cause less U.S.
companies to manufacture their products in foreign countries?
(I don't care whether you answer yes or no. Just try to tell which
word I'm misusing.)

3. The last time you bought groceries, did you buy less than you
did the time before, or more?

Okay, did you catch which word | abused? If you guessed /ess, you're
right. In each question | failed to make the proper distinction between less
and fewer, a distinction that unfortunately is observed less and less these
days by fewer and fewer people.

Many people incorrectly use less when fewer is required. Here's the
difference.

Less modifies quantities, abstractions, things that are considered single
or whole—/ess food, less time, less money. Fewer modifies things that
can be itemized, enumerated, broken down into separate elements or parts
—fewer thoughts, fewer words, fewer mistakes. In the questions | posed a
moment ago, instead of saying /less | should have said fewer cars, fewer
companies, and fewer groceries, because cars, companies, and groceries
all can be considered individually.

The use of less in place of fewer is so common nowadays that to many
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speakers fewer has come to sound stilted, even if they know it's correct. |
once edited a business manual that contained the following sentence: “As
prices increase, producers will offer more products for sale; as prices
decrease, producers will offer less (or fewer) products.” The author
couldn't decide whether to use less or fewer, and so used both in a
desperate attempt to satisfy all parties—those who erroneously offer less
products, and those who properly offer fewer of them.

If you think I'm just nitpicking or caviling about this fewer/less distinction,
let me assure you that the error has a far-reaching effect on our daily lives.
William Safire, who for years has been writing about language for The New
York Times Magazine, has said that “the most power-intensive moment” in
the history of his column “came when Safeway Stores was criticized for °
Express Lane—Ten Items or Less’ and promptly rectified the mistake.”
Safire boasted that “millions of mothers take their tots through the checkout
counters at that fine company under signs that now read ‘Ten Items or
Fewer.”

| never saw that correction in the Safeway stores where | live. However,
they did make one small change in the express-lane sign: It went from
reading “ten items or less” to “nine items or less.” Perhaps out of guilt for
compounding the error, a short while later Safeway sold out to the giant
supermarket chain Vons.

All was not lost, however. After the Vons people finished relocating the
butter and spaghetti, rearranging the meat, and decorating the store with
double-coupon banners, they finally got around to the wording on the
express-lane signs.

But instead of changing “nine items or less” to “nine items or fewer,” they
simply ducked the diction issue altogether. The express-lane signs now
read, “No more than nine items.”

| hope you will take this little lesson on /ess and fewer to heart. The ability
to distinguish between these words is one sign of a careful writer and
speaker. Using them properly won't make you less attractive or cause you
to have fewer friends. And remember, the people who have less trouble in
life are the ones who make fewer mistakes. So take care to use /less when
you're talking about quantities, abstractions, or things that are considered
single or whole, and use fewer when you're talking about things that can be
itemized, considered individually, or broken down into elements or parts.

O © @

And now it's time to move on and learn no fewer than the next ten
keywords in Level 3.
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Word 31: rescino (ri-SIND)

To cancel, take back, take away, remove; also, to render void, annul,
repeal.

Rescind comes from a Latin verb meaning to cut, and by derivation
means to cut back or away; hence, to remove, cancel, take back something
one has said or done. When you rescind an order, rescind a contract, or
rescind a law, you cancel it, make it void. When you rescind a statement
you take it back, remove it from the record.

Word 32: biscernisLe (di-SURN-i-bul)

Recognizable, detectible, perceptible, capable of being recognized by the
senses or by the mind.

Synonyms of discernible include apparent, evident, distinguishable,
and manifest (MAN-i-fest). Antonyms of discernible include obscure,
invisible, indistinct, and imperceptible.

Discernible and the related words discern, discernment, and discerning
come from a Latin word meaning to sift, separate, distinguish between, and
all of these words pertain to sifting or separating things in order to
distinguish them.

The verb to discern means to recognize with the senses or the mind,
especially to perceive something hidden or obscure: the philosopher's goal
is to discern the truth; the doctor's job is to discern the cause of a disease;
the numismatist—n(y)oo-MIZ-muh-tist, an expert on coins—can discern the
genuine from the counterfeit.

The noun discernment denotes the ability to make accurate distinctions
or discriminate keenly and wisely. Discernment is what enables a good
manager to hire the most capable, loyal employees. The psychologist and
the detective both must show discernment in reading people's character
and assessing their motives. Challenging synonyms of discernment
include astuteness, acumen (uh-KYOO-men), and perspicacity (PUR-spi-
KAS-i-tee).

The adjective discerning means having or showing discernment,
revealing knowledge or insight: a wine taster must have a discerning palate;
the person with a discerning eye has an exceptional ability to make subtle
judgments or distinctions.

The adjective discernible, our keyword, means distinguishable,
perceptible, capable of being discerned: “The faint light of dawn was barely

”,

discernible on the horizon”; “Industry analysts concluded that there was no
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discernible difference between the company's performance before and
after the merger.”

Word 33: catacLysm (KAT-uh-KLIZ-'m)

A disaster, great mishap, catastrophe, violent upheaval.

A disaster, a catastrophe, a calamity, a debacle, and a cataclysm all
refer to accidents, misfortunes, and sudden or violent changes. Let's
examine these words in order.

The negative prefix dis- denotes the absence or reverse of what follows:
dislike is an absence of affection, discomfort is the absence of comfort,
and disadvantage is the reverse of an advantage. In the word disaster, dis-
combines with the Latin astrum, a star, to mean literally a reversal of the
stars, an unfavorable horoscope; hence, an absence of luck, misfortune.
Today disaster refers to a great misfortune involving ruinous loss of life or
property. The sinking of the Titanic and the stock market crash of 1929
were disasters.

Catastrophe (kuh-TAS-truh-fee) combines the Greek kata-, down, with
strophe, turn, to mean literally a down-turning. Originally catastrophe
referred to the final turning point in a Greek tragedy where things go down
the drain. Today catastrophe is used interchangeably with disaster, but
properly disaster emphasizes the unforeseen, unlucky aspect of an event
and catastrophe emphasizes its tragic and irreversible nature: The stock
market crash of 1929 was a disaster for Wall Street, but it was only the
beginning of the economic catastrophe we now call the Great Depression.

A calamity (kuh-LAM-i-tee) is an event that produces great distress,
hardship, or misery, particularly on a personal level: The death of a loved
one is always painful, but there is no greater calamity than the death of a
child.

Debacle (di-BAH-kul) refers by derivation to a violent breaking up of ice in
a river. It is often used today of any violent disruption or breakdown that
leads to collapse or failure: “The breakup of the former Soviet Union was
the debacle of communism”; “When Colosso Corporation laid off 20
percent of its workforce, company executives called it downsizing but
employees called it a debacle.”

Our keyword, cataclysm, comes from a Greek verb meaning to wash
away or dash over. In its original sense, still in good standing today, a
cataclysm is a great flood, a deluge (DEL-yooj), specifically the biblical
flood that inundated the earth for forty days and forty nights. (By the way, to
inundate—pronounced IN-uhn-dayt or, less often, in-UHN-dayt—means to
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overflow or overwhelm.)

In current usage, cataclysm most often refers to a violent upheaval that
causes great destruction and change. The adjective is cataclysmic
(KAT-uh-KLIZ-mik). A cataclysmic event may be geological—such as a
devastating earthquake, fire, or flood—or it may be social or political. Many
would say that World War |l was the greatest cataclysm in the tumultuous
course of twentieth-century history.

Word 34: narcissism (NAHR-si-SIZ-"'m)

Self-love, excessive admiration of oneself.

Synonyms of narcissism include vanity, conceit, egotism, and
amour-propre (ah-MOOR PRAWP-ruh or PRAWP-ur). Antonyms include
humbleness, modesty, and humility.

Narcissism comes from Narcissus (nahr-SIS-us), a character in Greek
mythology who fell in love with his reflection in a pool of water. A narcissist
is a person afflicted with narcissism, self-love, excessive admiration of
one's appearance, abilities, or achievements. Narcissistic is the adjective:
“Amy was sick of dating narcissistic men whose only topic of conversation
was me, me, me.”

Word 35: wncrminate (in-KRIM-uh-nayt)

To charge with a crime, accuse of wrongdoing, implicate, present evidence
or proof of involvement in a wrongful act.

You can see all but the last letter of the word criminal in the spelling of
incriminate. When you incriminate someone, you accuse that person of
doing something illegal or unethical. Incriminating evidence corroborates a
person's involvement in a wrongful act. An incriminating statement is a
statement that makes one appear guilty of wrongdoing.

Word 36: stiewa (STIG-muh)

A mark of shame or disgrace, a moral blemish, a stain on one's character
or reputation.

Stigma comes directly from Greek, and means literally a mark, brand,
tattoo. In its original but no longer common sense, stigma refers to a brand
or scar made with a red-hot iron in the flesh of slaves and criminals. Later it
came to be used of anything that branded a person as unwholesome or
disgraceful, a mark of shame, stain on one's character or reputation: the
stigma of divorce; the stigma of a bad credit rating. The corresponding verb
is stigmatize (STIG-muh-tyz), to brand as shameful, set a mark of disgrace
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upon: The media rarely have an indifferent view of celebrities and
politicians; they either praise them or stigmatize them.

The plural of stigma is either stigmas or stigmata (preferably
STIG-muh-tuh; I'll elaborate in a moment). Stigmas is the anglicized plural
—to anglicize means to make English, conform to English modes of
spelling, pronunciation, and usage. Stigmata, the Latinate plural, is also an
interesting word by itself. Specifically, stigmata refers to marks resembling
the wounds on the crucified body of Jesus Christ that are believed to have
been supernaturally impressed on the bodies of certain persons, such as
St. Francis of Assisi.

Now for a word of advice on pronunciation. For the plural stigmata,
STIG-muh-tuh, with the stress on the first syllable, follows the Latin and
Greek accentuation and is the traditional English pronunciation. The
alternative pronunciation stig-MAH-tuh, with the accent on the second
syllable, has been around since the 1920s; it is now standard and listed first
in some dictionaries. Despite its popularity, however, stig-MAH-tuh is a
pseudoclassical pronunciation; in other words, those who say it that way
probably think they are following the proper classical accentuation. Although
stig-MAH-tuh is not wrong, it carries a slight stigma of affectation. There is
no such stigma associated with the pronunciation STIG-muh-tuh, which |
recommend as having a longer tradition and greater authority.

Word 37: sreviry (BREV-i-tee)

Shortness, briefness, as the brevity of life, the brevity of a child's attention
span.

Brevity may also mean brief expression, shortness of speech, as
“Forcefulness and brevity are the most important characteristics of a good
speaker.” Synonyms of brevity in this sense include conciseness,
succinctness (suhk-SINGKT-nis), terseness, and pithiness.

Brief and brevity both come from the Latin brevis, short, the source also
of the unusual word breve (BREEV, rhymes with /eave and grieve). A
breve is one of the diacritical marks or symbols used to indicate
pronunciation. It's a small curve, like a tiny smile, placed over a vowel to
indicate a short sound, as in the e in pet or the a in cat. You've probably
seen the breve many times in your dictionary without realizing what it is.
Well, now when you see it again you'll know what it's called, and you will
also know that the breve is a symbol for brevity, shortness, briefness.

Word 38: perausite (PUR-kwi-zit)

A benefit, incidental gain or reward; specifically, an expected or promised
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benefit, privilege, or advantage received in addition to one's normal salary
or wages.

You may not have heard the word perquisite before, but I'll bet you're
familiar with the noun perk, as in the phrase “a job with good perks,”
meaning a job with good benefits and privileges. Just as the word bennies
has today become the popular, informal substitute for benefits, the word
perk was created as a shorter, snappier, and informal synonym for
perquisite. But unlike benny meaning benefit, which is recent slang and has
yet to make it into a dictionary, perk dates back to the 1820s. Nevertheless,
perk did not appear in an American dictionary until the 1960s, when
Merriam-Webster's Third New International recorded it along with the label
“chiefly British.” Since then, however, perk has become fully standard in
American usage, and because it has retained its informal flavor it is now
more widely used than the original word, perquisite.

Perquisite comes from a Latin noun meaning acquisition, and ultimately
from a Latin verb meaning to ask or search for diligently. In modern usage,
perquisite refers to a benefit or privilege accompanying a position. The
perquisites of a job are the nice things you expect or that have been
promised in addition to your salary. An expense account, a company car, a
commodious office, and a profit-sharing plan all are nice perquisites—if you
can get them.

Word 39: woicent (IN-di-jint)

Poor, needy, penniless, impoverished, down-and-out.

Challenging synonyms of indigent include destitute and impecunious
(IM-pe-KYOO-nee-us). The impecunious person has little or no money:
“‘Many great writers have suffered through long periods of impecunious
obscurity”; “He is a lazy, impecunious wretch posing as a gentleman.” The
destitute person has no visible means of support: “Ralph's addiction to
booze and gambling eventually left his family destitute”; “the starving,

destitute refugees of a war-torn nation.”

Indigent comes from the Latin indigentis, in need, wanting. The indigent
person is down-and-out and in need of assistance or relief: “They built a
new shelter for the homeless and the indigent”; “Some people resent
paying taxes to support the indigent members of society.”

Word 40: cLarvovant (klair-VOY-int)

Having exceptional powers of perception, unusually clear-sighted or
discerning; specifically, able to see objects or events that others cannot,
having extrasensory perception or the power of divination.
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Clairvoyant comes through French from the Latin clarus, clear, and
videre, to see. By derivation clairvoyant means having the power to see
clearly what others cannot. The corresponding noun clairvoyance means
exceptional insight or perception, the ability to see things others can't.
Clairvoyant may also be used to mean a person who supposedly
possesses the power to see into the future, a medium, soothsayer.

With the advent of modern science, clairvoyance has fallen into
disrepute. Yet economists continually attempt to be clairvoyant (though they
rarely are), and many ordinary people experience occasional clairvoyant
moments full of startling, exceptional insight.
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Let's review the ten words you've just learned in another round of “One of
These Definitions Doesn't Fit the Word.” In each statement below, a word
is followed by three ostensible synonyms. Two of the three are true
synonyms; one is unrelated in meaning. Decide which one of the three
ostensible synonyms doesn't fit the word. Answers appear on page 112.

1. To rescind means to seize, cancel, remove.

Discernible means recognizable, perceptible, familiar.

A cataclysm is an uproar, catastrophe, disaster.

Narcissism means self-knowledge, self-admiration, self-love.
To incriminate means to charge, expose, accuse.

A stigma is a design, mark, stain.

Brevity means shortness, briefness, rudeness.

A perquisite is a benefit, favor, privilege.

A e A N T

Indigent means needy, poor, unlucky.
10.Clairvoyant means uncanny, clear-sighted, discerning.

Did you keep track of your answers and calculate your score? With eight
or more correct answers, you may read on. Otherwise, review the last ten
keyword discussions.
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Now let's learn the final set of keywords in Level 3.

Word 41: apror (Uh-DROYT)
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Skillful, clever, dexterous; specifically, showing skill in using one's hands or
in using one's brains.

Synonyms of adroit include deft, resourceful, ingenious, artful, and
adept (word 7 of Level 1). Antonyms of adroit include awkward, clumsy,
inept, and maladroit (MAL-uh-DROYT).

Adroit comes from Latin through the French droit, right, and means
literally “to the right.” Historically, the English language has always favored
the right hand as the better, more skillful hand. Yes, | know that's unfair to
southpaws, but my job is not to “say it ain't so” but to “call 'em like | see’
em.” The fact is, a bias for right-handed words is ingrained in the language,
which is one reason we don't say “out in right field” to mean crazy, weird,
unorthodox.

Let's take a brief look at some of these “handy” English words.

The Latin dexter means on the right side, skillful. From dexter we inherit
the word dexterous, skilled with the hands or body. Now, here's where
things get sinister for lefties. The Latin sinister means left, on the left side,
and also wrong, evil, unfavorable, adverse, the meaning of the English word
sinister today. People who are ambidextrous are equally skillful or
dexterous with both hands. Can you guess what the opposite of
ambidextrous is? The unusual word ambisinister means literally having two
left hands, equally awkward with both hands.

Latin is not the only language that favors righties and disdains lefties. The
French gauche (GOHSH) means left, but also crooked, awkward, clumsy.
Gauche entered English in the eighteenth century, and since then it has
been used to refer to a person who is awkward, crude, or blundering, or to
behavior that lacks culture or social grace. On the other hand (so to speak),
from French we have also assimilated the word adroit, done with the right
hand, and therefore skillful, clever, dexterous.

Adroit may refer to physical dexterity, but it is also often used of mental
ingenuity; for example, you can make an adroit maneuver in a wrestling
match or in a game of chess. Adroit also often implies exhibiting either
physical or mental dexterity to elude danger or extricate oneself from a
difficult situation.

Word 42: pLatitupe (PLAT-i-t(y)OOd)

A flat, dull, ordinary remark, a trite statement or hackneyed saying,
especially one uttered as if it were original or profound: “Phil thought the
management seminar was a big waste of time because the instructor kept
repeating the same old platitudes he had heard many times before.”
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Platitude comes from the French word for flat, and means literally “a flat
remark.” Synonyms of platitude include cliché, truism (TROO-iz-'m), and
bromide (BROH-myd).

Platitude also has several useful relatives. The adjective platitudinous
(PLAT-i-T(Y)OO-di-nus) refers to speech or expression that is dull,
ordinary, commonplace, insipid, banal. The verb to platitudinize (PLAT-i-T(
Y)OO-di-nyz) means to utter platitudes. And a platitudinarian
(PLAT-i-T(Y)OO-di-NAIR-ee-in) is a person who habitually utters platitudes
—flat, dull, ordinary remarks.

In Shakespeare's Hamlet, the character Polonius is considered a
platitudinarian. In bidding leave to his son Laertes, the pompous old adviser
cannot resist sharing his favorite precepts, among them “Neither a borrower
nor a lender be,” “To thine own self be true,” and “The apparel oft
proclaims the man.” These and many other expressions from Shakespeare
have since become platitudes—dull, ordinary statements uttered as if they
were still meaningful and fresh.

Word 43: rastioious (fa-STID-ee-us)

Extremely delicate, sensitive, or particular, especially in matters of taste or
behavior; dainty, fussy, finicky, overnice: fastidious table manners; a
fastidious dresser; a fastidious worker who agonizes over every detail of
the job.

Fastidious may also mean hard to please, extremely picky or demanding,
exacting, critical to a fault: a fastidious ear for music; fastidious in one's
choice of friends; a fastidious client for whom a good job is never good
enough.

Fastidious descends from Latin words meaning squeamish, disgusted,
disdainful, and conceited. More than a trace of these unpleasant words
remains in the way fastidious is used today. The fastidious person is so
excessively concerned with details that he may become squeamish or
disgusted if things are not just right. The fastidious person may also be so
hard to please, so critical and demanding, that she appears contemptuous
of others. According to the great Century Dictionary (1914), “Fastidious
almost always means a somewhat proud or haughty particularity; a
fastidious person is hard to please, because he objects to minute points or
to some point in almost everything.”

Scrupulous, meticulous, punctilious, and fastidious all suggest
demanding standards and careful attention to every aspect or detail.

Scrupulous (SKROO-pyuh-lus) means having scruples or principles;
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hence, rigorously careful and exact about doing what is correct and proper:
“City officials called for a scrupulous investigation into the alleged
embezzlement of public funds”; “All employees must follow company
regulations scrupulously.”

Meticulous (muh-TIK-yuh-lus) is often used today to mean painstaking,
taking pains to attend to details or exercise care, as in “The report showed
meticulous research,” or “Doctors must wash their hands meticulously
before examining patients.” Bear in mind, however, that meticulous comes
through the Latin meticulosus, timid, from metus, fear, and by derivation
properly suggests exaggerated attention to details or unimportant matters
out of nervousness or timidity: “Albert dressed for the interview with
meticulous care, all the while reminding himself that making a good first
impression was the key to getting the job.”

Punctilious (puhngk-TIL-ee-us) comes from the Latin punctum, a point.
From the same Latin punctum comes the English word punctilio
(puhngk-TIL-ee-oh), a fine point, nice detail. By derivation, punctilious
means exact and often excessive attention to punctilios, to fine points or
minute details, especially in observing customs, ceremonies, or
procedures: “The new executive director seemed to have Robert's Rules
of Order memorized, for she cited chapter and verse as she guided the
board through each item on the agenda with a stern and punctilious hand.”

Fastidious means having extremely delicate, sensitive, or particular
tastes; fussy, picky, or demanding in a condescending way. As Webster's
New International Dictionary, second edition (1934), puts it, fastidious
suggests “a certain disdainfulness in rejecting what is displeasing to one's
taste.”

Word 44: venoerra (ven-DET-uh)

A bitter, protracted feud or rivalry.

Vendetta comes through ltalian from the Latin vindicta, revenge,
vengeance, the source also of the English word vindictive (word 39 of
Level 5), vengeful, seeking revenge. The vindictive person feels he has
been wronged and is disposed to retaliate; in certain cases this may lead to
a vendetta, a long, bitter, and often violent feud.

Vendetta refers specifically to the violent tradition, formerly practiced in
Italy, Sicily, and Corsica, of revenging the murder of a relative by killing the
murderer or a member of his family. Of course, such private, extralegal
vengeance usually leads to further retaliation, until a murderous rivalry
ensues. Both in Italian and in English, these protracted blood feuds are
known as vendettas. Anyone who's seen the Godfather film trilogy knows
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that vendettas are still common among the American Mafia, and they can
last for generations.

In English, vendetta may also be used more generally to mean any long,
bitter feud or rivalry, not necessarily between families and not necessarily
attended by bloodshed: “The mayor accused her opponent of waging a
vendetta instead of a campaign.” “At first Steve was excited about his new
managerial position with Eye-for-an-Eye Incorporated, but he soon realized
that the company was run by backstabbing executives engaged in vicious
departmental vendettas.”

Word 45: Lucp (LOO-sid)

Clear, easy to see or understand, plainly expressed. Lucid is also
commonly used to mean clear of mind, mentally sound, rational, sane: “His
ninety-year-old mother is senile, but she still has some lucid days.”

Synonyms of /ucid in the first sense—clear, easy to understand—include
intelligible, comprehensible, Ilimpid (LIM-pid), and perspicuous
(pur-SPIK-yoo-us).

Antonyms include murky, obscure, befuddled, nebulous (word 5 of
Level 2), ambiguous (word 25 of Level 2), and abstruse (ab-STROOS,
word 5 of Level 6), which means complicated, hard to understand.

Anything that is clearly understood or plainly expressed can be described
as lucid: a lucid explanation; a lucid question; a lucid account of the issues.
The wunusual but useful word pellucid (puh-LOO-sid) intensifies the
meaning of /ucid; pellucid means exceptionally clear, extremely easy to
see or understand.

Word 46: sauent (SAY-lee-int)

Conspicuous, noticeable, prominent; sticking or jutting out.

Synonyms of salient include protruding, manifest (MAN-i-fest), obtrusive
(uhb-TROO-siv), and protuberant (proh-T(Y)OO-bur-int). Antonyms include
inconspicuous, unassuming, unobtrusive,  indiscernible,  and
unostentatious (uhn-AHS-ten-TAY-shus).

Salient comes from the Latin verb salire, to leap, jump, spring. That
which is salient seems to leap out at you, jump into view, or spring forward
to command your attention. People often have salient noses or other salient
physical features. A salient characteristic is a person's most conspicuous
or noticeable characteristic. A salient wit is forceful and prominent.

Salient may apply to things that are attractive or unattractive. Salient
beauty and salient ugliness are both striking and conspicuous; they leap out
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at you with equal force.

Word 47: carecoricaL (KAT-uh-GOR-i-kul)

Absolute, unqualified, explicit; without exceptions, conditions, or
qualifications.

Antonyms of categorical include ambiguous (word 25 of Level 2), and
doubtful, dubious, indefinite, enigmatic, and equivocal.

In the philosophy of logic, a categorical proposition affirms something
absolutely without resorting to conditions or hypothesis. In the philosophy
of ethics, Immanuel Kant's famous categorical imperative is, as the third
edition of The American Heritage Dictionary puts it, “an unconditional
moral law that applies to all rational beings and is independent of any
personal motive or desire.”

In general usage, categorical refers to statements or assertions that are
absolute, unqualified, direct and explicit. A categorical reply is direct and
explicit; a categorical refusal is complete and unconditional; a categorical
denial is absolute and unqualified.

Although categorical may be used of any utterance that is absolute and
unqualified, today it often suggests a statement or state of mind that is rigid,
narrow, arrogant, or arbitrary. A categorical decision may seem universal to
some but unfair and arbitrary to others. And when someone calls a creed or
opinion categorical, the implication is that some assert that it is absolute
while others believe it is narrow-minded or false.

Word 48: wscrutasie (in-SKROO-tuh-bul)

Incomprehensible, unfathomable, extremely difficult to understand, not
open to investigation or analysis.

Synonyms of inscrutable include mysterious, impenetrable, esoteric
(ES-uh-TER-ik, word 29 of Level 5), arcane (ahr-KAYN), and abstruse
(word 5 of Level 6). Antonyms include comprehensible, lucid (word 45 of
this level), and perspicuous (pur-SPIK-yoo-us).

Inscrutable combines the negative prefix in-, which means not, with the
Latin scrutari, to examine, inspect, search thoroughly. Scrutari is also the
source of the English words scrutinize, to investigate, examine closely, and
scrutiny, a close examination. By derivation inscrutable means incapable
of being scrutinized, not able to be examined or investigated.

Anything that cannot be fathomed, that does not open itself readily to the
understanding, may be called inscrutable. Many of the workings of nature
are inscrutable, even to biologists. Human nature and the functions of the
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mind are still inscrutable to psychiatrists and neurologists. And even to
philosophers and theologians the meaning of life is still—and probably
always will be—inscrutable.

Now for some advice on usage: Chances are you've heard inscrutable
used in the phrase “an inscrutable smile.” That's a cliché, a hackneyed
expression. Unless you're trying to be humorous, it's best to avoid it
altogether. When you use inscrutable, strive for an original turn of phrase.

And one other word of caution: In the past, perhaps because of the
popularity of the fictional characters Fu Manchu and Charlie Chan, the word
inscrutable was often applied to Asians or to the Asian race. You should be
aware that today this use is considered not only cliché but also derogatory
and offensive.

Word 49: construe (kun-STROO)

To interpret, explain the meaning or intention of.

Construe comes from the same Latin source as the familiar words
construct and construction. One less common meaning of the word
construction is an explanation or interpretation; in this sense, to put a
construction on something—such as a statement or an action—means to
assign a meaning to it, explain its significance or intent. For example, in
every case decided by the United States Supreme Court, the role of the
justices is to put their particular construction on how the Constitution shall
influence the law of the land.

By derivation, the verb to construe means to put a particular construction
on something, to interpret it, explain its underlying meaning or intention.
Silence is often construed as agreement. An ambiguous reply is difficult to
construe. Some men insist on construing that when a woman says no, she
really means yes. If your boss asks you why you were late to work three
days in a row, while you dream up an excuse you can buy time by
responding, “I'm not sure how to construe your question.”

Word 50: a.uoe (uh-LOOD)

To refer to something indirectly, make a casual reference.

Synonyms of allude include suggest, hint, insinuate, and intimate
(IN-ti-mayt). Antonyms include indicate, specify, detail, and enumerate
(I-N(Y)OO-mur-ayt).

To allude and to refer are synonymous but differ markedly in usage. To
refer is to mention something specifically, point it out distinctly: The
Declaration of Independence refers to ‘life, liberty, and the pursuit of
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happiness” as “unalienable rights.” To allude is to refer to something
indirectly or casually, without mentioning it. A political candidate might allude
that an opponent has a skeleton in the closet. In a report or proposal you
might allude to a study that supports your point without citing it directly.
Someone who is afraid of heights might allude to a disturbing childhood
experience as the source of the phobia.

The corresponding noun is allusion (uh-LOO-zhun). An allusion is an
indirect, casual, or passing reference: “The novel contains many allusions
to Shakespeare”; “Only by allusion did the article suggest that the company
was in financial trouble.”

& © @

Let's review the ten keywords you've just learned. This time I'm going to
give you the review word followed by three words or phrases, and you
decide which of those three answer choices comes nearest the meaning of
the review word. Answers appear on page 112.

1. Is an adroit maneuver skillful, quick, or deceptive?

2. Is a platitude a strong opinion, a trite statement, or an
embarrassing error?

3. Is a fastidious person thoughtful and patient, pushy and
obnoxious, or fussy and demanding?

Is a vendetta a bitter feud, an official reprimand, or an apology?
Is a lucid remark humorous, clear, or insightful?

Does salient mean superior, well known, or conspicuous?

NS Bk

Is a categorical statement contradictory, argumentative, or
absolute?

8. Would something inscrutable be irreparable,
incomprehensible, or unusual?

9. Does construe mean to assemble, to interpret, or to agree?

10.When you allude to something, do you reveal it, run away from
it, or refer to it indirectly?

Remember that if you answered fewer than eight of the questions
correctly, you should review the keyword discussions for this last section
before moving on to Level 4.

Putting Your New Words to Work
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Now let's talk about the final stage in the process of vocabulary building:
putting your new words into action. What are you going to do with all these
new words you are working so hard to learn?

| mentioned earlier how words are the tools of thought. They are, in fact,
like finely engineered pieces of machinery in the sense that they are
designed to perform a specific function with precision. If a carpenter drives
a large nail into a slender piece of wood, the wood will split. So it is with
sentences. If a word is too complicated or too simple, if it is forced or
awkward, or if its meaning does not fit the context exactly, the sentence
becomes faulty and useless, like that split piece of wood.

There's an anecdote my family has passed down for generations that
illustrates this point.

My great-grandfather was a dyed-in-the-wool Yankee from Andover, New
Hampshire. He divided his time between practicing law, dabbling in state
politics, and running a small farm on which he employed, from time to time,
a handyman named George.

Well, one day George decided to build himself a new house. So that
spring he went to work, sawing and hammering, and by harvest time the
dwelling was finished. George invited my great-grandfather over to admire
his handiwork. My great-grandfather walked slowly around the place,
inspecting everything. Then he stepped back and examined the structure
from a distance.

“Well, whaddaya think?” George asked, worried by my
great-grandfather's puzzled expression.

“George,” said my great-grandfather, “does that doorframe look a bit
crooked to you?”

“By golly it does, now that you mention it.”
“And that window, there. It seems to be lower than the one next to it.”
“You know, you're right,” George replied. “I never noticed that before.”

“And George, look at the roof. Seems to be sagging some, wouldn't you
say?” The poor handyman had to agree.

“Well?” said my great-grandfather.

George was silent for a moment. “You know, | can't understand it,” he
said finally. “Them tools was all new.”

Words are like tools also in the sense that if you care about them, keep
them in good working order, and use them conscientiously, they will
perform beautifully and never wear out. But if, like George, your tools are all
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new but you don't know how to use them properly, you are setting yourself
up for a few unpleasant surprises. That's the challenge of taking the step
from acquiring a new word to using it in your writing and conversation. How
and when you use the words you learn will of course be your decision and
your responsibility. But | can offer you some guidelines that will help you put
your new vocabulary into action right away, and help you enjoy doing it right
and doing it well.

The first thing you should do with every new word is try it out silently in
your mind several times before using it in speech or writing. Say you're in
the middle of a telephone conversation and you think of an adroit way to slip
in one of the words you've just learned. Great! You're on your way to
mastering the word. But wait—don't use it yet. Let it pass this time, and
make a mental note to check Verbal Advantage, and your dictionary, to be
sure that your usage and pronunciation were correct. If they were, then the
next time you can use the word with assurance. If you didn't get it quite
right, listen to the keyword discussion again, then record the word and the
definition on a flashcard and review it until you feel confident you can use it
precisely.

Sometimes the hardest part of learning new words is putting them in
context. The problem with acquiring a miscellaneous assortment of words
is that they tend to remain miscellaneous, floating in the gray matter of your
passive vocabulary instead of being catalogued in the proper cubbyhole of
your active memory. You need to create a vivid, personal context for each
word you learn, and this is where the power of association can help you. Try
making a list of a dozen or so new words, and next to each one write
something that particular word brings to mind. Examples might include
people you know, places you've been, books you've read, experiences
you've had, or some image the word evokes from you.

One effective method | have employed in my own vocabulary building is
associating a word with the circumstances in which | first encountered it.
Where did | read it? Who said it? What was my reaction to the way it
sounded or the way it was used? By using this method, | have found | can
remember where and when | learned a certain word, even as far back as
my childhood. Another helpful method is to keep a journal or personal
notebook in which, as you record your thoughts and experiences, you
occasionally test out some of your new words, and so gain practice with
them before putting them to more public use.

Here are a few other pragmatic suggestions to help you build confidence
in employing your new vocabulary:

Jot down three or four words you want to use on a given day, and on the
way to work imagine a conversation with a coworker in which you use them,
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or try to incorporate them into a letter or report you have to write. In your
office, place your list of new words by the phone, the typewriter, or the
computer, so you can refer to it as you conduct your business. Finally, if
you encounter a new word in your reading and the passage in which you
found it is especially interesting or meaningful to you, you might try
memorizing the passage and quoting it in something you write or at an
opportune moment in a meeting.

One very important thing you must do with each word you learn is decide
if it is better used in writing or in speech, or if you are comfortable using it
either way. For example, a word like lachrymose (LAK-ri-mohs) doesn't
occur often in speech, and has a literary and somewhat old-fashioned
flavor. Therefore, in conversation, tearful, mournful, or even lamentable
would be more appropriate. On the other hand, the words /ucid and
perspicuous can be used either in writing or conversation where the
simpler word clear would not have the same power, precision, or style.

In conclusion, let me offer you a few words of advice on what not to do
when you put your vocabulary into action.

Don't try to use a new word too soon, before you have studied it and
tested it repeatedly in your mind. Wait until you feel entirely comfortable
with a word; otherwise you run the risk of misusing it and embarrassing
yourself.

Don't use a new word just for the sake of using it. If you suspect that a
familiar word may be more appropriate in a given situation, use the familiar
word. Be patient and the time for the new word will come.

Also, don't lard your sentences with difficult words simply for the effect. |
assure you that this sort of exercise is exciting only for you, never for your
listener or reader. Remember that the goal of communication is to be lucid,
not inscrutable. Like your wardrobe, your diction doesn't have to be
ostentatious to look good.

The final and very important “don't” is don't use your vocabulary to
impress people. That's like flashing a wad of bills to show everyone how
flush you are. The person who shows off with words only annoys or
intimidates others. The big word is not always the better word; certain
words are more appropriate in a given situation than in others. When
choosing your words, always consider the intelligence, education, interests,
and concerns of the person you are speaking to or the people who will read
what you write.

That's not to say that you'll never be able to use many of the words you
learn. On the contrary, a large vocabulary will make you a more capable and
versatile user of the language because you will have a greater selection of
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words to choose from and a better understanding of how to use them
precisely.

A powerful vocabulary will help you communicate more effectively than
ever before, provided you are sensitive to the subtleties of using the right
word in the right place at the right time. | assure you that if you continue with
this program and make a conscious effort to read more and consult your
dictionary, using your new vocabulary soon will become as natural as riding
a bicycle or tying your shoes.

Answers to Review Quizzes for Level 3
Keywords 1-10

1. Yes, it certainly would. Defray means to pay, provide money for,
cover the cost or expenses of.

2. No. Garrulous and loquacious mean talkative. Taciturn means
habitually silent, uncommunicative, reticent.

3. No. Terse means brief and to the point, expressed in a pointed
and polished way.

4. Yes, you bet it would. A boon is a blessing, something to be
thankful for, a timely and welcome benefit.

5. Yes. Aristocracy means literally “rule by the best persons”; the
aristocracy comprises the wealthiest and most powerful
members of society. The proletariat is the working or
wage-earning class, which comprises the poorest and least
powerful members of society.

6. Yes, it is. Heterogeneous means varied, mixed, composed of
different kinds, made up of unrelated or diverse elements.

7. Yes. A pittance is a small amount of money.

8. No. Glib means smooth-spoken, speaking fluently in an easy,
offhand manner, talkative in a nonchalant way.

9. No. A penchant is a liking, strong inclination, decided taste for
something.

10.Yes. Solicitous means concerned, showing care and attention,
especially in a worried, anxious, or fearful way.

Keywords 11-20

1. Utterly false. Circumscribe means to enclose within narrow
limits, restrict, confine. The goal of Verbal Advantage is to
broaden your knowledge of words.
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2. True. Dearth means a lack, scarcity, insufficiency, an
inadequate supply of something needed.

3. True. Ingratiating means flattering, attempting to win approval or
gain acceptance, done to charm or please another.

4. False. Mercenary means greedy, done for payment or reward.

5. True. To extemporize means to improvise, speak without
preparation, compose on the spur of the moment.

6. False. Erudite means learned, scholarly, possessing extensive
knowledge acquired chiefly from books.

7. False. Austere means severe, stern, somber, grim, serious in
appearance or character.

8. False. Laconic means using few words, briefly and often bluntly
expressed.

9. True. Ameliorate means to improve, make more tolerable,
rectify, raise the condition or state of.

10.True. To expunge means to eradicate; obliterate; punch, strike,
or wipe out completely.

Keywords 21-30

1. Synonyms. Circumspect means cautious, discreet, carefully
considering all circumstances before acting or making a
judgment.

2. Antonyms. Animated means lively, energetic. Quiescent
means still, quiet, tranquil, at rest or repose.

3. Synonyms. A foible is a weak point, slight fault or flaw,
especially a weakness in a person's character.

4. Antonyms. Impassive means showing no sign of feeling.
Fervent means passionate, earnest, showing great warmth or
intensity of feeling.

5. Antonyms. To curtail means to abbreviate, cut short. To
protract means to drag out, lengthen, prolong.

6. Synonyms. Ostentatious means showy, extremely
conspicuous, extravagant, flamboyant.

7. Synonyms, but not exact synonyms. A predicament is an
unpleasant or unfortunate situation. A quandary is a state of
uncertainty, perplexity, or doubit.
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8.

9.

Antonyms. To censure means to blame, condemn, find fault
with, criticize harshly, express stern disapproval of.

Synonyms. To cavil means to criticize or complain
unnecessarily, point out petty flaws, raise trivial or frivolous
objections.

10.Synonyms. To assimilate means to absorb, take in.

Keywords 31-40

1.

Seize doesn't fit. To rescind is to cancel, take back, remove,
render void, annul.

Familiar doesn't fit. Discernible means recognizable,
detectible, perceptible, capable of being recognized by the
senses or by the mind.

Uproar doesn't fit. A cataclysm is a disaster, great mishap,
catastrophe, violent upheaval.

Self-knowledge doesn't fit. Narcissism means self-love,
excessive admiration of oneself.

Expose doesn't fit. Incriminate means to charge with a crime,
accuse of wrongdoing, implicate, present evidence or proof of
involvement in a wrongful act.

Design doesn't fit. A stigma is a mark of shame or disgrace, a
stain on one's character or reputation.

Rudeness doesn't fit. Brevity means shortness, briefness, or
brief expression, shortness of speech.

Favor doesn't fit. A perquisite is an expected or promised
benefit, privilege, or advantage received in addition to one's
normal salary or wages.

Unlucky doesn't fit. Indigent means poor, needy, penniless,
impoverished, down-and-out.

10.Uncanny doesn't fit. Uncanny, word 4 in Level 1, means eerie,

strange, mysterious. Clairvoyant means having exceptional
powers of perception, unusually clear-sighted or discerning;
specifically, able to see objects or events that others cannot.

Keywords 41-50

1.

An adroit maneuver is skillful, clever, dexterous. Adroit means
showing skill in using one's hands or in using one's brains.
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2. A platitude is a flat, dull, ordinary remark, a trite statement,
especially one uttered as if it were original or profound.

3. Fastidious means fussy and demanding; hard to please, finicky;
extremely delicate, sensitive, or particular, especially in matters
of taste or behavior.

4. A vendetta is a bitter, protracted feud or rivalry.

5. A lucid remark is clear. Lucid means clear, easy to see or
understand, plainly expressed. It may also mean clear of mind,
rational, sane.

6. Salient means conspicuous, noticeable, prominent; sticking or
jutting out.

7. A categorical statement is absolute. Categorical means without
exceptions, conditions, or qualifications.

8. Something inscrutable is incomprehensible, unfathomable,
extremely difficult to understand, not open to investigation or
analysis.

9. Construe means to interpret, explain the meaning or intention
of.

10.When you allude to something you refer to it indirectly, make a
casual reference to it.

Review Test for Level 3

1. What does innocuous mean?
(a) not guilty
(b) unhealthy
(c) harmless
(d) secret

2. Which pair of phrases shows the proper singular and plural
forms?

(a) this criteria, these criterion
(b) this criterion, these criterias
(c) this criteria, these criterions
(d) this criterion, these criteria

(e) this criteria, these criterias


http://www.processtext.com/abcepub.html

. Which word means one's choice of words, manner of
expression?

(a) grammar
(b) enunciation
(c) diction

(d) syntax

. The vocabulary coverage of paperback, or pocket, dictionaries
is

(a) anglicized

(b) obsolete

(c) categorical
(d) circumscribed

. Which word means the history of a word or the study of the
history of words?

(a) entomology

(b) etymology

. Which is not a meaning of the prefix mal-
(a) unusual

(b) abnormal

(c) inadequate

(d) bad

. Connotation refers to

(a) the explicit meaning of a word

(b) the implied meaning of a word

(c) the earliest meaning of a word

(d) the various meanings of a word

. Garrulous, loquacious, and voluble are antonyms of
(a) platitudinous

(b) caviling

(c) taciturn
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(d) punctilious
9. In careful usage, which word is not synonymous with reluctant?
(a) hesitant
(b) disinclined
(c) unwilling
(d) reticent
10.Which word is an antonym of terse?
(a) pithy
(b) verbose
(c) succinct
(d) laconic
11.Which is the proper pronunciation of succinct?
(a) suhk-SINGKT
(b) suh-SINGKT

12.Which word means the act of begging for something humbly
and earnestly?

(a) extemporizing
(b) supplication
(c) ingratiation

(d) amelioration

13.In good usage, which preposition does not properly follow
solicitous?

(a) on
(b) to

(c) of

(d) for
(e) about

14.Which word means having an opinion different from the
accepted opinion?

(a) mercenary
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(b) indigent
(c) heterodox
(d) stigmatized
15.Which pair of words is not synonymous?
(a) voluble, glib
(b) unctuous, suave
(c) bland, facile
(d) ostentatious, flippant
16.Propensity and proclivity are synonyms of
(a) foible
(b) quandary
(c) penchant
(d) perquisite
17.By derivation, clairvoyant means
(a) having the ability to speak well
(b) having the power to see clearly
(c) having exceptional intelligence
(d) having no doubt or fear
18.Diction and dictum come from the Latin dicere, which means
(a) to know
(b) to say
(c) to write
(d) to choose
19.Which word means relevant and appropriate?
(a) apposite
(b) fastidious
(c) pellucid
(d) gauche

20.What is the traditional and precise meaning of peruse?
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(a) to skim
(b) to use up
(c) to read carefully
(d) to puzzle over
21.Which sentence is correct?
(a) | am loath to do it.
(b) | am loathe to do it.
(c) | am loathed to do it.
22.The prefix circum- means
(a) within
(b) between
(c) around
(d) under
23.Which word is an antonym of dearth?
(a) brevity
(b) perquisite
(c) paucity
(d) plethora
24 . Which word is not a synonym of mercenary?
(a) avaricious
(b) scrupulous
(c) covetous
(d) venal
25.Extemporaneous remarks are
(a) verbose
(b) impromptu
(c) rehearsed
(d) digressive

26.Which word denotes the opposite of laconic?
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(a) concise
(b) succinct
(c) garrulous
(d) reticent

27.Circumspect, spectacular, and spectacle come from the Latin
specere, which means

(a) to enjoy
(b) to look at
(c) to be amazed
(d) to wonder
28.Which pair of words is not antonymous (opposite in meaning)?
(a) impassive, ardent
(b) phlegmatic, zealous
(c) vehement, listless
(d) lukewarm, indifferent
(e) fervid, apathetic
29.By derivation, dilemma means
(a) a puzzle
(b) a problem without a solution
(c) a choice between two propositions
(d) an unlucky turn of events
30.Which statement is true?
(a) “We want fewer taxes” is correct usage.
(b)*"We want less taxes” is correct usage.

(c)*We want fewer taxes” and “We want less taxes” are both correct
usage.

31.Perspicacity and acumen are synonyms of
(a) impecuniousness
(b) discernment

(c) meticulousness
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(d) salience
32.Which word means to make English?
(a) anglicize
(b) extemporize
(c) homogenize
(d) platitudinize

33.Which word by derivation means a reversal of the stars,
unfavorable horoscope?

(a) catastrophe
(b) calamity

(c) cataclysm
(d) disaster

34.Which word comes directly from a Latin word that means left,
on the left side?

(a) ambiguous
(b) sinister
(c) salient
(d) adroit
35.Which word is an antonym of inscrutable?
(a) abstruse
(b) incomprehensible
(c) lucid
(d) esoteric

Answers

D'CE q'PE P'EE BUEE QULE B'0E O
QCZq'vZ P'EZ DZ2 B'LZ 0°0Z B'6L Q°BL Q21
B'EL QZLELLAQOL PBEO2RAY BY QG
Evaluation

A score of 30-35 is excellent. If you answered fewer than thirty questions
correctly in this test, review the entire level and take the test again.
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Level 4

Congratulations! Why are congratulations in order? Because you are
making terrific progress.

Since you began reading this book you have probably more than doubled
your normal rate of vocabulary growth. You have also absorbed more
useful information on language than most people learn in a year of college
or several years on the job. At the rate you're proceeding, your verbal skills
soon will match those of the most intelligent and successful people you
know. So keep reading, and remember always to review the material before
moving ahead.

Word 1: rrovioent (PRAHV-i-dint)

Thrifty, economical, saving or providing for future needs.

Synonyms of provident include prudent, word 47 of Level 1, and frugal,
word 35 of Level 2.

Provident and the verb to provide both come from the same Latin root.
One meaning of the verb to provide is to prepare for some anticipated
condition in the future, as to provide for a rainy day. Provident means
providing for the future, especially in the sense of saving money for some
anticipated need: “After the birth of their first child, Sam and Sarah vowed
to be provident and start putting aside some money every month for
college and retirement.”

Word 2: wpute (im-PYOOT)

To charge or attribute, especially with a fault or misconduct, lay the
responsibility or blame upon, ascribe, assign.

Unlike the verb to credit, which has a favorable connotation, and the verbs
to assign and to ascribe (uh-SKRYB), which are neutral, the verb to impute
often has a negative connotation. According to the famous
eighteenth-century essayist and lexicographer Samuel Johnson, “We
usually ascribe good, but impute evil.” (Do you need to look up
lexicographer?)
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To impute means to charge with something bad, attribute the blame for,
lay the responsibility on: “They imputed their fourth-quarter losses to
sagging sales and fluctuations in the stock market”; “Some critics impute
the decline in verbal skills among young people today to watching too much
television.”

The corresponding noun is imputation, a charge or accusation, the act of
imputing, as “Company officials vigorously denied the imputation of
mismanagement.”

Word 3: astute (Uh-ST(Y)OOT)

Shrewd, clever, perceptive, discerning, acute, keenly aware, quick-witted.

More difficult synonyms of astute include sagacious (suh-GAY-shus,
word 6 of Level 8), perspicacious (PUR-spi-KAY-shus), and sapient
(SAY-pee-int).

Astute usually is used in a positive sense to mean showing keen
intelligence and a shrewd ability to protect one's interests or avoid being
deceived: an astute investor; an astute negotiator; an astute observer of
human behavior. Occasionally it has the negative suggestion of clever in a
cunning or self-serving way, as an astute self-promoter, an astute political
operator.

Word 4: xeoruvie (NEE-uh-fyt, like knee a fight)

A beginner, novice, amateur, tyro; specifically, a new member of or convert
to a religion.

There are several interesting words for various types of inexperienced
persons.

Tyro (TY-roh) comes from a Latin word meaning a recruit in the Roman
army, a newly enlisted soldier. Tyro is used today to mean a raw beginner,
one who may be eager to learn but who is utterly incompetent.

Amateur (AM-uh-tur or -chur) comes from the Latin amare, to love. By
derivation an amateur is a person who does something for the love of it
rather than for money. An amateur may or may not be skilled, but the word
often implies a lower level of competence than expert or professional.

A dilettante (DIL-uh-TAHNT or DIL-uh-TAHNT) is an amateur practitioner
of an art, such as music, painting, acting, dancing, or literary composition.
Dilettante is often used disparagingly of someone who dabbles in
something and lacks the serious discipline necessary to excel.

Like tyro, both novice and neophyte refer to a person just starting out at
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something. Tyro emphasizes the beginner's incompetence; novice
emphasizes the beginner's inexperience; and neophyte emphasizes the
beginner's enthusiasm.

Word 5: enewa (i-NIG-muh)

A mystery, puzzle, riddle, perplexing problem, something or someone hard
to understand or explain.

Anything baffling, inexplicable (preferably in-EK-spli-kuh-buul, commonly
IN-ek-SPLIK-uh-buul), or inscrutable (word 48 of Level 3) may be
described as an enigma: “She is an enigma to me”; “Their motives are still

”,

an enigma”; “The case presents us with one enigma after another.”

Word 6: crepence (KREE-dints)

Belief, acceptance, especially belief in a published report or acceptance of
another's opinion or testimony: “In recent years many medical studies have
shown that reducing fat intake can help prevent heart disease, and there is
now widespread credence among the public that a low-fat diet is more
healthful.”

Credence, creed, credible, and credulous all come from the Latin
credere, to believe. Credible means believable, and credulous means
willing to believe without questioning. Creed, word 21 of Level 1, refers to a
declared belief or formal set of opinions: “Conservatism is his creed.”
Credence refers to belief itself, to acceptance of something stated or
heard: “It is dangerous to give credence to gossip.”

Credence is often used with the verbs to give or lend. “She gave no
credence to their claims.” “His neat appearance and confident manner lent
credence to his story.”

Word 7: venerate (VEN-uh-rayt)

To respect deeply, revere, regard with awe and adoration.

In a strict sense, to venerate means to regard as holy or sacred; to
revere means to regard with great respect and honor. We revere great
leaders, thinkers, and artists; we venerate holy persons, sacred writings,
and religious or moral principles.

The adjective venerable, worthy of veneration, of being venerated, is
more loosely applied. It is often used of something or someone old or
long-established: a venerable tradition is an old and deeply respected
tradition; a venerable cause is longstanding and worthy of profound
respect.
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Word 8: carruLous (GAR-uh-lus)

Talkative, especially in a rambling, annoying, pointless, or long-winded way.

Garrulous comes from the Latin garrire, to chatter, babble, talk in a
rambling and tiresome way. In zoology (properly pronounced
zoh-AHL-uh-jee, not zoo-) there is a genus of birds called Garrulus. This
genus contains several of the common jays, which are known for their
harsh, chattering call. Both by derivation and by association, garrulous
means chattering like a jaybird. The garrulous person talks for the sake of
talking, usually about trivial matters, and often babbles on when no one else
is interested in listening.

Synonyms of garrulous include verbose (word 30 of Level 2),
loquacious, voluble (word 1 of Level 5), and prolix (word 1 of Level 9).
Antonyms of garrulous include reserved, reticent, taciturn (word 2 of Level
3), and laconic (word 18 of Level 3).

Word 9: trencuant (TREN-chint)

Keen, penetrating, vigorously effective, sharp and to the point.
Synonyms of trenchant include forceful, acute, and incisive.

Incisive (in-SY-siv) applies to expression that gets right to the point or
penetrates the heart of the matter. Cutting and biting imply harsh or
sarcastic expression that hurts the feelings. Trenchant, which comes from
a French verb meaning to cut, suggests both the forcefulness of incisive
and the sharp, painful implication of cutting and biting.

A trenchant analysis is keen and vigorous; a trenchant style is sharp and
clear; a trenchant remark displays penetrating insight and has the ability to
wound.

Word 10: autonomous (aw-TAHN-uh-mus)

Independent, self-governing, not under the control of something or
someone else.

Autonomous comes from the Greek autos, self, and nomos, law, and
means literally self-ruling. From the Greek autos, self, comes the English
combining form aufo-, which also means self. Auto- appears in many
English words, including autobiography, a story of oneself, of one's own
life; autograph, one's own signature; automobile, literally a self-moving
vehicle; automatic, literally self-thinking, done without conscious thought;
and autocracy (aw-TAHK-ruh-see), not self-government but rule by one self
or one person—hence, dictatorship, tyranny, despotism (DES-puh-tiz-'m).
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The corresponding noun autonomy (aw-TAHN-uh-mee) means
self-government, independence.

The heart is an autonomous organ; it functions by itself. An autonomous
company is independent, not a subsidiary (suhb-SID-ee-ER-ee—five
syllables, not four) of another corporation. When the United States won its
independence from Great Britain, it became an autonomous nation.

OO @

Let's review the ten keywords you've just learned. Consider the following
questions and decide whether the correct answer is yes or no. Answers
appear on page 156.

1. Does the provident person save for a rainy day?

Can you impute an error to carelessness?

Would an astute observation point out the obvious?

Is a neophyte experienced?

Is an enigma easy to understand?

Can an unsupported rumor gain the public's credence?
When you venerate something, do you criticize it?

Is a garrulous speaker charming and sophisticated?

A S A N I S

Can trenchant humor be both sarcastic and insightful?

10.Is an autonomous decision made independently?
& O

Now let's forge ahead and learn the next ten keywords in Level 4. Here they
are:

Word 11: panacea (PAN-uh-SEE-uh)

A cure-all, universal antidote, remedy for all diseases and difficulties.

Panacea comes from the Greek pan-, all, and akos, cure, and today
retains its literal meaning, cure-all. From the same Greek pan-, all, comes
the English prefix pan-, which appears in front of a number of English
words: a panorama (PAN-uh-RAM-uh) is literally a view all around;
pantheism (PAN-thee-iz-'m), from the Greek theos, god, is the belief that
all things are God, that God is universal; and a pantheon (PAN-thee-un or
-on) is a temple dedicated to all the gods, or all the gods worshiped by a
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given people. In current usage pantheon may also mean any group of
highly respected or revered persons. When novelist Toni Morrison won a
Nobel Prize in 1993, she earned a place beside such esteemed writers as
Ernest Hemingway, William Faulkner, and Mark Twain in the pantheon of
American literature.

You have probably heard the common phrase “a panacea for all ills.” The
expression is redundant, because panacea by itself means a cure for all
ills, a universal remedy. You may use panacea to mean either a cure-all for
physical ailments or an antidote for worldly woes: “His lawyer emphasized
that filing for bankruptcy would not be a panacea for his financial troubles.”

Word 12: epremeraL (i-FEM-uh-rul)

Short-lived, passing, fleeting, lasting for a short time. (By the way, did you
remember that short-lived should rhyme with strived? If you've forgotten
why this pronunciation is preferred, see transient, word 31 of Level 2.)

Ephemeral comes from a Greek word meaning daily, lasting or living only
for a day. Ephemeral is sometimes used in this literal sense, as in the
phrase “ephemeral literature,” publications that come out every day, such
as newspapers. Ephemeral literature is opposed to periodical literature,
which refers to anything published periodically—weekly, monthly, and so
on. In fact, the familiar word journalism by derivation means ephemeral
literature, writing that pertains to the events of the day. Journalism and
Jjournal come from the French jour, day, as in the restaurant menu item
soup du jour, soup of the day. Thus the common expression “daily journal”
is redundant, for by derivation journal means something written or
published each day.

Today ephemeral is most often used in a general sense to mean
conspicuously brief in duration. Ephemeral ideas are popular for only a
brief while; the jokes of late-night TV comedians are ephemeral, here today
and gone tomorrow; an ephemeral trend in the economy or in fashion is
one that passes swiftly away.

More difficult synonyms of ephemeral include transitory (word 4 of Level
5), evanescent, fugitive, and fugacious (word 24 of Level 9). For more on
these words, review the discussion of transient, word 31 of Level 2.

Word 13: onerous (AHN-ur-us, like honor us)

Burdensome, troublesome, oppressive, hard to bear, difficult to
accomplish or endure: an onerous task, an onerous assignment.

Onerous comes from the Latin onus, a load, burden. Directly from the
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Latin comes the English word onus (OH-nus), a burden, obligation,
especially a disagreeable responsibility. Onerous means like an onus, and
therefore burdensome, troublesome, difficult to accomplish or endure.

Word 14: Lany (LAY-i-tee)

Nonprofessionals, laypeople collectively, all the people outside of a given
profession or specialized field.

The adjective lay means nonprofessional, not belonging to a particular
profession. A lay opinion of a legal case is an opinion from someone who
is not a lawyer or a judge. A lay diagnosis of a disease is a diagnosis
proffered by someone who is not a medical professional.

In its original and most precise sense, laity refers to all who do not
belong to the clergy, to religious worshipers in general. Today /aity may be
used either in this way or to mean those who do not belong to a given
profession.

Word 15: puncent (PUN-jint)

Sharp, penetrating, biting, acrid, caustic.

Pungent comes from the same Latin source as poignant (POYN-yint)
and expunge—the Latin pungere, to pierce, prick. Pungent may refer to a
literal piercing, to that which is sharp to the sense of taste or smell, or it may
refer to a figurative piercing, to that which penetrates the mind or emotions.

A pungent sauce is sharp to the taste, perhaps spicy, sour, or bitter. A
pungent critique or pungent humor is sharp and sometimes bitterly worded;
it penetrates the mind or pierces the emotions in a direct and often painful
way.

Word 16: rrosac (proh-ZAY -ik)

Dull, ordinary, uninteresting, unimaginative.

Synonyms of prosaic include commonplace, humdrum, tedious, dry,
stale, mediocre, and matter-of-fact. And those are only the prosaic
synonyms of prosaic. More difficult and interesting synonyms include
insipid, which means tasteless, bland; pedestrian; vapid (rhymes with
rapid), word 37 of Level 8; and jejune (ji-JOON), word 1 of Level 10.

Prosaic may be used literally to mean consisting of prose or of the nature
of prose, as opposed to poetry. Because poetry is considered lovely and
lyrical and prose is considered uninteresting and unimaginative, prosaic
has come to be used figuratively to mean dull and ordinary. Today prosaic
is most often used in this figurative sense. A prosaic performance is


http://www.processtext.com/abcepub.html

mediocre; a prosaic style is dry and stale; a prosaic explanation is
humdrum, tedious, or matter- of-fact.

Word 17: chariatan (SHAHR-luh-tin)

A fake, quack, imposter, fraud, humbug; specifically, a person who
pretends to have a special skill or knowledge.

The words charlatan and mountebank are close in meaning and were
once synonymous. Mountebank (like mount a bank) comes from the
Italian montambanco, one who gets up on a bench. By derivation a
mountebank is a person who mounts a bench or platform and delivers a
flamboyant sales pitch to attract customers and hawk his wares. In its
earliest sense, a charlatan was a huckster who made elaborate and
fraudulent claims about his merchandise. In olden days, charlatans and
mountebanks would travel about selling trinkets, relics, and panaceas; they
were the proverbial snake-oil salesmen.

Since the early nineteenth century, however, charlatan has been used to
mean a fake or a quack, someone who pretends to have a special skill or
knowledge and who covers up the fraud with an elaborate and sometimes
intimidating verbal display. In The Wizard of Oz, the Wizard is a classic
example of a charlatan.

Today charlatans and mountebanks continue to thrive not only at carnivals
and on the street corner but in the office and the boardroom as well.
They're the ones who are always giving you the glad hand and handing you
a line. The difference between them is that the mountebank makes an
impressive verbal display in an attempt to sell you a bill of goods, while the
charlatan makes an impressive verbal display to hide the fact that he
doesn't have the skill or knowledge he claims to possess.

Word 18: rerruncrory (pur-FUHNGK-tur-ee)

Mechanical, routine, listless, done merely as a duty, performed in an
indifferent, halfhearted, superficial, and often careless way, without interest
or enthusiasm.

Perfunctory comes from a Latin verb meaning to get through, be done
with. The perfunctory worker is just trying to get through doing the job; the
perfunctory teacher just wants to be done with the lesson; a perfunctory
speech is mechanical, routine, delivered in a halfhearted, listless manner.

Word 19: morass (Muh-RAS, rhymes with alas)

Literally, a swamp, marsh, bog; figuratively, something that traps, confines,
or confuses, a sticky situation or troublesome state of affairs: “There was


http://www.processtext.com/abcepub.html

always a morass of paperwork on his desk”; “She penetrated the morass of
red tape at city hall’; “Some people consider middle age the morass of
life”; “The project got bogged down in a morass of trivial details.”

Word 20: sornistry (SAHF-i-stree)

Deceptive reasoning, subtle and misleading argument: “Voters today want
candidates who address the issues, not ones who engage in mudslinging
and sophistry.”

Sophistry comes ultimately from the Greek sophos, clever, wise, the
source also of the word sophisticated. The corresponding adjective is
sophistic (suh-FIS-tik) or sophistical (suh-FIS-ti-kul).

In ancient Greece, the Sophists (SAHF-ists) were teachers of rhetoric,
politics, and philosophy who were notorious for their deceptive and
oversubtle method of argumentation. The Sophists eventually came into
contempt for accepting payment for their instruction. The word sophistry
retains the stigma imputed to the clever Sophists so long ago. Today
sophistry refers to speech or writing that is clever and plausible but marred
by false or deceptive reasoning.

O O @

Let's review the ten keywords you've just learned. Consider the following
statements and decide whether each one is true or false. Answers appear
on page 156.

1. There is no such thing as a panacea for the world's troubles.
An ephemeral comment lingers in your mind.

An onerous job is interesting and enjoyable.

To a doctor, lawyers and engineers are members of the laity.
Pungent food is mild and bland.

A prosaic story is original and lively.

A charlatan is capable, sincere, and reliable.

When an employee's work is perfunctory, it's outstanding.

A S A R T

When you're in a morass, you are swamped, stuck, or
confused.

10.A speaker who is adept at sophistry may be a charlatan.

Humpty Dumpty and Miss Thistlebottom
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Up to this point we have examined a number of specific questions of
usage. Now I'd like to explore the concept of usage itself.

Usage, like politics, is a passionate and controversial subject. Any
discussion of it is bound to bring out the prejudices of all involved.
Everyone, it seems, has an opinion about how words should or should not
be used, and like most opinions, some are more logical and sensible than
others.

Some people, for instance, embrace a do-as-you-please policy about
language. They say, “As long as we communicate, what difference does it
make?” Others maintain that anyone who has scruples about usage wants
to standardize the language and is opposed to change. They believe that
change is evidence that the language is living and growing, thus all change
must be good. The most adamant among this group become
self-appointed advocates of change, and whenever someone questions a
particular change they cry out that no one has the right to tamper with this
natural evolutionary process.

On the other side of the issue are the people who insist that rules are
rules, tradition is tradition, and that any deviation from what should be or
what has always been is yet another sign that the language is going down
the tubes. These folks are the self-appointed guardians of the mother
tongue.

The do-as-you-please, “language must change” folks constitute the
permissive party. Permissivists don't make value judgments about usage
because they believe it's undemocratic. Of course, they teach their children
the difference between good and bad manners, and when driving they obey
the rules of the road, but for some reason when it comes to language they
believe it's unfair to insist that there is such a thing as right and wrong.

The rules-are-rules people constitute the purist party. Purists are cruel,
grammar-worshiping taskmasters committed to upholding inflexible
standards and imposing them on everyone else. They cling obstinately to
the ways of the past and revel in telling the rest of us to tuck in our verbal
shirttails.

Somewhere between these two extremes are the moderates who
maintain that change is inevitable but not always sensible or for the better.
These people believe that each case must be considered individually, and
wherever possible and reasonable, standards should be upheld,
distinctions should be drawn, and the integrity of the language should be
preserved.

As you may have guessed by now, | consider myself a moderate purist. |
don't believe all change is good and that anything goes, but | also don't
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believe that rules are rules and that the English language is doomed
because people aren't observing them. In short, | am neither a Humpty
Dumpty nor a Miss Thistlebottom. Allow me to explain those terms.

In Lewis Carroll's Through the Looking Glass, the sequel to Alice's
Adventures in Wonderland, Alice and Humpty Dumpty have a conversation
in which she criticizes how the eggman uses a certain word.

“When | use a word,” Humpty Dumpty chides her, “it means just what |
choose it to mean, neither more nor less.”

“The question is,” says Alice, “whether you can make words mean so
many different things.”

“The question is,” cries Humpty Dumpty, “which is to be Master—that's
all.”

To be master or not to be master, and what kind of master to be—these
are indeed the questions. Humpty is clearly heading for a fall if he thinks he
controls the meanings of words and can use them any way he likes. On the
other hand, anyone who believes usage is fixed and that the rules never
change is equally cracked.

The caricature of this hidebound type is Miss Thistlebottom, the creation
of the late Theodore M. Bernstein, the distinguished editor who for many
years wrote a column called “Watch Your Language” for The New York
Times. Miss Thistlebottom is the ruler-wielding schoolmarm of your
childhood nightmares, the evil exponent of English grammar who plucked
prepositions from the ends of your sentences, had a cow when you said
“ain't,” and read you the riot act for using double negatives like “I don't know
nothin’.” But with her sanctimonious (word 50 of Level 7) adherence to
arbitrary (word 28 of Level 1) rules, Miss Thistlebottom instilled in you as
many falsehoods and as much confusion as the empty-headed Humpty

Dumpty would have, had he been your instructor.

What is needed in any debate about usage is a compromise between the
ideological extremes of Miss Thistlebottom and Humpty Dumpty. We need
to be aware of how words are actually used and at the same time improve
our understanding of how they are best used. And we need to draw a
distinction between usage and abusage—one based on what seems
natural as well as on what most people consider correct. That is a difficult
row to hoe, for it means we must resist being arbitrary and instead
investigate each issue and decide for ourselves. It means each of us must
rise above the temptation to make snap judgments and become more
knowledgeable and scrupulous users of the language.

So how the heck do | do that? you're wondering. How do | become a
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“knowledgeable, scrupulous user of the language”? (If you need to brush
up on the precise meaning of scrupulous, see word 37 of Level 1.) Don't
worry. It's not as daunting as it seems. There's plenty of help out there if
you want it, and the first step is to find out where to look for it and what to
expect.

Advice on usage falls into one of two categories—either prescriptive or
descriptive. Let's start with the latter term.

When you open a dictionary, you are looking at a descriptive document.
By that | mean the dictionary is a description of the words of a language at a
given time. Dictionary editors, who are also called lexicographers, try to
make their wordbooks objective records of the language. As they see it,
their job is not to make judgments but to hold up a mirror to the language
and show you its reflection. The dictionary gives you the facts, and then you
decide how to interpret them.

That's all fine and dandy; however, what the dictionary doesn't tell you is
how you can use words with subtlety and style, and it doesn't teach you
what distinguishes good writers and speakers from bad ones. A dictionary
contains almost everything you need to know about words except how to
use them effectively. You could read the entire book and still be unable to
create a dynamic sentence. And you could learn a hundred words a week,
but if you have no idea what they connote or how to use them accurately,
you will have no way of judging whether your usage is cultivated or crass.
That is where prescriptive advice can help you.

To prescribe is to set down as a rule or direction—not to lay down an
arbitrary law but to clarify what works and expose what does not. To use the
lingo of business, the prescriptive approach takes words out of the
warehouse of the dictionary, puts them on the open market, and then hands
us a sales report: Are these words useful? Do they do what they were
made to do? Can they compete with what's already on the shelf? The
business of usage requires good management and constant evaluation,
and a wise prescriptivist, like a smart consultant, can tell you which verbal
moves will succeed and which will lead to ruin.

The proper goal of the prescriptive approach is not to dictate but to
evaluate, not to cavil but to rectify, not to condemn but to ameliorate. Verbal
Advantage will help you clean up your diction and clarify many nebulous
distinctions, but | urge you to build on what you learn here by exploring the
works of some of the best commentators on style, past and present.

A short list of them would include H. W. Fowler, Bergen Evans, William
Strunk and E. B. White (who wrote the famous handbook The Elements of
Style), Rudolph Flesch, Wilson Follett, Jacques Barzun, Theodore M.
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Bernstein, Harry Shaw, Norman Lewis, Edward D. Johnson, William and
Mary Morris, J. N. Hook, James J. Kilpatrick, William Zinsser, Constance
Hale, Patricia T. O'Conner, Barbara Wallraff, Richard Lederer, Bryan A.
Garner, and William Safire. These are some of the experts who have
enlightened me, and much of the advice | am sharing with you in this
program | have learned from them.

To sum up, the way you use words makes a telling statement about the
kind of person you are. And if you want your words to manifest intelligence
and confidence, then along with building your vocabulary you must make
good usage a priority.

| should also point out that the difference between building your
vocabulary and improving your usage is like the difference between buying
a piano and knowing how to play it. Possessing the instrument of language
does not ensure that you will be able to make music with it. Reading, using
your dictionary, and studying Verbal Advantage will give you the linguistic
tools you need to tackle the job of communication. But to refine your skill
with those tools you will need to heed the advice of the distinguished
author, historian, and professor Jacques Barzun.

In his book Simple and Direct. A Rhetoric for Writers (1985), Barzun
writes that “the price of learning to use words is the development of an
acute self-consciousness.

Nor is it enough to pay attention to words only when you face the task of writing—that is like
playing the violin only on the night of the concert. You must attend to words when you read,
when you speak, when others speak. Words must become ever present in your waking life,
an incessant concern, like color and design if the graphic arts matter to you, or pitch and

rhythm if it is music, or speed and form if it is athletics. Words, in short, must be there, not
unseen and unheard, as they probably are and have been up to now.

O O ©

And with that priceless piece of advice, let's return now to the Verbal
Advantage vocabulary and discuss ten more keywords.

Word 21: prouric (proh-LIF-ik)

Fruitful, fertile, productive.

Antonyms of prolific include unproductive, barren, sterile, impotent
(IM-puh-tint), and effete (i-FEET).

Prolific comes from a Latin word meaning offspring, children, progeny.
Prolific may mean producing many offspring or much fruit, as a prolific
family or a prolific orchard. It may also mean producing many products of
the mind, as a prolific writer, a prolific composer. A prolific worker is a
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productive worker, one whose labor bears much fruit. A prolific period is a
fruitful period, one marked by inventiveness and productivity.

Word 22: munoane (MUHN-dayn or muhn-DAYN)

Of the world, worldly, earthly, material as distinguished from spiritual.

Synonyms of mundane include terrestrial, temporal (TEM-puh-rul, stress
the first syllable), and secular. An unusual and literary synonym is
sublunary (suhb-LOO-nur-ee). Sublunary means literally beneath the
moon, and so of the world; sublunary beings are creatures who abide on
Earth.

Antonyms of mundane include lofty, heavenly, sublime, celestial,
ethereal (word 7 of Level 7), and extraterrestrial, which means literally
beyond the earth.

Mundane is often used today to mean ordinary, humdrum,
commonplace, banal, unimaginative, prosaic. All current dictionaries list this
meaning, but some commentators on usage object to it. They argue that
mundane's specific meaning should be protected, and the word should not
be lumped with the many other words that mean ordinary and dull. It is a
criticism | would advise you not to take lightly.

Jacques Barzun offers this sentence as an example of the debasement
of mundane: “A mundane sex life can be compared to a TV dinner, but it's
not a gourmet banquet.” According to Barzun, “sex life, of whatever kind, is
inescapably mundane, and so is a gourmet banquet.”

In strict usage, mundane is reserved for things that are worldly as
opposed to heavenly, material as opposed to spiritual, secular as opposed
to religious. Mundane affairs are worldly affairs, not ordinary affairs.
Mundane writing is not unimaginative or prosaic; it is concerned with worldly
matters. Business is by nature mundane because it deals with concrete,
material things rather than nebulous spiritual values. Politics is also
mundane because it focuses on the issues and problems of the world.

Word 23: myriap (MIR-ee-id)

Countless, innumerable, infinite, consisting of a great or indefinite number.

Originally, the noun a myriad specified ten thousand; in ancient Greece a
myriad was a military division composed of ten thousand soldiers. Today
the noun myriad is most often used to mean a great or indefinite number,
as a myriad of troubles, a myriad of details to attend to.

The adjective myriad means countless, innumerable, infinite, consisting
of a great or indefinite number. “On a clear night you can see myriad stars
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twinkling in the sky”; “A chief executive officer has myriad responsibilities.”
Word 24: bissivent (DIS-i-dent)

Disagreeing, disaffected, dissenting, nonconformist.

Dissident comes from the Latin dis-, apart, and sedere, to sit, and by
derivation means to sit apart; hence, to withdraw one's approval or belief,
disagree.

The noun a dissident refers to a person who disagrees with a prevailing
opinion, method, or doctrine. The word is commonly used today in politics
and journalism of someone who opposes the policies and practices of his
government. The adjective dissident refers to the nonconforming and
disaffected attitude of the dissident. A dissident opinion expresses
disagreement; it does not conform to accepted opinion. Dissident activities
are activities undertaken in opposition to a prevailing doctrine or authority.

Word 25: raupasie (LAW-duh-bul)

Praiseworthy, commendable, worthy of approval or admiration.

Synonyms of /audable include meritorious (MER-i-TOR-ee-us),
exemplary (ig-ZEM-pluh-ree, word 39 of this level), and estimable
(ES-ti-muh-bul). Antonyms of /audable include contemptible, deplorable
(di-PLOR-uh-bul), and ignominious (IG-nuh-MIN-ee-us).

The verb to /laud (LAWD, rhymes with sawed) means to praise,
commend, extol (ik-STOHL). The adjective Jaudable means
commendable, worthy of praise. Laudable actions, laudable motives, and
laudable goals all are praiseworthy, commendable, deserving of approval
or admiration.

In Macbeth, Shakespeare writes, “I am in this earthly world, where to do
harm/ls often laudable, to do good sometime/Accounted dangerous folly.”

Word 26: wmirasLe (i-NIM-i-tuh-bul)

Unable to be imitated, copied, or reproduced; beyond compare.

Synonyms of inimitable include matchless, unrivaled, peerless,
unparalleled, and surpassing.

e

The prefix in- often means “in” or “into,” as in the words inhale, to
breathe in; ingrain, to rub in, fix in the mind; and ingress (IN-gres), the way
in, the entrance. However, in- is just as often privative (PRIV-uh-tiv); that is,
it deprives or takes away the meaning of the word to which it is affixed. Like
the prefix un-, the prefix in- often means “not,” as in the words informal, not
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formal; inaudible, not audible, unable to be heard; and injustice, something
that is not fair or just. Our keyword, inimitable, combines this privative
prefix in- with the somewhat unusual word imitable, able to be imitated, to
mean “not able to be imitated.”

You may use inimitable to describe anything that is one-of-a-kind,
individual, unique. An inimitable style cannot be imitated or copied. An
inimitable performance is unrivaled, incomparable (stress on -com-). An
inimitable achievement surpasses all other achievements; it is matchless,
beyond compare.

Word 27: saoep (JAY-did)

Worn out, tired, fatigued, weary, exhausted; specifically, worn out by
overwork or overindulgence.

One meaning of the noun a jade is a worn-out or broken-down horse, a
nag. The verb to jade means to be or become like a worn-out or
broken-down horse. The adjective jaded means like that broken-down
horse; specifically, worn out from overwork or overindulgence. When you
drive your mind too hard or abuse your body, you become jaded; but you
can also become jaded from too much of a good thing, as “Their
lovemaking left him jaded.”

In current usage jaded often suggests weariness accompanied by an
insensitivity or immunity to something unpleasant: children jaded by abuse;
seeing the consequences of so much violent crime had left the detective
jaded.

Word 28: wvoric (my-AHP-ik, rhymes with dry topic)

Short-sighted; not able to see the long-range picture; having a narrow or
circumscribed view; lacking discernment, foresight, or perspective.

Synonyms of myopic include narrow-minded, purblind (PUR-blynd,
rhymes with her kind), and obtuse (uhb-T(Y)OOS). Antonyms of myopic
include broad-minded, liberal, tolerant, catholic (note the lowercase c),
and latitudinarian (LAT-i-T(Y)OO-di-NAIR-ee-in).

The adjective myopic comes from the noun myopia (my-OH-pee-uh), the
common medical disorder known as nearsightedness. In its literal sense,
myopic means nearsighted, affected with myopia. In its figurative sense,
myopic suggests mental nearsightedness, a lack of long-range vision, a
mental outlook that is limited or narrow. The myopic person lacks
perspective and foresight; he can't see the big picture. A myopic approach
to solving a problem is short-sighted; it lacks imagination and does not
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address long-term needs or goals. A myopic opinion is narrow-minded and
prejudiced; it reflects only what the person who expresses it wants to see.

The words purblind, obtuse, and myopic are close in meaning. Purblind
means partly blind, dim-sighted; like myopic, purblind may be used literally
to mean half-blind or figuratively to mean lacking insight or imagination.
Obtuse comes from a Latin word meaning dull, blunt, and in modern usage
obtuse is used to mean mentally dull, slow to recognize or understand
something. Myopic means short-sighted, having a limited perspective or
narrow view.

Word 29: pemonstrase (di-MAHN-struh-buul)

Capable of being demonstrated, able to be proved.

Demonstrable is the noun corresponding to the verb to demonstrate.
Demonstrable facts can be demonstrated, presented clearly and shown to
be true. A demonstrable statement or opinion is one that can be proved.

Because that which is demonstrable can be demonstrated or proved, the
word has also come to be used to mean obvious, apparent, self-evident, as
in a demonstrable liar, a demonstrable fool: “When Joe asked Sheila if she
would have dinner with him, she took it as a sign of his demonstrable
interest in her.”

Word 30: caiow (KAL-oh)

Immature, inexperienced, unsophisticated, green, naive, lacking experience
in and knowledge of the world.

Callow comes from a Middle English word meaning bald, and the word
was formerly used of very young birds to mean without feathers, unfledged.
Today both callow and the word fledgling are used of persons, behavior,
or things that are immature or inexperienced. A fledgling is a young bird that
has just acquired its feathers and is learning to fly. From that original sense,
fledgling has come to refer either to a young and inexperienced person or
to something that is just getting off the ground, as a fledgling enterprise.
Callow suggests an immaturity or inexperience manifested by a lack of
sophistication. People who are callow know little of the ways of the world;
they are green, still wet behind the ears.

Because callow means immature, it sometimes also suggests
childishness or foolishness. For example, a callow remark may be not only
unsophisticated but also downright silly. Synonyms of callow in this
unfavorable sense include juvenile (preferably JOO-vuh-nil, but now also
JOO-vuh-nyl, which was originally British), sophomoric (SAHF-uh-MOR-ik),
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and puerile (PYOOR-ul).
OO @

Let's review the ten keywords you've just learned. I'll give you two words,
and you decide if they are synonyms or antonyms. Answers appear on
page 156.

1. Prolific and barren are...synonyms or antonyms?
Earthly and mundane are...

Innumerable and myriad are...

Dissident and conforming are...

Laudable and deplorable are...

Matchless and inimitable are...

Exhausted and jaded are...

Short-sighted and myopic are...

A S A N L I S

Demonstrable and unverifiable are...
10.Callow and inexperienced are...

Did you remember to keep track of your answers and calculate your
score? If you answered fewer than eight questions correctly, review the last
ten keywords.

Just Between Us, This One's for You and Me

Now for another “Word to the Wise.” This time we have a cautionary tale of
good grammar gone awry. (Awry is pronounced uh-RY to rhyme with apply.
Do you know what it means?)

Here's the question I'd like you to consider: Why is it that so many people
insist on using the nominative rather than the objective case with the
prepositions for and between?

Nominative? Objective? What the heck is he talking about? you're
thinking.

All right, I'll put it in plain English. Why do people say “for you and |I” and
“between you and |I” when good grammar requires “for you and me” and
“between you and me”?

Believe me, this is not an error the ordinary person makes. It's a mistake
committed almost exclusively by educated folks who ought to know better.
Talk to any Joe Blow on the street and I'll bet he'll say, “Just between you
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and me, pal, there's somethin’ screwy goin’ on at city hall.” Or sit down next
to him at a bar and he'll say to the bartender, “Hey Mac, howzabout a round
for my friend and me?” But give him a college degree, a professional
position, and a house in the suburbs, and by golly the next minute you'll
hear, “Let's keep this information between you and 1,” or “| think this is a
good investment for you and I.”

So, just between you and me, why is it that so many upwardly mobile
types say “just between you and I’? Did their sixth-grade teachers give
them a demerit for saying “it's me” instead of ‘it is I"? Did their mothers
dock their allowance for telling a friend, “You and me should go out and

play”?
Whatever the reason, if you are one of the many who have graduated
from the unpretentious and proper “just between you and me” to the

overrefined, pinky-in-the-air erroneousness of “just between you and 1,” it's
high time to get reeducated—or de educated, as the case may be.

In The Careful Writer, Theodore M. Bernstein says that
“‘uncomprehending souls who have heard strictures about ‘It is me’ tend to
think of ‘me’ as a naughty word, particularly when it is associated with ‘you,’
which they mistake for a nominative case. Thinking they are leaning over
backward to be correct, they somersault onto their faces and come up with
between you and |.”

Think of the nominative case as being the subject of a sentence. In the
sentence “I am going,” I is the subject and in the nominative case. In the
sentence “You and | are going,” you and | is a compound subject, and both
words are in the nominative case. In the sentence “It is for you,” it is now
the subject, and you is in the objective case. In the sentence “It's for you
and me,” the subject is still jit, and you and me are in the objective case.
The problem is caused by the word you, which can be either nominative or
objective, but which in our misguided attempt to be proper we tend to treat
as a nominative.

If all this grammar is so much linguistic jargon to your ear, just remember
this rule of thumb: Whenever something is between someone else and
you, or for someone else and you, say me, not . “There's no difference

between you and me”; “The boss had only the highest praise for Pamela,
Gregg, and me.”

Or try this little trick: Eliminate the other people in the sentence and see
how it sounds. If you're about to say “It's for him and I,” take out him and
you'll hear that “it's for I” sounds wrong, which it is. | know you would never
say “That's for |, not her,” so take care to say “That's for her and me.”
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If you observe this rule, you will never sound unnatural or pretentious. And
that's my guarantee—just between you and me.

Now let's return to the Verbal Advantage vocabulary for the next ten
keywords in Level 4.

Word 31: acauesce (AK-wee-ES)

To agree without protest, accept without argument or resistance, give in
quietly.

Synonyms of acquiesce include consent, comply, submit, assent, and
accede (ak-SEED). The corresponding noun is acquiescence (AK-wee-ES
-ints). Acquiescence means the act of acquiescing, passive agreement,
quiet acceptance.

Assent, accede, and acquiesce all mean to agree in slightly different
ways. Assent implies agreement reached after careful consideration or
deliberation: “The president of the company predicted that the stockholders
would assent to the proposed merger.” Accede implies agreement in which
one person or party gives in to persuasion or yields under pressure:
“Management is not likely to accede to the union's demands.” Acquiesce
implies agreement offered in spite of tacit reservations. The person who
acquiesces often is unwilling to agree but lacks the will or energy to resist:
“Despite her doubts about the plan, Lucy acquiesced”; “Bob wasn't happy
with the salary that Mercenary Media had offered him, but he knew he would
have to either acquiesce or take an even lower-paying job.”

Acquiesce is sometimes followed by the preposition in: “One member of
the jury remained obstinate and would not acquiesce in the verdict”; “The
chief executive officer acquiesced in the board of directors’ decision.”

Word 32: rontiricate (pahn-TIF-i-kayt)

To speak in a pompous and overbearing way, make pretentious or
categorical statements, express one's opinion as though it were an official,
authoritative decree.

The Roman Catholic pope is also known by two other names: the Bishop
of Rome and the pontiff (PAHN-tif). Pontiff comes from the Latin Pontifex
Maximus, the high priest of Rome. As the leader of the Roman Catholic
Church, the pontiff is responsible for interpreting religious doctrine, or
dogma, and issuing official decrees, called papal bulls. To these official
decrees the pontiff affixes a seal called a bulla (BUUL-uh).

In its original sense, to pontificate means to be a pontiff, to fulfill the
office of a pope and issue official decrees on church doctrine or dogma.
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From this the word came to apply in a disparaging way to anyone who
speaks as if he were the pope issuing an official decree.

Because only the pontiff has the absolute right to pontificate, pontificate
now means to express opinions or make judgments in a categorical,
dogmatic way. I'll save you the trouble of looking up dogmatic, which is
pronounced dawg-MAT-ik (or dahg-). It means opinionated, dictatorial,
expressing an opinion as if it were fact.

If your boss pontificates in a meeting, that means he or she is speaking
dogmatically, in a pompous, pretentious, dictatorial manner. The person
who pontificates expresses an opinion as though it were an official,
authoritative decree: “Teenagers don't respond well when their parents or
teachers pontificate.”

The corresponding noun is pontification (pahn-TIF-i-KAY-shin).

Word 33: peteterious (DEL-i-TEER-ee-us)

Harmful, destructive, injurious, detrimental; especially, harmful to health or
well-being.

Synonyms of deleterious include ruinous, noxious, pernicious
(pur-NISH-us, word 10 of Level 7), and malignant (muh-LIG-nint).
Antonyms include healthful, advantageous, wholesome, and salutary (
SAL-yuh-TER-ee).

Deleterious comes from a Greek word meaning destructive and may be
applied to something that has a detrimental effect upon a person's health or
well-being or to anything harmful or destructive. Smoking is deleterious,
harmful to health. A divorce may be deleterious to children, injurious to their
psychological well-being. An impetuous statement may have deleterious
consequences. For example, you may daydream about stomping into your
boss's office and giving the old pontificating windbag a piece of your
verbally advantaged mind, but doing that probably would be deleterious to
your career.

Word 34: amevaent (am-BIV-uh-lint)

Uncertain, indecisive, having conflicting feelings or desires, simultaneously
drawn in opposite directions, attracted to and repulsed by something at the
same time.

The corresponding noun is ambivalence, a state of uncertainty or
indecisiveness.

One meaning of the combining form ambi- is “both,” as in the words
ambidextrous (AM-bi-DEK-strus), skilled with both hands, and ambivert
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(AM-bi-vurt), a person who is both introverted, inner-directed, and
extroverted, outer-directed. Ambivalent combines ambi-, both, with the
Latin valere, to be strong. When you are ambivalent on an issue, you have
strong feelings both ways; you are simultaneously drawn in opposite
directions. The ambivalent person has conflicting feelings or desires, and
therefore is uncertain, indecisive.

Word 35: rensive (PEN-siv)

Thoughtful, absorbed in thought, especially in a deep, dreamy, or
melancholy way.

Synonyms of pensive include reflective, meditative, wistful, and
contemplative (kun-TEM-pluh-tiv).

Pensive comes through an OIld French verb meaning to think from the
Latin pensare, to ponder, consider, weigh in the mind. When you are
pensive, you are thinking deeply about something, pondering it, weighing it
in your mind.

Pensive, contemplative, and wistful all mean thoughtful, but in different
ways.

Wistful, which is related to the word wishful, suggests thoughtfulness
marked by a strong and often sad longing or desire. When two lovers are
apart, they are often wistful.

Contemplative (stress the second syllable), the adjective corresponding
to the noun contemplation, suggests profound reflection usually directed
toward achieving deeper understanding or enlightenment. Philosophers
and prophets are contemplative.

Pensive suggests a deep, dreamy, and often melancholy thoughtfulness.
A pensive mood is characterized by dreamy seriousness. When you grow
pensive you become lost in thought, and probably have a slightly sad,
faraway look in your eyes.

The corresponding noun is pensiveness: “The most salient characteristic
in the poetic temperament is pensiveness.”

Word 36: mprometu (im-PRAHMP-t(y)oo)

Made up or done on the spur of the moment, uttered or performed without
preparation, improvised for the occasion.

Synonyms of impromptu include offhand, spontaneous, and
extemporaneous (ek-STEM-puh-RAY-nee-us).

Impromptu comes from a Latin phrase meaning in readiness, at hand. By
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derivation, something impromptu lies close at hand, ready to use when the
occasion arises. In modern usage impromptu may apply to either
spontaneous expression or activity: an impromptu response is an offhand
or off-the-cuff response; an impromptu performance is improvised for the
occasion; an impromptu party is thrown on the spur of the moment.

Here's an image you can associate with the word impromptu that may
help you remember what it means: Imagine yourself at a dinner party or
wedding reception, chatting amiably with the people around you, when
suddenly everyone in the room turns toward you and starts chanting
“Speech, speech!” Although you are unprepared, you rise to the occasion
and deliver a few urbane remarks. When your audience laughs at the right
moment and applauds at the end, you are delighted. Your speech not only
was impromptu, it was a triumph.

Word 37: consecture (kun-JEK-chur)

To guess; especially, to make an educated guess; to form an opinion or
make a judgment based on insufficient evidence.

Familiar synonyms of conjecture include to suppose, imagine, suspect,
and presume.

To guess, to speculate, to surmise, and to conjecture all mean to form
an opinion or reach a conclusion based upon uncertain or insufficient
evidence.

To guess is the least reliable and most random of these words. When
you guess you have a roughly equal chance of being right or wrong, and
there is ample room for doubt about your opinion.

To speculate means to make a judgment based on observation and
reasoning. When you speculate you form a reasonable opinion by
evaluating whatever facts are at hand, however dubious they may be.

To surmise means to come to a conclusion by using one's intuition or
imagination. When you surmise, you use your instinct and power of insight
to make a judgment based on slender evidence.

Our keyword, conjecture, comes from the Latin con-, together, and
jacere, to throw, and by derivation means to throw something together. In
modern usage to conjecture means to take whatever evidence is available
and quickly construct an opinion based on one's knowledge and
experience—in short, to make an educated guess.

The corresponding noun a conjecture means an educated guess, an
assumption or conclusion based on insufficient evidence.
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Word 38: surrertimious (SUR-up-TISH-us)

Stealthy; characterized by secrecy and caution; done, made, obtained, or
enjoyed in a secret and often sly or shifty manner, so as to avoid notice.

Synonyms of surreptitious include crafty, furtive (FUR-tiv), covert
(traditionally and properly KUH-vurt, but now usually KOH-vurt), underhand,
and clandestine (klan-DES-tin, word 6 of Level 2). Antonyms include
evident, unconcealed, overt, aboveboard, and manifest.

Stealthy, furtive, clandestine, covert, and surreptitious all mean secret,
hidden from the knowledge or view of others. Let's examine their
connotations in order.

Stealthy is used of any secret or deceptive action that is careful, quiet,
slow, and designed to conceal a motive: a cat stalks its prey in a stealthy
manner; she heard the stealthy footsteps of a prowler outside the house.

Furtive adds to stealthy the suggestion of quickness and cunning. The
word comes from the Latin furtum, theft, and that which is furtive exhibits
the craftiness, dishonesty, and evasiveness of a thief: “Their furtive glances
at each other during the meeting convinced Jim that there was something
fishy about the deal”; “Suzanne knew her date with Arnold was going to be
a disaster when she caught him making a furtive attempt to look down the
front of her dress.”

Clandestine applies to that which is done secretly to conceal an evil,
immoral, or illicit purpose: a clandestine love affair; a clandestine plot to
overthrow the government.

Covert applies to anything deliberately covered up or disguised, and
often suggests an effort to conceal something illegal or unethical. When we
speak of an undercover operation, we usually mean a secret operation
sanctioned by law, but when we speak of a covert operation, we usually
mean one that is kept secret because it is criminal or corrupt.

I'd like to take a moment to explain why | prefer and recommend the
pronunciation KUH-vurt. This is the traditional pronunciation, and it was the
only way of saying the word recognized by dictionaries until the 1960s.
Since then—and especially since the Watergate scandal in the early 1970s,
when “KOH-vurt operation” was heard repeatedly on radio and television—
the variant KOH-vurt has become so popular that several dictionaries now
list it first.

Although few people today are aware that KUH-vurt was the earlier and
only standard pronunciation, dictionaries still list KUH-vurt and many older
educated speakers prefer KUH-vurt out of respect for the word's tradition,
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which dates back to the fourteenth century. If you’d rather go with the flow
on this issue, that's fine—no one can say you're wrong; however, keep in
mind that while KOH-vurt is recognized by current dictionaries, another
popular variant, koh-VURT, is often not listed at all. On the other hand, if you
are not afraid to distinguish yourself as a cultivated speaker at the risk of
raising a few eyebrows, then | invite you to join me in the righteous cause of
preserving the traditional pronunciation, KUH-vurt.

And now let's wind up this not-so-undercover discussion with a look at our
keyword, surreptitious. It comes from a Latin word meaning stolen,
kidnapped, and ultimately from the Latin verb surripere, to snatch, pilfer,
take away or withdraw secretly. By derivation surreptitious means snatched
while no one is looking, and in modern usage the word combines the
deliberate, cautious secrecy suggested by stealthy with the crafty, evasive
secrecy suggested by furtive. That which is surreptitious is done or
acquired under the table, in a sly or shifty way, so as to avoid detection:
“For years Paul was so surreptitious about his drinking that no one at work

”,. W

knew he had a problem”; “The general decided to launch a surreptitious

attack under cover of darkness”; “Larry was afraid the IRS would find out
about his surreptitious real estate deals.”

Word 39: exempLary (ig-ZEM-pluh-ree)

Worthy of imitation, praiseworthy, commendable, serving as a model of
excellence, appropriateness, or correctness.

Synonyms of exemplary include ideal, admirable, meritorious (MER-i-
TOR-ee-us), estimable (ES-ti-muh-buul), and /audable (word 25 of Level
4). Antonyms include shameful, disreputable, contemptible, deplorable
(di-PLOR-uh-buul), ignominious (IG-nuh-MIN-ee-us), odious (OH-dee-us),
and heinous (HAY-nis, rhymes with anus).

By the way, heinous means reprehensible, wicked, evil, as a heinous
crime, a heinous lie. | have heard scores of educated people
mispronounce it as HEE-nis, HEE-nee-us, and HAY-nee-us. The best | can
say about these pronunciations is that they are creative but wrong. The only
pronunciation recognized by dictionaries is HAY-nis, and anything else is
utterly heinous, evil, wicked, reprehensible.

Now back to our more pleasant keyword, exemplary, which comes from
the same Latin source as the word example. By derivation, something
exemplary sets an example, and is therefore worthy of imitation. Exemplary
conduct is praiseworthy. An exemplary performance is commendable.
Verbal Advantage teaches you how to use words in an exemplary manner.
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Word 40: wreccasie (im-PEK-uh-buul)

Perfect, faultless, flawless; free from faults or imperfections. Also, unable
to do wrong, incapable of sin.

Equally challenging synonyms of impeccable include unimpeachable
and irreproachable. Challenging antonyms of impeccable include
reprehensible, censurable (SEN-shur-uh-buul), and culpable
(KUHL-puh-buul).

Earlier in this level | told you about the prefix in-, which may mean “in” or
“into” or have a privative function, depriving or taking away the meaning of
what follows. Impeccable combines this privative prefix in-, meaning “not,”
with the Latin peccare, to make a mistake, do wrong, blunder, sin. By
derivation, impeccable means not able to make a mistake, incapable of
sinning or doing wrong; hence, perfect, faultless.

Now, if you've been reading carefully | bet you're wondering why in the
world I'm talking about the prefix in- when the prefix in impeccable is im-.
Well, my verbally advantaged friend, your exemplary guide through the
oddities of the English language has the answer, and here it is:

When the prefix in- is attached to a word beginning with the letter b, p, or
m, the n changes to an m. Thus, imbalanced means not balanced;
impossible means not possible; and immutable means not mutable, not
changeable, fixed. Similarly, when the prefix in- appears before a word
beginning with / or r, the n changes to an / or an r. illogical means not
logical; irreproachable means not reproachable, without fault or blame, and
therefore impeccable, perfect, flawless.

So now that you know how the spelling of the prefix in- changes, |
suppose you're wondering why it changes. The answer is simple: ease of
pronunciation. If we had to say in peccable and in reproachable, it would be
not only in logical but also nearly in possible. The altered spelling of the
prefix makes these and dozens of other words easier to pronounce.

Now let's take a look at the closely related words impeccable,
immaculate, and infallible, all of which employ the privative prefix in-,
meaning not.

The adjective fallible comes from the Latin verb fallere, to deceive, lead
astray, cause to make a mistake. In modern usage fallible means capable
of error or likely to be wrong, as human beings are fallible creatures. Attach
the prefix in- to fallible and you have the word infallible, not fallible, not
capable of making an error, unable to fail. As your infallible guide through
Verbal Advantage, | assure you that this program is an infallible method of
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building your vocabulary.

The unusual noun macula (MAK-yuh-luh) means a spot or stain. Its direct
Latin root, macula, meant either a physical spot or blotch or a moral
blemish, a stain on one's character. In current usage macula refers
specifically either to a blemish on the skin or to a sunspot; the
corresponding adjective maculate means stained, blemished, impure,
corrupt. Attach the prefix in- to the adjective maculate and you have the
word immaculate, not maculate, unstained, spotless. An immaculate house
is spick-and-span; an immaculate complexion has no blemishes; an
immaculate reputation or background is spotless, clean as a whistle. In
Roman Catholicism, the Immaculate Conception is the doctrine that the
Virgin Mary was miraculously conceived without the moral stain of original
sin.

And now for our keyword, impeccable. From its Latin root, peccare, to
make a mistake, blunder, sin, English has also inherited three other words:
the noun peccadillo (PEK-uh-DIL-oh) means a small sin, minor fault or flaw;
the adjective peccant (PEK-int) means guilty, sinful, culpable; and the
adjective peccable (PEK-uh-buul) means liable to sin or do wrong. Slap the
privative prefix in- onto the unfortunate peccable and you have its more
pleasant antonym, impeccable, incapable of sin, unable to do wrong, and
therefore free from all faults or imperfections. Impeccable taste is faultless;
impeccable speech is flawless; an impeccable performance is perfect.

OO ©

Let's review the ten keywords you've just learned by playing “One of These
Definitions Doesn't Fit the Word.” In each statement below, a keyword (in
italics) is followed by three definitions. Two of the three are correct; one is
unrelated in meaning. Decide which definition doesn't fit the keyword.
Answers appear on page 157.

1. To acquiesce means to agree, make do, give in.

2. To pontificate means to speak pompously, speak powerfully,
speak pretentiously.

Deleterious means unnecessary, injurious, detrimental.
Ambivalent means uncertain, indecisive, inconsistent.
Pensive means concerned, thoughtful, reflective.

Impromptu means improvised, spontaneous, unpredictable.

NS AW

To conjecture means to suppose, presume, plan.
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8. Surreptitious means furtive, wicked, stealthy.
9. Exemplary means salient, commendable, meritorious.

10.Impeccable means perfect, fantastic, flawless.
Get with the Pronunciation Program

The program is getting quite challenging now, don't you agree? Well, for a
respite let's take a brief look at some commonly mispronounced words.

And you just read one of them—respite, which is properly pronounced
RES-pit, with the accent on the first syllable, but which is often
mispronounced ruh-SPYT, with the accent shifted to the second syllable. A
respite is an interval of rest or relief, a lull, hiatus, as “a vacation is a respite
from work.” Take care to stress this word on the first syllable: RES-pit.

How do you pronounce the -gram in program? Many speakers today slur
it and say PROH-grum. Current dictionaries now countenance this slurred
pronunciation, so | can't say categorically that it's wrong, but | can state my
dogmatic opinion: PROH-grum is illogical and sloppy. The vast majority of
speakers don't slur the -gram in telegram, anagram, cryptogram,
monogram, kilogram, milligram, and diagram, so it only makes sense to
be consistent and preserve the -gram in program. Pronounce the second
syllable to rhyme with ham.

One of the most common speaking errors is misplacing the accent or
stress in a word. Misplaced accents are rife among educated speakers
today. Just for fun, try this little test:

Do you say in fluence or influ ence; af fluent or afflu ent; super fluous or
superflu ous; pref erable or prefer able; com parable or compar able; for
midable or formid able; in tegral or integ ral; hos pitable or hospit able; ap
plicable or applic able; and last but not least, do you say ex quisite or ex
quis ite?

In every case, the first pronunciation is preferred. If you check these
words in a dictionary, you will find some of the second pronunciations
listed, simply because so many speakers now misplace the accent in these
words that dictionary editors feel compelled to record the practice.
However, take it from me: influ ence, formid able, prefer able, and all the
rest are either trendy or flat-out wrong. The traditional and -cultivated
pronunciations are in fluence, af fluent, super fluous, pref erable, com
parable, for midable, in tegral, hos pitable, ap plicable, and ex quisite.

Now let me ask you this: When you make a mistake, do you AIR or do
you UR? Properly, the verb to err should rhyme with sir, not with hair.
Dictionaries have recorded pronunciation for about two hundred years. The
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variant AIR for err did not appear in a dictionary until the 1960s; since then,
it has become the dominant pronunciation. Although some commentators
argue in favor of AIR on the grounds that it links the verb phonically with the
noun error, many cultivated speakers and current authorities still prefer UR,
and | stand firmly with them. In my book, to AIR is human, to UR divine.

If you're clever and you prefer to be right, then answer me this: When
management and labor try to hammer out a contract, would you say they are
engaged in nego-see-ations or in nego-shee-ations? When people have
strong, opposing views on an issue, would you describe the issue as
controver-see-al or controver-shal? If you would have said nego-see-ations
and controver-see-al, ask yourself this: Have you always pronounced these
words like that, or did you unconsciously change your pronunciation at
some point because you heard so many friends, coworkers, and
broadcasters pronouncing them that way?

Nego-see-ate and controver-see-al are vogue pronunciations, by which |
mean they are trendy and pseudosophisticated. To borrow a phrase from
the great authority on language H. W. Fowler, they owe their vogue, or
popularity, “to the joy of showing that one has acquired them.” Why have so
many people recently decided to say nego-see-ate and controver-see-al?
Beats me. All | know is that these pronunciations, to quote one noted
authority on language, are “prissy.” There is no good reason to follow the
herd and adopt them. Stick with controver-shal and nego-shee-ate, which
have served us for generations, and no one will ever stick it to you.

And that goes for the word species too. The alternative pronunciation
SPEE-seez, now used by many educated speakers, has been heard since
the mid-twentieth century. The traditional pronunciation, SPEE-sheez, has
been around since the word came into the language in the fourteenth
century. Nevertheless, because of its popularity today among the
overrefined, SPEE-seez is recognized by current dictionaries. Not one,
however, lists it first. That makes my heart glad, for to my ear this sibilant
SPEE-seez sounds SOH-see-uh-lee am-BlS-ee-us and intellectually
SOO-pur-FIS-ee-ul. In my opinion, SPEE-seez is just too PRES-ee-us for
words.

To sum up: As you can see, when it comes to pronunciation | am a
creature of an altogether different species (SPEE-sheez). | have my own
program (don't slur -gram). | don't think all pronunciations are comparable
(stress on com-); | believe some are preferable (stress on pref-) to others.
When | hear someone err (rhymes with sir), it hurts my exquisitely (stress
on ex-) sensitive ears. | have formidable (stress on for-) opinions, | am not
often willing to negotiate (nego-shee-ayt), and | am certainly not afraid of
being controversial (four syllables, with -shul at the end). All that may not
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make me popular or affluent (stress on af-), but at least I've done my
homework and | know what I'm talking about. If you choose to follow my
advice on pronunciation, no one can rightfully accuse you of slovenly
speech.

But that's enough pontification about pronunciation. Now let's take a look
at some commonly confused words.

First, consider the verbs to imply and to infer, which hordes of
well-educated people have a murderous time distinguishing.

To imply is to suggest, hint, indicate indirectly: a person may say one
thing and imply another, or someone may think you are implying something
when you are not. For example, if you ask a coworker out for lunch, the
person may think you are implying, hinting, that you want to get intimate
when all you want is some company so you don't have to stare at the wall
while you chew.

To infer means to deduce, conclude, draw a conclusion. You can infer,
draw a logical conclusion, from evidence or known facts; you can also infer
something from what someone implies. For example, if a client says he
needs to think about an offer you have just made, he might be implying that
he is unhappy with it, and you might infer that he may go to someone else.
As Theodore M. Bernstein puts it in The Careful Writer, “The implier is the
pitcher; the inferrer is the catcher.” Someone who implies throws out a hint,
a suggestion. Someone who infers catches that suggestion and makes a
conclusion, deduction.

Now let's differentiate between the words disinterested and uninterested
. No one ever has a problem with uninterested—it simply means not
interested. The trouble starts when people use disinterested to mean the
same thing as uninterested. Disinterested means impartial, unbiased, not
influenced by selfish motives. In court you want a disinterested judge, not
an uninterested one, and at work you want a disinterested boss—a fair,
impartial boss—not an uninterested one.

Finally, let's distinguish between the words anxious and eager. Eager is
rarely misused, but you will often hear anxious used in place of eager in
such phrases as “Mike is anxious to see the new movie,” or “Amanda was
anxious to get a promotion.” Anxious means full of anxiety, worried,
nervous, concerned. Eager means showing keen interest or impatient
desire. In his helpful guide, The Appropriate Word, J. N. Hook explains that
“‘we are anxious (worried) about harmful things that may happen, eager
about things we want to happen.” Thus, Mike should be eager to see the
new movie, but anxious about whether he'll be able to get a good seat.
Amanda should be eager to get a promotion, but anxious about handling
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the greater responsibility of the job.
& O @

And now, after that long-winded lecture on pronunciation and usage, I'll
bet you're eager to learn more words, so before you get anxious, let's
return to the Verbal Advantage vocabulary for the final ten keywords in
Level 4.

Word 41: arrest (uh-TEST)

To affirm to be true, genuine, or correct; certify or authenticate officially;
stand as proof or evidence of.

Attest comes from the Latin ad, to, and testari, to bear witness, and
ultimately from testis, a witness. From the same Latin festis, witness,
English has inherited a number of other words, including testify, testimony,
testimonial, and the legal terms testator (TES-tay-tur), a person who has
made a valid will, and intestate (in-TES-tayt), which means not having made
a legal will.

By derivation, attest means to bear witness to, give testimony, and today
the word may be used in this literal sense, as to attest to someone's
whereabouts, to furnish references who will attest to your skills and
qualifications. (Note that in this sense attest is followed by fo.) Attest is also
used to mean to affirm to be true, genuine, or correct, or to stand as proof
or evidence of: “Many studies attest the deleterious effects of saturated fat

and cholesterol”; “Michelangelo's David is but one of many masterpieces
that attest the greatness of this Renaissance artist.”

Word 42: corious (KOH-pee-us)

Abundant, plentiful, large in amount or number.

Synonyms of copious include ample, bountiful, and profuse
(pruh-FYOOS). Antonyms include scanty, meager, sparse, and paltry
(PAWL-tree).

Copious comes from the Latin copia, abundance, plenty, and means
literally abundant, plentiful. From the same Latin copia, plenty, and cornu, a
horn, comes the English word cornucopia (KORN-(y)uh-KOH-pee-uh), a
horn of plenty. Historically, a cornucopia is a symbol of abundance and
prosperity in the form of a goat's horn overflowing with fruit, flowers, and
grain. In modern usage, cornucopia is often applied to any overflowing
stock or supply, as a cornucopia of menu selections, or a cornucopia of
products and services.
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The adjective copious may be used of anything that exists or is provided
in abundance. Copious praise is abundant praise; a copious harvest is a
plentiful harvest; copious information is a great supply of information;
copious speech overflows with words.

Word 43: raLLacious (fu h-LAY-sh US)

False, misleading, deceptive, invalid, based on a fallacy.

Synonyms of fallacious include erroneous (i-ROH-nee-us), spurious
(SPYOOR-ee-us), untenable (uhn-TEN-uh-buul), illusory (i-LOO-suh-ree),
and sophistical (suh-FIS-ti-kul).

The noun fallacy (FAL-uh-see) means a false or misleading idea,
statement, or argument. Fallacy and sophistry (SAHF-i-stree, word 20 of
this level) are close in meaning. A fallacy is a misleading or deceptive
argument that violates the laws of reasoning. Sophistry refers to reasoning
that deliberately uses fallacies, misleading arguments, to confuse or
deceive.

Both fallacy and the adjective fallacious come from the Latin fallere, to
deceive, lead astray. That which is fallacious is based on a fallacy, and is
therefore misleading, deceptive, false. To the skeptical person, all
statements, assumptions, and notions are fallacious until clearly proved
otherwise.

Word 44: stoc (STOH-ik)

Showing no feelings, unemotional, unaffected by pleasure or pain, bearing
pain or suffering without complaint.

Synonyms of stoic include impassive, dispassionate, indifferent,
apathetic (AP-uh-THET-ik), placid (PLAS-id), languid (LANG-gwid),
phlegmatic (fleg-MAT-ik, word 33 of Level 9), and imperturbable.

Antonyms of stoic include ardent, vehement (VEE-uh-mint), zealous
(ZEL-us), fervid, and fervent (word 24 of Level 3).

Stoic and stoicism (STOH-i-S1Z-'m) come from the Greek stoa, a porch
or covered walkway—specifically, the famous Painted Porch in ancient
Athens where the doctrine of Stoicism was born. In his English Vocabulary
Builder, Johnson O'Connor explains that “stoicism... was a school of
philosophy founded by Zeno about 308 B.C....stoicismM is so named
because Zeno expounded his philosophy from the Painted Porch, one of
the covered walks about the Agora (AG-uh-ruh), the public square of
ancient Athens. A stoic... was a follower of Zeno, one who believed that
men should be free from passion, unmoved by joy or grief, and submit
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without complaint to the unavoidable necessity by which all things are
governed.”

In modern usage, stoicism means indifference to pleasure or pain; the
noun stoic refers to anyone who exhibits rigorous self-control; and the
adjective stoic means showing no feelings, unemotional, bearing pain or
suffering without complaint.

Word 45: recrmivation (ri-KRIM-uh-NAY-shin)

A countercharge or counteraccusation.

Recrimination combines the prefix re-, which means “back” or “again,”
with the Latin verb criminari, to accuse, bring a charge against, and means
literally to accuse in return, accuse again. The great Webster's New
International Dictionary, second edition (1934), defines recrimination as
“an accusation brought by the accused against the accuser.”

Recriminations, or countercharges, are perhaps most often heard today
in political campaigns, international relations, and legal proceedings. In
modern usage, when we speak of mutual recriminations the word usually
suggests a series of bitter denunciations exchanged in the course of fervid
debate.

Recrimination is the noun. The corresponding verb is recriminate, to
bring a countercharge against, denounce in return. The corresponding
adjective has two forms: recriminative (ri-KRIM-uh-NAY-tiv) and
recriminatory (ri-KRIM-i-nuh-tor-ee).

Word 46: arrinty (Uuh-FIN-i-tee)

Close resemblance or relationship, a strong likeness, similarity, or
connection, as the affinity of the Italian, French, and Spanish languages, an
affinity among the painters of the Impressionist school, an affinity between
the blues and early rock and roll.

Affinity may also mean a natural attraction to, or liking for, a person or
thing, as an affinity for classical music, an affinity for the freewheeling
literature of the Beat Generation, an affinity among neighbors in a close-knit
community.

Synonyms of affinity in the sense of “close resemblance or relationship”
include kinship, correspondence, compatibility, and consanguinity
(KAHN-sang-GWIN-i-tee). Synonyms of affinity in the sense of “liking or
attraction” include penchant (word 9 of Level 3), propensity, and proclivity.

Affinity comes from a Latin word meaning “relationship by marriage,” and
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dictionaries still recognize this literal sense although the word is not often
used in that way. In current usage affinity usually means either a close
relationship or likeness, or a natural attraction to or liking for a person or
thing.

Word 47: voatie (VAHL-uh-tul; British say VAHL-uh-tyl)

Changeable, unstable, inconstant, likely to change or shift rapidly and
unpredictably: The stock market is often volatile; a person may have volatile
moods; the weather in New England is notoriously volatile.

Synonyms of volatile include fickle, flighty, capricious (kuh-PRISH-us,
word 11 of Level 1), erratic, protean (PROH-tee-in), and mercurial
(mur-KYUR-ee-ul).

Antonyms include stable, fixed, steadfast, invariable, immutable, and
quiescent (kwy-ES-int, word 22 of Level 3).

Volatile, which entered English in the early 1600s, has a volatile history,
full of many shifts and changes in meaning. The word comes from the Latin
volare, to fly, and its original meaning was “flying” or “having the power to
fly.” Today volatile is rarely used in this sense, and instead we have the
word volant (VOH-lant), which came into the language shortly before
volatile from the same Latin volare, to fly. Volant means flying, able to fly,
or quick, nimble, agile.

The fickle, unpredictable volatile then came to mean evaporating quickly,
easily vaporized, as a volatile oil or liquid. In the science of chemistry it is
still used in this way, and today it would be unusual but not outlandish for an
essayist to write about the volatile morning dew, or for a weathercaster to
speak of volatile fog or clouds, or for a TV chef to discuss the volatile
nature of wine used in cooking.

By the mid-seventeenth century the inconstant volatile had acquired its
most durable meaning: changeable, unstable, inconstant, likely to change
or shift rapidly and unpredictably. In this sense it is a close synonym of
capricious and mercurial. Out of this notion of changeability and
inconstancy, volatile gained two more meanings: fleeting, vanishing swiftly,
transient, ephemeral; and also lighthearted, lively and carefree, whimsical,
prone to flights of fancy.

In the second half of the twentieth century volatile took on yet another
meaning: explosive, likely to erupt into violence. You will often hear volatile
used this way in news reports about domestic or international affairs
characterized by tension and sporadic conflict. This sense is an outgrowth
of the meaning “unstable, unpredictable,” for when a situation is unstable or
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unpredictable it is often likely to explode or erupt in violence.

Finally, in the 1990s volatile acquired one more sense. According to
Webster's New World Dictionary, third college edition, in the jargon of
computer science volatile is used to mean pertaining to “memory that does
not retain stored data when the power supply is disconnected.”

Despite its capricious, changeable history, volatile has remained close to
its roots. For as I'm sure you can see, all the various senses of volatile
incorporate the notions of flight, flightiness, and swift, unpredictable change
suggested by the word's Latin root, volare, to fly. When you see or hear
volatile used, and when you use it yourself, remember that in all of its
senses the word describes that which can swiftly fly away from one
condition or mood into another.

Volatile is the adjective; the corresponding noun is volatility.

Word 48: sauaup (SKWAHL-id)

Dirty and run-down as a result of poverty or neglect, foul or filthy from lack
of care, wretched, miserable, degraded.

Synonyms of squalid include seedy, unkempt, slovenly (SLUHV-un-lee),
and dilapidated (di-LAP-i-DAY-tid—take care to pronounce the last two
syllables -dated, not -tated).

Antonyms include unsullied, immaculate, and pristine (PRIS-teen or
pri-STEEN).

Squalid is the adjective; the corresponding noun is squalor
(SKWAHL-ur). Squalor means filthiness, foulness, degradation, a
wretched, miserable condition resulting from poverty or neglect.

Squalid comes from the Latin verb squalere, which has various
meanings, including to be rough or scaly; to be covered with filth; to be
overgrown or dirty from neglect; and to wear mourning clothes. In modern
usage squalid has retained a taste of all these senses. Squalid attire is
rough and unkempt—or, to use an informal term, grungy. Squalid language
is filthy or foul. A squalid neighborhood is slummy, dilapidated, dirty and
run-down from neglect. And just as a person in mourning is sad and forlorn,
squalid people or squalid conditions are wretched and miserable because
they are poor, degraded, and pitiable.

The adjectives squalid and sordid (SOR-did) are close in meaning. Both
words mean dirty, filthy, and run-down, but squalid applies to that which is
dirty and miserable because of poverty or neglect, while sordid suggests a
filthy wretchedness resulting from a degraded or debased character.
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Word 49: expenrre (EK-spi-dyt)

To speed up, hasten, facilitate, accelerate the progress of, handle or
perform quickly and efficiently: “The company decided to expand its
workforce to expedite production of its new product.”

Antonyms of expedite include delay, postpone, hinder, retard, slacken,
and protract (word 25 of Level 3).

Expedite comes from the Latin verb expedire, to set free, disentangle,
get ready for action. When you expedite something, you free it from all
hindrances or obstructions; you disentangle it from whatever is delaying its
progress so that action can proceed. In current usage, when you expedite a
plan or a project it means you speed up its progress, hasten its completion.
And when the boss says to you, “Please expedite the matter,” that means
the boss wants you to take care of the matter as quickly and efficiently as
possible.

Word 50: assecr (AB-jekt or ab-JEKT)

Degraded, brought low in condition or status; hence, lacking self-respect,
contemptible, wretched.

The corresponding noun is abjection (ab-JEK-shin), a degraded,
wretched, contemptible state.

Synonyms of abject include debased (di-BAYST), despicable
(DES-pik-uh-buul; the stress properly is on the first syllable), ignoble,
groveling (GRAH-vul- or GRUH-vul-), servile (SUR-vil), and squalid (word
48 of this level). Antonyms of abject include noble, dignified, lofty,
majestic, eminent, and illustrious (i-LUHS-tree-us).

In Middle English abject meant “outcast.” The word comes ultimately
from the Latin ab, meaning “away” or “off,” and the verb jacere, to throw,
and means literally “thrown away, cast off.” The abject members of society
are the outcasts, the undesirables, and the indigent—the people who have
been thrown away or cast off because they seem to have no social place or
worth.

This literal sense of thrown away or cast off led to the modern meaning of
abject: brought low in condition or status— hence, degraded, wretched, or
contemptible.

Abject poverty is utterly wretched poverty. Abject conditions are hopeless
and degrading conditions. An abject coward is thoroughly contemptible. An
abject person has fallen so low that he has lost all self-respect.

If you behave toward someone in an abject manner, you are behaving in a
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groveling, servile manner, like a defeated dog that bares its neck and belly
to the vanquishing dog.

OO ©

Let's review the ten keywords you've just learned. This time I'm going to
give you the review word followed by three words or phrases, and you
decide which of those three answer choices comes nearest the meaning of
the review word. Answers appear on page 158.

1. When you afttest something, or attest to it, do you pass
judgment on it, affirm it as true, or examine it?

2. Is a copious supply meager, excessive, or abundant?
3. When a statement is fallacious, is it silly, misleading, or clever?

4. Would a stoic person be unemotional, unpredictable, or
inarticulate?

5. When two people exchange recriminations, do they exchange
compliments, insults, or countercharges?

6. When things have an affinity, do they have a luxurious
appearance, a close relationship, or a refined quality?

7. |Is a volatile situation unstable, unusual, or unwholesome?

8. Is a squalid environment confined and uncomfortable, noisy
and distracting, or dirty and run-down?

9. When you expedite something, do you throw it away, speed it
up, or observe it closely?

10.Are abject conditions troublesome, degraded, or offensive?

Remember that if you answered fewer than eight of the questions
correctly in this quiz, you should read the last ten keyword discussions
again. Also, don't forget to review this entire level at least once before
moving on to Level 5.

O © @

Now that we're almost done with Level 4, it's time to—wait a minute! Did
you notice anything wrong with what | just said?

Does anything about the phrase “now that we're almost done with Level
4” sound incorrect to you? If so, you may be an untapped member of the
League of Inflexible Super-Purists—for which the acronym, quite
appropriately, is LISP.
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For years hard-core purists have criticized the use of the word done to
mean finished, as in the sentence “I'm just trying to get the job done.” It's
true, as they assert, that using done in this way is informal, but that in itself
does not make it incorrect. Sometimes informal usage is inappropriate or
objectionable, but as Rudolph Flesch argues persuasively in his classic
guide, The Art of Readable Writing (1949), most good, clear writing and
speech is largely composed of everyday, practical words. Moreover, it's a
mistake to assume that every rule about language is a good rule, and the
best writers know that it's sometimes necessary to break a rule to achieve a
desired effect.

So now let me tell you the story of done versus finished.

In 1965, the eminent usage commentator Theodore M. Bernstein echoed
the sentiments of many educated speakers who had been pilloried by their
parents and teachers for allegedly misusing done. “The word should not be
used in good writing to mean finished or completed,” Bernstein stated in
The Careful Writer. “It is proper to say, ‘The roast is done,” but this does
not mean it is finished; it means the roast is sufficiently cooked.”

By 1977, however, Bernstein had changed his “don't” to a “maybe.” In
Dos, Don'ts, and Maybes of English Usage, he noted that in 1969 “the
usage panel of the American Heritage Dictionary split 53 to 47 percent in
favor of...done to mean completed or finished.”

Bernstein continues: “Webster's unabridged, second edition [1934]
labels it colloquial, but the third edition [1961] finds nothing wrong with it.
Neither do Webster's New World, the Random House and the big Oxford
English Dictionary. The verdict would seem to be that done in the sense of
finished is well on the way to acceptability, if it has not already
arrived.”Discerning observers of the language like Bernstein know that it's
essential to question change and resist it when it seems objectionable, but
they also know that it's obstinate and myopic to maintain that something is
unacceptable in the face of overwhelming evidence to the contrary.

In 1987, the Random House Dictionary of the English Language,
second edition, unabridged, confirmed Bernstein's conjecture in
unequivocal terms with a usage note that said, “In the adjectival sense, °
completed, finished, through,” done dates from the 14th century and is
entirely standard.” Other current dictionaries concur and list the “finished,
completed” definition without comment.

Based on that evidence, it would seem that the acceptability of done
meaning “finished” is a done deal. And with that pronouncement, we are
now done with Level 4.
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Answers to Review Quizzes for Level 4

Keywords 1-10

1.

Yes. Provident means thrifty, economical, saving or providing
for future needs.

Yes. To impute means to charge or attribute, especially with a
fault or misconduct, lay the responsibility or blame upon.

No. Astute means shrewd, clever, perceptive, discerning.

No. A neophyte is a beginner, novice, amateur, tyro;
specifically, a new member of or convert to a religion.

No. An enigma is a mystery, puzzle, riddle, perplexing problem,
something or someone hard to understand or explain.

Yes. Credence means belief, acceptance, especially belief in a
published report or acceptance of another's opinion.

No. To venerate means to respect deeply, revere, regard with
awe and adoration.

No. Garrulous means talkative in a rambling, annoying,
pointless, or long-winded way.

Yes. Trenchant means keen, penetrating, vigorously effective,
sharp and to the point.

10.Yes. Autonomous means independent, self-governing, not

under the control of something or someone else.

Keywords 11-20

1.

True. A panacea is a cure-all, universal antidote, remedy for all
diseases and difficulties.

False. Ephemeral means short-lived, passing, fleeting, lasting
for a short time.

False. Onerous means burdensome, troublesome, oppressive,
hard to bear, difficult to accomplish or endure.

True. Laity means all the people outside of a given profession
or specialized field, nonprofessionals.

False. Pungent means sharp, penetrating, biting, acrid.

False. Prosaic means dull, ordinary, uninteresting,
unimaginative.

False. A charlatan is a fake, quack, imposter, fraud, a person
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who pretends to have a special skill or knowledge.

False. Perfunctory means mechanical, routine, listless; done
without interest or enthusiasm; performed in an indifferent,
halfhearted, superficial, and often careless way.

True. Literally, a morass is a swamp, marsh, bog; figuratively, a
morass is something that traps, confines, or confuses, a sticky
situation or troublesome state of affairs.

10.True. Sophistry is deceptive reasoning, subtle and misleading

argument.

Keywords 21-30

l.
2.

Antonyms. Prolific means fruitful, fertile, productive.

Synonyms. Mundane means of the world, earthly, material as
distinguished from spiritual.

Synonyms. Myriad means countless, innumerable, infinite,
consisting of a great or indefinite number.

Antonyms. Dissident means disagreeing, disaffected,
dissenting, nonconformist.

Antonyms. Deplorable means wretched, grievous, lamentable,
worthy of severe disapproval. Laudable means praiseworthy,
commendable, worthy of approval or admiration.

Synonyms. Inimitable means unable to be imitated, copied, or
reproduced; matchless, peerless, beyond compare.

Synonyms. Jaded means worn out by overwork or
overindulgence, tired, fatigued, weary, exhausted.

Synonyms. Myopic means not able to see the long-range
picture, having a narrow or circumscribed view, short-sighted.

Antonyms. Unverifiable means unable to be tested or proved
true. Demonstrable means capable of being demonstrated or
proved.

10.Synonyms. Callow means immature, inexperienced,

unsophisticated.

Keywords 31-40

l.

2.

Make do doesn't fit. To acquiesce means to agree without
protest, accept without argument or resistance, give in quietly.

To speak powerfully doesn't fit. Powerful speech is either
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strong, clear, and persuasive, or simply loud. To pontificate
means to speak in a pompous and overbearing way, make
pretentious or categorical statements, express one's opinion as
though it were an official decree.

Unnecessary doesn't fit. Deleterious means harmful,
destructive, injurious, detrimental; especially, harmful to health
or well-being.

Inconsistent doesn't fit. Ambivalent means uncertain,
indecisive, having conflicting feelings or desires, simultaneously
drawn in opposite directions.

Concerned doesn't fit. Pensive means thoughtful, reflective,
especially in a deep, dreamy, or melancholy way.

Unpredictable doesn't fit. Impromptu means made up or done
on the spur of the moment, improvised for the occasion,
spontaneous.

Plan doesn't fit. To conjecture means to make an educated
guess; to suppose, presume; form an opinion or make a
judgment based on insufficient evidence.

Wicked doesn't fit. Surreptitious means stealthy, furtive, shifty,
sly, characterized by secrecy and caution.

Salient doesn't fit. Salient means conspicuous, prominent,
sticking out. Exemplary means worthy of imitation; hence,
praiseworthy, commendable, meritorious.

10.Fantastic doesn't fit. Fantastic means like a fantasy, and

therefore strange, extravagant, or wonderful. Impeccable
means perfect, faultless, flawless, incapable of error or sin.

Keywords 41-50

l.

To attest means to affirm to be true, genuine, or correct; certify
or authenticate officially; stand as proof or evidence of.

A copious supply is a plentiful supply; copious means
abundant, large in amount or number.

A fallacious statement is misleading, false, deceptive, invalid,
based on a fallacy.

A stoic person is unemotional; stoic means showing no
feelings, unaffected by pleasure or pain.

They exchange countercharges. A recrimination is a
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countercharge or counteraccusation.

6. An affinity is a close resemblance or relationship, a strong
likeness, similarity, or connection. Affinity may also mean a
natural attraction to, or liking for, a person or thing.

7. A volatile situation is changeable, unstable, inconstant; volatile
means likely to change or shift rapidly and unpredictably.

8. A squalid environment is dirty and run-down as a result of
poverty or neglect, foul or filthy from lack of care.

9. When you expedite something you speed it up, hasten its
progress, handle or perform it quickly and efficiently.

10.Abject conditions are degraded. Abject means brought low in
condition or status; hence, lacking self-respect, contemptible,
wretched.

Review Test for Level 4

1. Which word means specifically an amateur practitioner of an
art?

(a) tyro
(b) novice
(c) neophyte
(d) dilettante
2. Which word is an antonym of garrulous?
(a) verbose
(b) laconic
(c) loquacious
(d) voluble
3. The combining form auto- means
(a) other
(b) alone
(c) self
(d) only

4. The combining form pan- means
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(a) one

(b) all

(c) over

(d) through

. Which phrase is not redundant?

(a) a daily journal

(b) the nonprofessional laity

(c) a panacea for all ills

(d) all of the above phrases are redundant

. Which is not an accepted meaning of pantheon?
(a) a collection of the best examples of something
(b) all the gods worshiped by a given people

(c) a temple dedicated to all the gods

(d) any group of highly respected or revered persons
. Insipid, vapid, and jejune are synonyms of

(a) abject

(b) myopic

(c) prosaic

(d) deleterious

. Which pair of words is not synonymous?

(a) fraud, fake

(b) humbug, charlatan

(c) imposter, dissident

(d) quack, mountebank

. Mechanical, routine, and listless are synonyms of
(a) jaded

(b) onerous

(c) ambivalent

(d) perfunctory
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10.Which statement does not apply to sophistry?
(a) it is clever
(b) it is confusing
(c) it is plausible
(d) it is deceptive

11.Miss Thistlebottom, the hidebound grammarian, is the creation
of

(a) Theodore M. Bernstein
(b) H. W. Fowler
(c) William Safire
(d) Lewis Carroll
12.What is a lexicographer?
(a) a writing instructor
(b) an author of usage guides
(c) a maker of dictionaries
(d) an expert on word origins
13.Which word is a synonym of mundane?
(a) sublunary
(b) celestial
(c) sublime
(d) ethereal
14.In ancient Greece a myriad was
(a) a temple dedicated to all the gods
(b) a period of fasting followed by a feast
(c) a division of ten thousand soldiers
(d) a marathon
15.Which pair of words is synonymous?
(a) laudable, deplorable

(b) meritorious, ignominious


http://www.processtext.com/abcepub.html

(c) commendable, contemptible

(d) exemplary, estimable

16.Which of the following is least likely to make someone jaded?

(a) abuse
(b) inactivity
(c) overwork
(d) overindulgence
17.Which word is a synonym of latitudinarian?
(a) purblind
(b) obtuse
(c) catholic

(d) myopic

18.Which sentences illustrate proper usage? (This question has

two correct answers.)
(a) This is between you and me.
(b) This is between you and I.
(c) This is for Mary and me.
(d) This is for Mary and I.
19.By derivation, the word pontificate is related to
(a) the Stoic philosophers
(b) the Pope
(c) snake-oil salesmen
(d) the Sophists
20.Which word means expressing opinion as if it were fact?
(a) diurnal
(b) disparaging
(c) dogmatic
(d) demonstrable

21.In ambivalent and ambidextrous, the combining form
means

ambi-
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(a) around
(b) through
(c) other
(d) both
22.To speculate, surmise, and conjecture all mean
(a) to risk
(b) to guess
(c) to examine
(d) to take for granted
23.Which word is an antonym of surreptitious?
(a) manifest
(b) furtive
(c) clandestine
(d) covert
24.Which is the proper pronunciation of heinous?
(a) HEE-nis
(b) HAY-nis
(c) HEE-nee-us
(d) HAY-nee-us
25.Which word is an antonym of impeccable?
(a) perfunctory
(b) extemporaneous
(c) culpable
(d) jaded
26.Which word means a small sin, minor fault or flaw?
(a) stigma
(b) idiosyncrasy
(c) macula

(d) peccadillo
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27.Which word means a lull, hiatus?
(a) jade
(b) respite
(c) abjection
(d) acquiescence

28.In preferable, formidable, comparable, and applicable, where
does the stress properly fall?

(a) on the first syllable
(b) on the second syllable
29.The question “What are you inferring?” means
(a) What are you deducing or concluding?
(b) What are you suggesting or indicating indirectly?
(c) What are you explaining or defining?
(d) What precisely are you saying?

30.“Amanda was to improve her verbal skills.” In careful
usage, which word properly should fill the blank in that
sentence?

(a) anxious
(b) eager
31.By derivation, a cornucopia is
(a) an official decree
(b) a horn of plenty
(c) a worker of miracles
(d) an artistic masterpiece
32.Which word is an antonym of stoic?
(a) apathetic
(b) astute
(c) ardent
(d) ambivalent

33.Which pair of words are synonyms?
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(a) immutable, erratic
(b) protean, mercurial
(c) capricious, invariable
(d) flighty, quiescent
34.Unsullied, immaculate, and pristine are antonyms of
(a) onerous
(b) impeccable
(c) volatile
(d) squalid

35.Conjecture and abject both come from the Latin verb jacere,
which means

(a) to accept
(b) to judge
(c) to throw

(d) to make a mistake

Answers
D'GE PYE Q'EE D'ZE Q'IE Q0L B'6Z B2 O /2 P92 O°CF
Q%2 B'E2 922 P'IE 202 Q6L D+B'8L 2741 Q9L P'SL 2%l
BELOELBLL Q0L PREOBOLBORPGSAYY IR QE P
Evaluation

A score of 30-35 is excellent. If you answered fewer than thirty questions
correctly in this test, review the entire level and take the test again.
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Level 5

Welcome to Level 5 of Verbal Advantage. If you've been reviewing the
material diligently, by now | imagine you are comfortable with many of the
words you've learned, and you probably have also noticed a marked
improvement in your verbal awareness.

But guess what? We're not even halfway through the program vyet.
There's plenty of useful information and there are a lot more challenging
words to come—so keep reading and reviewing and you will soon enjoy an
even greater Verbal Advantage.

Becoming a Cultivated Speaker

Let's begin this level with a brief overview of the subject of pronunciation.
My aim in broaching this topic is twofold: to make you more aware of the
importance of good pronunciation and to help you become a more careful,
conscientious speaker.

Is there a right way and a wrong way to pronounce a word? Do words
sometimes have more than one correct pronunciation? If so, are certain
pronunciations better—or more correct—than others?

The answer to these questions, in my opinion, is yes. Just as there are
good and bad ways to use words, there are right and wrong ways to
pronounce them. In some cases there is even a good, better, and best
way, along with bad, worse, and worst.

Many linguists and lexicographers (dictionary editors) would disagree with
me. Being descriptive rather than prescriptive in their approach, they do not
believe we should make value judgments about meaning, usage, or
pronunciation. The truth, however, is that they often do. Many times a
certain pronunciation will not be listed in a dictionary, or it will appear with a
cautionary label such as “nonstandard” or “substandard.” Clearly, that
constitutes a value judgment. It implies, “We don't recognize this
pronunciation as legitimate, prevalent, or proper in educated speech.”

Dictionary editors don't like to admit that they make these sorts of
judgment calls, perhaps because they're afraid of being labeled
“‘undemocratic” or “snobbish.” But when it comes to pronunciation, | don't
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think people want to be told that anything goes. Most of us are well aware
that in many situations people will judge us by the way we speak, and for
that reason most of us want to say it right.

Therefore, when people consult a dictionary they expect to find what is
considered acceptable and correct, and they appreciate whatever reliable
advice they can get. This awareness of the importance of using standard
pronunciation is the first step in becoming what is often called a “cultivated
speaker,” someone who cares enough about speaking well to invest some
time and energy in learning how to pronounce words properly.

One meaning of the verb to cultivate is to devote special attention to with
the aim of improving, and the adjective cultivated means refined by study
and training, marked by skill and taste. Cultivated speakers are those who
have arrived at their pronunciation not by imitation or guesswork but by
study and practice. Cultivated speech means the manner in which such
conscientious speakers concur on how words should be pronounced, and
how that agreement is represented in the dictionaries.

The first goal of Verbal Advantage is to add more words to your
vocabulary; the second is to teach you how to use them properly and
precisely; and the third is to set you on the path to becoming a cultivated
speaker of the language. This last goal is just as important as the others,
especially if you do any public speaking or conduct a good deal of your
business orally.

It's fine to know lots of words and how to use them, but you must also be
able to pronounce them properly if you wish to avoid sounding eccentric, or
even worse, foolish. People will understand you, but they will not consider
you a careful speaker if you say...

0 HYTH instead of HYT (rhymes with kite) for height
o WAHRSH instead of WAHSH (with no r sound) for wash

0 mis-CHEE-vee-us instead of MIS-chi-vus for mischievous (the
word has three syllables, not four, and the stress is on mis-)

0 AK-ur-it instead of AK-yur-it for accurate

0 DROWN-did instead of DROWND for drowned

1 eye-DEER instead of eye-DEE-uh for idea

o i-REV-uh-lint instead of i-REL-uh-vint for irrelevant
1 JOO-luh-ree instead of JOO-wuul-ree for jewelry
o thee-AY-tur instead of THEE-uh-tur for theater
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7 NOO-kyuh-lur instead of N(Y)OO-klee-ur for nuclear

In each case above, the first pronunciation is a sign of a careless
speaker.

| should also point out that of the three goals of this program, good
pronunciation is the easiest to achieve. It may take a while to learn the
precise meaning and proper use of a given word, but you can memorize
and master its pronunciation in a minute. In fact, knowing how to pronounce
a word can sometimes help you remember its meaning. But the most
challenging task isn't learning how to pronounce unfamiliar words. The real
work begins with learning to avoid mispronouncing words you already know.

The advice on pronunciation | have included throughout Verbal
Advantage will help. When you have finished this program, however, you
will have to commit yourself to improving your pronunciation on your own.
To prepare yourself for that, you need to do three things:

1. Start paying closer attention to how other people speak.

2. Make sure to check the pronunciation of every word you look up
in the dictionary.

3. Learn how to interpret diacritical marks—the symbols
dictionaries use to indicate pronunciation.

First, pay attention to every word you read in this program. When you see
an unfamiliar word, note the transcription of the pronunciation | give for it
and try saying the word to yourself several times. Then the next time you
have a dictionary handy, look up the word and read the pronunciation, the
definition, and the etymology (ET-uh-MAHL-uh-jee, a word you met in Level
2), the part of the entry that covers the origin of the word.

As you train your ear to pay closer attention to pronunciation, bear in mind
that accent is a natural part of cultivated speech. In a large, diverse country
like the United States, people from different regions are bound to
pronounce certain words a bit differently. Some people make the mistake
of assuming that a different accent constitutes mispronunciation. There is
indeed a general American standard for pronunciation, but in most cases it
takes into account our regional differences.

For example, although | have lived in southern California for almost twenty
years, | was born and raised in New York City and | have also lived in New
England. Because | spent my formative years in the East, my accent is, for
the most part, an eastern one.

Depending on where you're from, you may pronounce the adjective
merry, the verb to marry, and the name Mary all in the same way: MAIR-ee
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(rhymes with hairy). Because of my Eastern background, | employ three
distinct pronunciations: for merry | say MER-ee (e as in met); for marry |
say MAR-ee (a as in mat), and for Mary | say MAIR-ee (rhyming with dairy).
The point is, these are differences in accent, not mispronunciations; both
ways of pronouncing these words are acceptable in cultivated speech.

The second thing you need to do to become a cultivated speaker is to
pay close attention to the way words are pronounced by the people around
you and by people on the airwaves. When you listen to the radio or watch
television, take note of people's pronunciation, and if something strikes you
as different or unusual, jot it down and look it up later. If you hear a friend or
coworker use an unfamiliar pronunciation, take the time to check and see if
it's in a dictionary.

It's best if you can check the word in more than one dictionary so you can
compare their opinions on pronunciation. Dictionaries don't differ much in
their treatment of definition, but they can vary considerably in how they
record pronunciation.

By doing this, not only will you learn the right way to pronounce the words
you add to your vocabulary, you will also ameliorate your pronunciation of
the words you already know.

To sum up: If you wish to become a better speaker, you must listen
critically to the way you and others speak, and you must check your
pronunciation in the dictionary—not just the pronunciation of the new words
you learn but also of the words you know and think you are pronouncing
correctly.

Having made that effort myself, | can tell you it's a sobering moment
when you discover you've been mispronouncing a familiar word for years.
On the other hand, there's a profound satisfaction in knowing that you've
uncovered an error and corrected it.

Finally, there are two bad habits you must eschew at all costs. (Eschew—
a word you met briefly in Level 2 and that you will meet again as keyword 47
of this level—means to avoid, abstain from, shun. It is not pronounced
e-SHOO, as a growing number of educated adults today mistakenly
believe. The traditional and proper pronunciation is es-CHEW, like the letter
s plus the word chew.)

First, don't invent your own pronunciations. When you come across a new
word, don't guess how it's pronounced; that's like reading around an
unfamiliar word and guessing what it means. (That's also probably how
people started putting an erroneous shoe in eschew.)

Second, don't blindly imitate other people's pronunciation. “Monkey-hear,
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monkey-say” is a risky game.

But don't just take my word for it. Take it from the nineteenth-century
American lexicographer Noah Webster, whose name appears prominently
on the covers of so many of our dictionaries. In his Dissertations on the
English Language, Webster wrote that people tend to model their speech
after those “whose abilities and character entitle [their] opinions to respect,
but whose pronunciation may be altogether accidental or capricious.” (By
the way, capricious is properly pronounced kuh-PRISH-us, not, as you
frequently hear, kuh-PREE-shus. The second syllable should rhyme with
wish, not we.)

Mimicking the pronunciation of people you admire may be the natural
thing to do, but more often than not it will lead you into error. Then you will
mislead someone else, and that person will mislead someone else, until
half the country is saying it wrong and dictionary editors eventually list it as
standard.

The point is, just because a person is intelligent or accomplished doesn't
mean he or she is also a cultivated speaker. Let me share an anecdote with
you that illustrates what | mean.

Not long ago a fan of my Big Book of Beastly Mispronunciations called
me to relate a disturbing story. She said she was in her last year of medical
school, and recently one of her professors had ridiculed her in front of the
entire class for her pronunciation of a certain medical term. | had
researched the word and written about it, concluding that her pronunciation
was correct and the professor's was wrong. The professor may be an
authority on medicine, but that doesn't make him an expert on
pronunciation. Moreover, it's horrifying to think that he abused his authority
by going out of his way to humiliate someone who, as it turned out, knew
more about what she was saying than he did.

The lesson here is, don't take your own or anyone else's pronunciation for
granted. When in doubt, go to the dictionary.

Understanding Diacritical Marks

The last thing you need to do to become a more cultivated speaker is learn
how to interpret the diacritical marks or symbols that dictionaries use to
show pronunciation. (The word diacritical means “serving to distinguish.”)

Unfortunately, most people are baffled by diacritical marks, and because
they are baffled they simply give up and ignore the whole question of
pronunciation altogether—which, as you can imagine, puts them at a distinct
verbal disadvantage.

The truth is that learning to interpret diacritical marks is much easier than
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learning to read music or use a word-processing program. In fact, if you
can balance your checkbook and operate a VCR, then with a minimum of
effort you can familiarize yourself with diacritical marks. Knowing how to
decipher these symbols will help you become a better speaker, so let me
wind up this discussion by teaching you some of the most common ones.

Most people recognize the macron and the breve.

The macron (MAY-krahn or MAY-krun) is a horizontal line or dash placed
over a vowel: g, &, T, 0, U. The macron represents the “long” sound of the
vowel: a as in date and fate; € as in even and meter; T as in ice and night; 0
as in over and total; and G as in music and cute.

The breve (BREEV, rhymes with /leave) is a small curved mark, like a tiny
smile, placed over a vowel to represent the “short” sound of the vowel: a as
in cat and hat; zas in pet and let; ias in hit and sit; sas in hot and not; and U
as in up and butter.

The diacritical mark people seem to have the most trouble with is the
schwa (SHWAH). The schwa looks like a small letter e turned on its head—
in other words, printed upside-down and backwards: 5. The schwa is a
versatile symbol used to indicate an unstressed vowel sound that is neither
long nor short but lightened or obscure. For example, to represent the
sound of a in ago, e in item, i in sanity, o in comply, and u in focus,
dictionary editors use a schwa (=-g0, T-tsm, san-s-t€, kam-plT, f0-kss).

The last two symbols you should know are the dieresis and the
circumflex.

A dieresis (dy-ER-i-sis) is two dots printed over a vowel; it is also called
an umlaut (UUM-lowt). The dieresis most often is used over an a to
indicate an open or broad vowel sound, as in car (car) and father (fa-th ur);
it may also appear over a u to represent an OO sound, as in flute (flut) or
roof (ruf).

The circumflex (SUR-kum-fleks) looks like the tip of a tiny arrow, or like
an equilateral triangle with the horizontal bottom line removed: . More
precisely, it's a small caret (pronounced like carrot), a mark used in
copyediting to indicate that something needs to be inserted.

The circumflex sits on top of a vowel like a little hood. Depending on the
dictionary you use, it may appear over the vowels 3, i, 6, or U when they are
followed by the letter r to indicate that the sound of the vowel blends into
the r.

For example, ar is pronounced like air, as in care (kar); ir is pronounced
like ear, as in dear (dir) and pier (pir); 6r is pronounced like or, as in store
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(stér) and door (dér); and Ur is pronounced like ur in fur or ir in fir (fUr).

And now for an extremely important piece of advice: Whenever you
check a pronunciation in a dictionary, remember to look for the accent mark
(or marks) and note where the primary stress falls. Many mispronunciations
occur because people stress the wrong syllable. As my mother was fond of
saying when she corrected my pronunciation, “Don't put your accent on the
wrong syl-LAH-ble.”

Many speakers mistakenly say adMIRable, forMIDable, and
comPAIRable when the words admirable, formidable, and comparable
are properly pronounced ADmirable, FORmidable, and COMparable.
These mispronunciations could be corrected easily by consulting a
dictionary.

There are dozens more mispronunciations in which the error is simply a
matter of misplaced stress. For example, impotent (properly IM-puh-tint) is
often mispronounced im-POH-tint; disparate (properly DIS-puh-rit) is often
mispronounced dis-PAR-it; gondola (properly GAHN-duh-luh) is often
mispronounced gahn-DOH-luh; superfluous (properly soo-PUR-floo-us,
stress on -per-) is often mispronounced SOO-pur-FLOO-us, with primary
stress on -flu-) and influence (properly IN-floo-ints) is often mispronounced
in-FLOO-ints.

You must become keenly aware of where the stress falls in a word, for it
seems that almost every day some new error of this type crops up and
gains currency. In recent years | have heard numerous broadcasters
pronounce mayoral and electoral with second- and third-syllable stress,
respectively. The traditional and proper pronunciations are MAY-ur-ul, with
first-syllable stress, and i-LEK-tur-ul, with second-syllable stress. If you
make sure to note which syllable receives the primary stress every time you
look up a word, you won't be misled by these or any other eccentric or
erroneous pronunciations you may hear.

Finally, spend some time studying your dictionary's pronunciation key.
Though most dictionaries use the symbols | have just discussed, there are
always variations, and each key is individual. Read the section on
pronunciation in the guide to your dictionary, which is part of the front matter
—the material preceding the vocabulary. When you think you have a basic
understanding of the key, turn to any page in the dictionary, find a word you
don't know, and try to pronounce it. Do the symbols make sense right away,
or do you have to refer to the key for help?

If your dictionary doesn't have a condensed pronunciation key printed at
the bottom of each or every other page (a very helpful feature), | suggest
that you either affix a Post-it note or “sticky” on the page in the dictionary's


http://www.processtext.com/abcepub.html

guide that contains the key or make a photocopy of the key and paste it to
the inside cover of the dictionary. That way you'll easily be able to refer to
the pronunciation key whenever you look up a word.

Now that you know what to do to become a more conscientious speaker
of the language, it's time to give you some more words you can use to
embellish your cultivated speech. So, without further ado, here are the first
ten keywords of Level 5.

Word 1: vorusie (VAHL-yuh-bul)

Talkative, talking much and easily, characterized by a great and continuous
flow of words.

Synonyms of voluble include long-winded, glib (word 8 of Level 3),
garrulous (GAR-uh-lus), loquacious (loh-KWAY-shus), verbose (word 30
of Level 2), and effusive (e-FYOO-siv).

Antonyms include reticent, terse (word 3 of Level 3), laconic (word 18 of
Level 3), and taciturn (TAS-i-turn).

Voluble refers to a person who talks freely and easily, and usually at
great length. It may also mean characterized by a great and continuous flow
of words; in this sense either speech or writing may be voluble.

Word 2: commserate (kuh-MIZ-uh-rayt)

To sympathize, feel or express sympathy, show sorrow or pity for.

A somewhat unusual synonym of commiserate is the verb to condole
(kun-DOHL), which means to grieve in sympathy, express condolence.

To commiserate comes from a Latin verb meaning to pity, and by
derivation commiserate means to share someone else's misery.
Commiserate is often followed by with: “When Sally lost her job, her
coworkers commiserated with her.”

Word 3: piemma (di-LEM-uh)

A predicament. In general, any difficult problem or unpleasant situation;
specifically, a predicament in which one must choose between equally
undesirable alternatives.

As | mentioned in my discussion of quandary (keyword 27 of Level 3),
dilemma is often used today of any difficult problem or troublesome
situation, but many good writers and speakers object to that as loose
usage.

Dilemma comes from the Greek di-, meaning two, and lemma, a
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proposition, and by derivation means a choice between two propositions.
Strictly speaking, dilemma should be used only of situations in which one
faces a choice between equally undesirable alternatives: Elected officials
often face the dilemma of either voting for what their constituents want and
going against their conscience, or voting their conscience and losing the
support of their constituents.

Quandary (KWAHN-duh-ree), quagmire (KWAG-myr, rhymes with bag
liar), and dilemma all refer to complicated and perplexing situations from
which it is hard to disentangle oneself.

Quandary emphasizes confusion and uncertainty; someone in a
quandary has no idea what to do to get out of it.

Quagmire emphasizes hopelessness and impossibility. Literally, a
quagmire is a bog, a tract of soft, wet ground. When used in a figurative
sense, quagmire refers to an inextricable difficulty. Someone in a quagmire
feels hopelessly stuck and unable to get out.

By derivation, a dilemma is a choice between two equally undesirable,
unfavorable, or disagreeable propositions. Hamlet's famous dilemma was
“to be or not to be.”

Colloquial or informal expressions for the state of being in a dilemma
include “in a fix,” “in a pickle,” “between a rock and a hard place,” and
“between the devil and the deep blue sea.”

Word 4: transiTory (TRAN-si-TOR-ee or TRAN-zi-TOR-ee)

Passing, temporary, fleeting, not permanent or enduring.

The words transitory, transient, ephemeral, and evanescent all mean
passing, temporary.

Evanescent (EV-uh-NES-int) comes from the Latin verb evanescere, to
vanish, disappear, and refers to something that appears briefly and then
fades quickly away: evanescent memories, evanescent joy.

Ephemeral (e-FEM-uh-rul) means literally lasting only a day, but in a
broad sense it refers to anything conspicuously short-lived: Our precious
youth is ephemeral—Iasting, it would seem, but a day. (Did you remember
that short-lived is properly pronounced so that -lived rhymes with strived?)

Transient (TRAN-shint, not TRAN-zee-int) refers to anything that lasts or
stays only for a short while: a transient occupant, a transient event.

Transient and our keyword transitory both come from the Latin transire,
to go or pass over, the source also of the familiar words transit and
transition. Transitory refers to something that by nature must pass or come
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to an end: Life is transitory, and sometimes so is love.

Word 5: priLanthroric (FIL-un-THRAHP-ik)

Charitable, benevolent, humane; motivated by or done out of a desire to
help or improve the welfare of others.

The corresponding noun philanthropy means a desire to help others,
especially through charitable giving.

Philanthropy and philanthropic both come from the Greek philein, to
love, and anthropos, man. Philanthropy means literally “love of mankind”;
the adjective philanthropic means literally “loving mankind.”

You can see the Greek philein, to love, in such words as philosophy,
literally love of wisdom; and philharmonic, literally loving or devoted to
music. You can see the Greek anthropos, man, in anthropology, the study
of mankind, of human customs, habits, and traditions; and
anthropomorphic (AN-throh-puh-MOR-fik), shaped like or resembling a
man or human being.

The words philanthropic, humanitarian, altruistic (AL-troo-IST-ik), and
charitable all mean helping others. Charitable refers specifically to giving
money to help others. Alfruistic suggests unselfish giving. Humanitarian
applies to persons or organizations devoted to reducing the pain and
suffering of others. Philanthropic literally means motivated by a desire to
help others; today the word is used chiefly of persons or organizations that
make large charitable gifts, fund endowments, or finance humanitarian or
cultural institutions.

Word 6: emiarey (LETH-ur-jee)

Lack of energy, sluggishness, dullness, apathy, stupor; an abnormally dull,
drowsy, inactive condition or state of mind.

The corresponding adjective is lethargic, which means sluggish, drowsy,
dull, apathetic: “Dan always felt lethargic after a big business lunch”;
“Whenever we visit the zoo, the bears and the lions seem lethargic’;
“Weeks after getting over the flu, Emily still felt lethargic.”

According to the third edition of The American Heritage Dictionary
(1992), lethargy “may be caused by factors such as illness, fatigue, or
overwork, but it manifests itself in drowsy dullness or apathy.”

Apathy (AP-uh-thee) and lethargy are close in meaning. Apathy
suggests an indifferent state of mind, a thorough lack of emotion or
concern: “Analysts predict that voter apathy will result in a low turnout for the
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election.” Lethargy is a prolonged state of dullness, inactivity, or lack of
energy, a sluggish condition either of body or of mind: “The Renaissance
roused Europe from the intellectual lethargy of the Middle Ages”; “As every
college professor knows, nothing can penetrate or cure the lethargy of the

college student who has partied too hard the night before.”

More difficult synonyms of Jethargy include torpor (TOR-pur),
somnolence (SAHM-nuh-lints), /assitude (LAS-i-t(y)ood), languor
(LANG-gur), and stupefaction (ST(Y)OO-puh-FAK-shin).

Word 7: exonerate (€g-ZAHN-ur-ayt)

To free from blame, free from a charge or the imputation of guilt, declare
blameless or innocent.

Synonyms of exonerate include acquit, absolve, and exculpate
(ek-SKUHL-payt or EK-skul-payt).

Exculpate comes from the Latin ex-, meaning “out,” and culpa, blame,
and means literally to free from blame. The word onerous (AHN-ur-us, like
honor us, not OH-nur-us) means burdensome, and the corresponding noun
an onus (OH-nus) means a burden. Exonerate combines the Latin ex-, out,
with onus, a burden, to mean removing a burden—in modern usage,
removing the burden of guilt.

Word 8: ruenacious (puhg-NAY-shus)

Given to fighting, combative (kum-BAT-iv), quarrelsome, ready and willing
to fight.

Challenging synonyms of pugnacious include contentious
(kun-TEN-shus), belligerent (buh-LIJ-ur-int), and bellicose (BEL-i-kohs).
Antonyms include peaceable, clement (KLEM-int, word 43 of Level 2), and
amicable (AM-i-kuh-bul).

Pugnacious comes from the Latin pugnare, to box, fight with the fists,
and still has the connotation of someone ready to put up his dukes. From
the same Latin pugnare, to fight, we inherit the word pugilist (PYOO-ji-list),
a boxer, someone who fights with his fists.

Word 9: contrimon (kun-TRISH-in)

Remorse, penitence, repentance, deep and devastating sorrow for one's
sins or for something one has done wrong.

Penitence is sorrow for having sinned or done wrong; it is often
temporary. The penitent person may say “I'm sorry” today and sin again
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tomorrow.

Remorse is deep sorrow. The remorseful person is tortured by a sense
of guilt, and wishes he could erase what he has done.

Contrition is even more intense than remorse. It comes from a Latin verb
meaning to crush, and by derivation means a crushing sense of guilt
accompanied by a sincere, earnest desire to repent, make amends, and
change for the better.

Contrition is the noun; the corresponding adjective is contrite (kun-TRYT,
rhymes with a light), remorseful, penitent, full of guilt, regret, and sorrow for
one's sins or offenses: “When Larry's wife found out about his mistress
and his sleazy real estate deals and threatened to leave him, Larry was
contrite and swore he’d mend his ways.”

Word 10: asrocate (AB-ruh-gayt)

To abolish by legal or authoritative action or decree.

Synonyms of abrogate include cancel, revoke, repeal, annul, nullify,
and rescind (ri-SIND, word 31 of Level 3).

To abolish means to do away with: to abolish slavery, abolish cruel and
unusual punishment.

Rescind, revoke, and repeal all suggest a formal withdrawal. Rescind
means literally to cut off: you rescind an order. Revoke means literally to
call back: you revoke a contract. To repeal means literally to call back on
appeal, and applies to something canceled that formerly was approved: we
repeal a law or an amendment.

To annul (uh-NUHL) and to abrogate mean to cancel or make void. A
marriage may be annulled. Rights and privileges are abrogated, abolished
by authoritative action or decree.

OO ©

Let's review the ten keywords you've just learned. Consider the following
questions and decide whether the correct answer is yes or no. Answers
appear on page 209.

1. Would a voluble person also be reticent?
2. Can you commiserate with someone who is unhappy?

3. If you are faced with choosing between the lesser of two evils,
are you in a dilemma?
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4. Could the blooming of springtime flowers be described as
transitory?

5. Is making money the goal of a philanthropic institution?
6. Does lethargy mean a state of excitement or agitation?

7. When a jury pronounces someone quilty, is the person
exonerated?

8. Is a pugnacious person likely to pick a fight with you?
9. Is contrition a state of quiet contemplation?

10.Can your house and property be abrogated?
& @

Here are the next ten keywords in Level 5:

Word 11: orricious (Uh-FISH-us; do not say oh-FISH-us)

Pronounce the initial o of officious like the a in ago.

Meddlesome, nosy, intrusive, interfering, prying; specifically, offering
unwanted advice or unnecessary services, especially in a high-handed,
overbearing way.

The officious person butts in and tries to tell others what to do, or offers
help that others do not need. The officious person is a meddler, a
busybody: “Lucy was sick and tired of her officious supervisor, who would
constantly peer over her shoulder and in a single breath tell her what to do,
offer to help her do it, and then upbraid her for not doing it right away.” (Do
you know the precise meaning of upbraid? If you have the slightest doubt,
look it up now.)

A more difficult and unusual word for this type of unpleasant person is
quidnunc (KWID-nuhngk, second syllable rhyming with skunk). Quidnunc
comes directly from Latin and means literally “What now?” The quidnunc
always wants to know what's going on, the busybody is always sticking his
or her nose into your business, and the officious person is always trying to
manage your affairs.

Word 12: wrractasie (in-TRAK-tuh-bul)

Hard to manage or control, stubborn, unruly.

Antonyms of intractable include obedient, compliant (kum-PLY-int),
malleable (MAL-ee-uh-bul), docile (DAHS-’l), and tractable.
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The antonyms tractable and intractable come from the Latin fractare, to
drag around, haul, and also to manage, control. The familiar words traction
and tractor come from the same source.

Both tractable and intractable are used chiefly of persons rather than
things: Tractable means obedient, compliant, easily managed; intractable
means stubborn, unruly, hard to manage or control.

Word 13: actruism (AL-troo-iz-'m)

Selflessness, unselfish concern for the welfare of others.

In the philosophy of ethics, altruism refers to the doctrine that promoting
the welfare of society is the proper and moral goal of the individual. In this
sense, altruism is opposed to egoism (EE-goh-iz-'m), self-centeredness,
specifically the doctrine that self-interest is the proper goal of the individual,
that the only sensible thing to do in life is look out for number one.

Egoism is distinguished from egotism (EE-guh-tiz-'m), both in spelling
and meaning. Egotism is extreme self-involvement, excessive reference to
oneself in speech or writing; the egotist (EE-guh-tist) cannot stop talking
about himself. Egoism implies self-centeredness, concern for oneself; the
egoist (EE-goh-ist) cares only about his own needs, concerns, and goals.
Egoism is unpleasant but less intense and disagreeable than egotism.

On the opposite end of the spectrum is altruism. The altruist is selfless,
highly moral, and puts the needs of others and of society first. Altruism is
unselfish concern for others.

Word 14: accoraoe (ak-uh-LAYD or AK-uh-layd)

An award; sign of respect or esteem; expression of praise; mark of
acknowledgment; anything done or given as a token of appreciation or
approval: “At the ceremony she received an accolade from the president

for her work™; “He was showered with accolades after the success of his
project.”

Here's an interesting word story for you: Accolade comes through French
and ltalian from the Latin accollare, to embrace, which comes in turn from
ad-, meaning “to,” and collum, the neck, the source of the word collar.

Originally, an accolade was an embrace, specifically the ritual embrace
used in conferring knighthood. At one time this consisted of a ceremonial
kiss and a light blow on each shoulder with the flat side of a sword. Later
the embrace was dropped and the ceremony was limited to the tap on each
side of the collar with a sword. From this ritual the word accolade has come
to mean any special recognition of merit, achievement, or distinction.
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My preferred pronunciation for accolade is ak-uh-LAYD (last syllable like
laid), but there are no fewer than three other established, acceptable
pronunciations: AK-uh-layd, with the stress on the first syllable;
ak-uh-LAHD, final syllable rhyming with rod; and AK-uh-lahd, stress on the
first syllable.

Word 15: vernacuiar (Vur-NAK-yuh-lur)

The native language of a people, especially, the common, everyday
language of ordinary people as opposed to the literary or cultured
language.

The noun vernacular may refer to a native language as opposed to a
foreign one, and the adjective vernacular may mean native as opposed to
foreign, as: English is my vernacular tongue. More often, though,
vernacular is used of the common, everyday language of ordinary people.
A vernacular expression is a popular expression, one used by ordinary folk.
Vernacular literature is either popular literature or literature written in
everyday as opposed to formal language. The phrase “in the vernacular”
means in ordinary and unpretentious language.

“I'm not going to do it” is formal language. “I ain't gonna do it” is in the
vernacular. “He doesn't wish to speak with anyone” is formal language. “He
don't wanna talk to nobody” is vernacular.

These examples of vernacular English are considered ungrammatical
and substandard, and | want to be careful not to give you the impression
that bad English is the only form of vernacular English. The vernacular
comprises all language that is common and informal, any word or
expression that ordinary people use—whether it is considered bad or good,
acceptable or improper.

In Modern English Usage, H. W. Fowler describes the vernacular as “the
words that have been familiar to us for as long as we can remember, the
homely part of the language, in contrast with the terms that we have
consciously acquired.”

Calling someone a “sharp cookie” is the vernacular way of calling
someone intelligent, perceptive, judicious (joo-DISH-us, the next keyword
in this level), or sagacious (suh-GAY-shus, word 6 in Level 8). Saying
someone is a “phony” is the vernacular way of saying someone is a sham,
an imposter, or a charlatan (SHAHR-luh-tin, word 17 of Level 4). The
vernacular of the East differs from the vernacular of the West, and often
residents of different parts of the same state or city have their own
vernacular—common, informal, everyday language.
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Word 16: supicious (joo-DISH-us)

Wise and careful, having or showing sound judgment.

Synonyms of judicious include sensible, levelheaded, prudent (word 47
of Level 1), and discreet. Antonyms include thoughtless, foolhardy,
impetuous (im-PECH-o00-us), and temerarious (TEM-uh-RAIR-ee-us).

Judicious comes through the Latin judicium, judgment, from judex, a
judge. Judex and the Latin verb judicare, to judge, pass judgment, are also
the source of the English words judge, judgment, judicial, pertaining to a
judge or to a judgment, and judiciary (joo-DISH-ee-ER-ee), judges
collectively or the judicial branch of government.

As long as we're passing judgment on all these words, here's a spelling
tip: Everyone knows the word judge has an e at the end, but many
Americans don't seem to realize that there is no e in the middle of the word
judgment. The British (and many Canadians who follow British usage)
prefer to retain this medial e and spell the word judgement. The preferred
American spelling, however, is judgment.

Our keyword, judicious, means having or showing sound judgment. A
judicious decision is a wise and careful decision. A judicious course of
action is a sensible, levelheaded, prudent course of action.

Word 17: curysaus (KRIS-uh-lis)

The pupa of a butterfly; the stage in the development of the insect between
the larval and adult stages, during which the insect is enclosed in a case or
cocoon.

Chrysalis is now also used in a figurative sense to mean a sheltered and
undeveloped state or stage of being: “Promising young artists and writers
have always had to break out of their creative chrysalis to achieve the
recognition they deserve”; “After four years at college she emerged from
her chrysalis in the ivory tower into the wide-open world, fully mature and

ready to accomplish great things.”

In this general sense, chrysalis is a useful word that can add a nice touch
of style to your expression. Be careful, however, to use it precisely. The
danger lies in confusing chrysalis with the words transformation and
metamorphosis (MET-uh-MORF-uh-sis).

Listen to this sentence, which was written by a theater critic about a
performance of George Bernard (BUR-nurd) Shaw's Pygmalion: “Dirickson
is convincing and eminently likable as Eliza, deftly handling the chrysalis
from street urchin to lady while, along the way, growing in confidence and
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independence.”

You cannot “handle” a sheltered and undeveloped state “from” one thing
to another. What the critic meant to describe was a change that resembled
the transformation a butterfly undergoes from its larval (LAHR-vul) stage,
when it is but a caterpillar, through its chrysalis, its stage of development in
the shelter of the cocoon, and then to fully formed adulthood. The proper
word for that transformation is metamorphosis. Chrysalis means a
sheltered state or undeveloped stage of being.

Word 18: centeeL (jen-TEEL)

Refined, polite, well-bred, sophisticated, elegantly stylish or fashionable,
pertaining or belonging to high society.

Genteel came into English in the early seventeenth century from the
French gentil, which at the time meant noble, polite, graceful. Originally
genteel meant possessing the qualities of those of high birth and good
breeding. That definition is still listed in current dictionaries, but today
genteel usually suggests an excessive or affected refinement, and the
word is often applied to someone or something that is trying to appear
socially or intellectually superior.

Word 19: JoviaL (JOH-vee-ul)

Merry, full of good humor, hearty and fun-loving, jolly, convivial
(kun-VIV-ee-ul).

The exclamation “by Jove!” means literally “by Jupiter,” the name of the
chief deity (properly pronounced DEE-i-tee, not DAY-i-tee) in Roman
mythology, called Zeus by the ancient Greeks. From Jove, who was
renowned for his love of feasting and merriment, we inherit the word jovial,
literally like Jove, merry, good-humored, convivial.

Word 20: susterruce (SUHB-tur-fyooj)

A deception, trick, underhanded scheme.

Synonyms of subterfuge include stratagem, artifice (AHRT-i-fis), and
ruse (properly pronounced ROOZ to rhyme with news, not ROOS to rhyme
with loose).

By derivation subterfuge means to flee secretly, escape. In modern
usage the word applies to any secret or illicit plan or activity designed to
conceal a motive, escape blame, or avoid something unpleasant: “Mystery
and spy novels abound with myriad examples of the art of subterfuge.”

Don't soften the g in this word and say SUHB-tur-fyoozh. The final
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syllable, -fuge, should rhyme with huge.
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Let's review the ten keywords you've just learned. Consider the following
statements and decide whether each one is true or false. Answers appear
on page 209.

1. An officious person is industrious and reliable.
2. It's hard to get an intractable person to do what you want.

3. If more people were motivated by altruism, the world would be a
better place.

4. Winning an outstanding service award or being selected as
employee of the month would be an accolade.

5. “Expressed in the vernacular” means expressed in polite,
formal language.

Driving under the influence of alcohol is a judicious act.
When something emerges from a chrysalis, it is transformed.

Genteel conversation is lively and good-natured.

A e R S

A jovial person is haughty and domineering.

10.1f you discover that a coworker has been doing nasty, sneaky
things behind your back to make you look bad, then you are a
victim of subterfuge.

Did you remember to keep track of your score? Don't read ahead in the
program until you have answered at least eight of the preceding questions
correctly.
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It's time now for a word to the wise on English plurals—specifically, the
formation of English plurals for words derived from Latin and Greek. Is the
plural of octopus “octopi” or “octopuses”? Should you say “the media is” or
“the media are”? Is the word bacteria singular or plural?

The answers are not always simple and clear, and for those who have
had no instruction in classical languages—in other words, for most of us—
intuition is often the only guide. Here, then, is some advice to direct you
through this pluralistic maze.

Words that end in -is in the singular change to -es in the plural: basis
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becomes bases; thesis becomes theses; crisis becomes crises; and
neurosis becomes neuroses. In each instance, the second syllable of the
plural form is pronounced -eez (like the word ease). Take care not to say
“this crises” (KRY-seez) when you mean “this crisis” (KRY-sis).

Another word of caution here: Don't get confused and apply this rule to
the plural noun processes, for which the mispronunciation “process-eez” is
now often heard. Process is of Latin origin and not analogous
(uh-NAL-uh-gus, word 48 of Level 2) to words of Greek origin that end in -is
. Furthermore, most dictionaries do not recognize the pronunciation
“processeez,” and no pronunciation authority with a reputation to lose would
countenance this faddish affectation. Pronounce the singular process as
PRAH-ses (the pronunciation PROH-ses is British) and the plural
processes as PRAH-ses-iz.

The plurals of a number of English words that come from Latin end with
the letter a: media and bacteria are common examples. The phrase “a
deadly bacteria” is wrong because bacteria is the plural of bacterium. It
should be “a deadly bacterium.” Likewise with media. The media are plural,
so don't say “the media is.” TV is one medium, radio another medium, and
print yet another medium. Together they constitute the media. Never, ever
say “medias.”

In the case of the word data, however, we have a draw. Traditionally, data
is a plural noun, like facts, and the singular is datum. Until fairly recently,
careful writers and editors followed the traditional rule of treating data as a
plural, preferring “These data are conclusive” over “This data is
conclusive,” and “We'll decide when all the data are in” instead of “We'll
decide when all the data is in.” Today, however, the use of data as a
singular noun is so prevalent among educated speakers—including
scientists and researchers, who compile data for a living—that in 1992, 60
percent of the esteemed Usage Panel of the American Heritage
Dictionary sanctioned the use of data with a singular verb, and 77 percent
accepted it in the sentence “We have very little data on the efficacy of such
programs.” (Efficacy, pronounced EF-i-kuh-see, means effectiveness. It is
keyword 30 of Level 8.)

Purists may be upset by that vote, but there's no denying that a decided
majority of educated speakers and writers now use data as a synonym of
information. I'm still not wholly comfortable using data with a singular verb,
but | have to concede that the folks who prefer to say “the data is” have a
persuasive case. After all, agenda (“things to be done”) started out as the
plural of agendum, an item on an agenda, but now agendum is nearly
defunct (word 19 of Level 2) and everyone uses agenda, with the newly


http://www.processtext.com/abcepub.html

manufactured English plural agendas, as a singular noun meaning “a list of
things to do or a plan of action.” As the prolific (word 21 of Level 4) writer
and professor Isaac Asimov remarked in the 1985 edition of The Harper
Dictionary of Contemporary Usage, “What's the use of saying ‘These data
are’ when to say it will cause everyone who hears it to consider you
illiterate? ‘Data’ is plural in Latin, singular in English.”

Now it's up to you to decide what seems natural and correct. In the
meantime, here are some quick rulings on a few more problematic plurals:

For the word syllabus, the English plural syllabuses and the Latin plural
syllabi (SIL-uh-by) are both acceptable.

For octopus, the English plural is octopuses, which | recommend. The
Greek plural, now rarely heard, is octopodes (ahk-TAHP-uh-deez). Octopi
(AHK-tuh-py), which is neither English nor Greek but pseudo-Latin, is
improper but recognized by many dictionaries.

For the word formula, the English formulas is most common, with the
Latin formulae (FORM-yuh-lee) now a rather pretentious alternative. The
same goes for forum and stadium. The anglicized forums and stadiums
are preferred over the Latin plurals, fora and stadia (unless you happen to
be talking about ancient Greece and Rome). However, when you write more
than one memorandum, you may call them either memoranda or
memorandums. (| prefer memoranda.)

When you are talking about insects and you want to say they have more
than one antenna, the plural you need is antennae (an-TEN-ee, last syllable
rhyming with see, not fly). However, if you are referring specifically to the
media reception contraption, the preferred plural is antennas.

For the plural of index, both indexes and indices (IN-di-seez) are
acceptable, although most usage authorities now consider indices
pretentious in ordinary, nontechnical contexts.

Finally, for appendix, the English plural appendixes and the Latin plural
appendices (uh-PEN-di-seez) are both correct, with usage being about
evenly divided between them. It is not true that appendices belong in books
and appendixes in bodies. Usage experts are divided in their
recommendations, editors and doctors prefer one form or the other, and no
formal differentiation has yet been made. (For the record, my money's on
appendixes for both books and bodies.)

OO @

And now let's return to the Verbal Advantage vocabulary for the next ten
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keywords in Level 5.

Word 21: esuicence (i-BUHL-yints or i-BUUL-yints)

Lively enthusiasm, high spirits, bubbly excitement. Synonyms include
exuberance, exhilaration, and effervescence (EF-ur-VES-ints).

The words ebullition (EB-uh-LISH-in), ebullient (i-BUHL-yint or
i-BUUL-yint), and ebullience all come from the Latin verb ebullire, to boil,
bubble.

The noun ebullition literally means a boiling or bubbling up. It may be
used figuratively of an emotional outburst, as “Lisa was delighted with her
husband's amorous ebullition on their anniversary.”

The adjective ebullient means bubbling with enthusiasm, overflowing with
high spirits: “The stadium was packed with thousands of ebullient fans.”

The noun ebullience means bubbly enthusiasm, seething excitement,
irrepressible exuberance: “When Jack won the lottery, he could not contain
his ebullience.”

Ebullience and ebullient are often mispronounced. Don't say
i-BOOL-yints and i-BOOL-yint, or i-BYOO-lee-ints and i-BYOO-lee-int. The
BOOL and BYOOL sounds (which rhyme with fool) are wrong. Also, take
care to eschew (es-CHOO, remember?) the sloppy mispronunciations
EB-yuh-lints and EB-yuh-lint, which move the stress to the first syllable.

In ebullience and ebullient, the stress should fall on the second syllable,
-bul-, in which the u may have the sound of the u in bulk or bull.

Word 22: impervious (im-PURV-ee-us)

Impenetrable, incapable of being entered or passed through; hence,
unable to be moved or affected by something.

Synonyms of impervious include impassable, impermeable
(im-PUR-mee-uh-bul), and opaque (oh-PAYK). Antonyms include
penetrable (PEN-i-truh-bul), passable, accessible, permeable, translucent
(tranz-LOO-sint), and diaphanous (dy-AF-uh-nus).

An impervious substance cannot be penetrated: certain fabrics are
impervious to water; a recording studio must be well insulated and
impervious to external noise. If you are impervious to pain, then pain does
not penetrate your consciousness. And if your mind is impervious to
reason, that means you cannot be moved or affected by any argument, no
matter how persuasive.
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Word 23: remonstrate (ri-MAHN-strayt)

To object, protest, reprove, rebuke, argue or plead against.

To expostulate (ek-SPAHS-chu-layt) and to remonstrate are close in
meaning. To expostulate suggests an earnest and sometimes passionate
attempt to change someone's views or behavior by pleading and argument.
To remonstrate suggests a calmer and more reasoned attempt to show
that someone is wrong or blameworthy.

Word 24: errace (e-FAYS)

To rub out, wipe out, obliterate, erase, expunge: “Time gradually effaced
the memory of the tragedy.”

To efface may also mean to make oneself inconspicuous, keep oneself
out of the limelight: “During the celebration, he effaced himself so his
partner would get all the attention.” The self-effacing person stays in the
background and behaves in a modest, retiring fashion.

Take care to distinguish the words deface and efface. To deface means
to spoil the appearance of, ruin, disfigure, mar. To efface means to rub out,
wipe out, erase, or to withdraw from notice, make oneself inconspicuous.

Word 25: cumera (ky-MEER-uh)

A foolish fancy, fantastic notion or idea, figment of the imagination.

Synonyms of chimera include whimsy (WHIM-zee), crotchet
(KRAHCH-it), maggot, and caprice (discussed in word 11 of Level 1).

In Greek mythology, the Chimera was a fire-breathing monster with the
head of a lion, the body of a goat, and the tail of a serpent. In modern
usage chimera may refer to that monster or a similar fabulous creature, but
more commonly it means an absurd and fabulous creation of the mind. A
chimera is a vain or idle fancy, an impossible or visionary idea. The
corresponding adjective is chimerical (ki-MER-i-kul), which means
imaginary, fantastic, preposterous, absurd.

Word 26: wcorricisLe (in-KOR-ij-uh-bul or in-KAHR-)

Bad beyond correction or reform, hopeless, irreformable; also, unruly,
unmanageable, difficult to control.

Synonyms of incorrigible in the sense of “bad beyond correction or
reform” include irredeemable, irreclaimable, unrepentant, inveterate
(in-VET-uh-rit), and unregenerate (UHN-ri-JEN-uh-rit).
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Synonyms of incorrigible in the sense of “unruly, difficult to control”
include obstinate (word 34 of Level 1), willful, and intractable (word 12 of
this level).

The adjective corrigible means “capable of being corrected, amended,
or reformed.” By adding the privative (PRIV-uh-tiv, meaning “depriving” or
“canceling”) prefix in-, meaning “not,” to the adjective corrigible, we get its
antonym, incorrigible, not capable of being corrected, amended, or
reformed—and therefore hopelessly bad, irreformable, as an incorrigible
drinker, an incorrigible practical joker.

Because incorrigible behavior cannot be corrected or reformed, it also
cannot be managed or controlled, and from that logical inference grew the
second meaning of incorrigible: unruly, unmanageable, difficult to control.
Wild, unruly teenagers and spoiled children who will not mind their parents
are often called incorrigible.

Word 27: suxtapose (JUHK-stuh-POHZor JUHK-stuh-pohz)

To place side by side or close together, especially so as to compare or
contrast.

The first half of the word juxtapose comes from the Latin juxta, which
means “near, close by.” The second half, -pose, comes from the Latin
ponere, to put, place, the source also of the familiar word position and the
more challenging word posit (PAHZ-it). To posit means to put forward as
true, set down as a fact, as the Declaration of Independence posits that “all
men are created equal.” By derivation the verb to juxtapose means “to
place near, put close by.”

When you juxtapose two or more things you place them side by side,
usually for the purpose of comparing or contrasting them. Painters often
juxtapose colors for a striking effect; philosophers and scientists juxtapose
ideas so as to evaluate them; a consumer might juxtapose two products,
place them side by side, to decide which one is better.

The corresponding noun is juxtaposition (JUHK-stuh-puh-ZISH-in).
Word 28: conversant (kun-VUR-sint)

Familiar, acquainted, well-informed or well-versed.

Conversant comes from the Latin conversari, to associate with, the
source also of the verb to converse and the noun conversation. When you
are conversant with something you have had a conversation with it; you
have associated with it, and therefore you are familiar or well acquainted
with it. The person who is conversant with astronomy or folklore or Russian
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history or the microcomputer industry is well informed and able to speak
knowledgeably about the subject.

Conversant and versed are close synonyms. Conversant is usually
followed by with; versed is usually followed by in. Versed often suggests
the familiarity that comes from experience. You can be versed in the ways
of life, versed in the techniques of marketing or public relations, or versed
in the culture of a foreign country. Conversant often suggests the familiarity
that comes from having studied something or acquired information about it.
You can be conversant with the work of a certain writer, conversant with
economics, conversant with modern art, or conversant with current events.

Word 29: esoterc (ES-uh-TER-ik)

Intended for or designed to be understood only by a select group, known
only by a few people; hence, not public, secret, confidential.

Synonyms of esoteric include mysterious, impenetrable, inscrutable
(word 48 of Level 3), cryptic (KRIP-tik), abstruse (ab-STROOS, word 5 of
Level 6), arcane (ahr-KAYN), and recondite (REK-un-dyt).

Antonyms of esofteric include plain, apparent, accessible, manifest,
discernible (word 32 of Level 3), lucid (word 45 of Level 3), and
perspicuous (pur-SPIK-yoo-us).

Esoteric comes from a Greek word meaning “inner,” and by derivation
means intended for or known only by an inner circle. According to the 1914
edition of the great Century Dictionary, the word esoteric “originally applied
to certain writings of Aristotle of a scientific, as opposed to a popular,
character, and afterward to the secret...teachings of Pythagoras; hence, |
esoteric has come to mean] secret; intended to be communicated only to
the initiated.”

Because esoteric refers to that which is secret or understood only by a
few select people, in recent years the word has come to be used more
generally to mean beyond most people's knowledge or understanding,
highly complex and difficult to comprehend, as an esoteric theory or the
esoteric language of computer programming.

Many educated people now use the word in this more general way, and
there is nothing wrong with that—except that | suspect most people who
use esoteric today are not aware of the word's original, more specific
meaning. Thus, you will have a leg up on them if you keep in mind the
precise meaning of esoteric: intended to be communicated only to the
initiated.

An esoteric theory is complex and impenetrable because it is designed
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to be understood only by a select group. An esoteric purpose is secret and
mysterious because it is known only by a few chosen people.

The antonym or opposite of esoteric is exoteric (EKS-uh-TER-ik).
Exoteric begins with the prefix exo-, which means “outer, outside.” Exoteric
means external, popular, of the outside world or open to public view.
Exoteric writing is intended for the world at large; it is communicated to or
suitable for the general public. Esoteric writing is intended for an inner
circle; it is understood only by a few people.

Word 30: ausricious (aw-SPISH-us)

Favorable, fortunate, marked by favorable circumstances or good fortune,
conducive to success, boding well.

The ancient Romans were, by modern standards, a highly superstitious
people who believed in supernatural signs and omens and who often
consulted oracles, astrologers, clairvoyants (klair-VOY-ints), and
soothsayers (the sooth- rhymes with truth) when they wanted to know what
the future held in store for them. One of the most popular fortune-tellers in
ancient times was the auspex (AW-speks), who practiced a form of
divination known in Latin as auspicium, which meant the act of predicting
the future by observing the flight of birds.

In English, the word auspice (AW-spis) means an omen or sign,
especially a favorable one. From that sense auspice came to be used in
the plural, auspices (AW-spi-siz), to mean protection, guardianship, or
sponsorship, as an investigation conducted under the auspices of the
government. Both the noun auspice and the adjective auspicious come
from the Latin auspicium, which in turn comes from avis, bird, and specere
, to look at, observe. By derivation auspicious refers to that which an
auspex, or bird-watcher, has said will have a favorable outcome.

In modern usage auspicious applies to anything marked by favorable
circumstances or good fortune. An auspicious debut is a favorable debut,
one conducive to future success. When the telephone rings and the caller
wants to buy your product or pay for your services, that's an auspicious call,
one marked by good fortune. And when you meet someone at a party who
later turns out to be an important business contact, that meeting can only be
described as auspicious, favorable, fortunate.

The adjectives auspicious and propitious (pruh-PISH-us) are close in
meaning. Propitious by derivation means rushing forward or striving after
something—in the vernacular (word 15 of this level) or in colloquial (word
43 of this level) terms, “going for it.” In current usage propitious usually
refers to favorable conditions or a favorable time for doing something:
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fishermen hope for propitious weather; stockbrokers are always looking for
the propitious moment to buy or sell. Auspicious means favorable in the
sense of boding well, giving indication of success. An auspicious event is
one that seems an omen of success, good fortune, or prosperity.

& O ©
Let's review the ten keywords you've just learned. Decide if the pairs of
words below are synonyms or antonyms. Answers appear on page 210.
1. Ebullience and exuberance are...synonyms or antonyms?
Impervious and accessible are...
To remonstrate and to acquiesce are...
To efface and to obliterate are...
Chimera and fantasy are...
Irreformable and incorrigible are...
Separate and juxtapose are...

Unfamiliar and conversant are...

A S A

Esoteric and mysterious are...
10.Unfavorable and auspicious are...
Unique is Weak

When people use words loosely, with no regard for their precise meanings,
it can lead, as Johnson O'Connor put it, “to serious mistakes of
understanding and judgment.” If your boss tells you to peruse a report, how
do you know whether the boss means skim it or read it carefully and
critically? If someone says he's disinterested, does that mean he's not
interested or that he's fair-minded and impartial? When people use reticent
to mean reluctant, comprised of to mean composed of, or verbal to mean
oral, they are not being clever, novel, or stylish. They are being either lazy
or pretentious. Good usage begins with learning the precise meanings of
words and ends with respecting those meanings in your writing and speech.

Take, for example, the word unique. Aren't you thoroughly sick of it?
Haven't you had enough of unique this, unique that, everything being so
very unique? | certainly have. Why? Because unique is so overused its
uniqueness has worn out.

Wherever you turn these days people are trying to be unique by saying
unique and they are proving only that they have mastered the art of


http://www.processtext.com/abcepub.html

monotonous diction. They're being unique on television talk shows, on
every page of the newspaper, in every advertising circular, and at every
happy hour. Yes, everywhere intelligent people are inserting unique into
their sentences as swiftly and predictably as a computer chip gets clapped
onto a printed circuit board in an assembly line. But while a chip can store a
great deal of information and instantaneously perform a variety of tasks, the
word unique, soldered to a sentence today, does only one thing: bore,
bore, bore.

As if the repetition of this word day in and day out is not enough, people
have aggravated the situation by qualifying just how unique whatever they're

LT3

talking about is. They say, “My child is very unique”; “Ours is the most
unique product of its kind”; “This program is completely unique.” (You will
notice, please, that not once have | called the Verbal Advantage program

unique. | prefer to think of it as exceptional or peerless.)

At any rate, all these flaccid (FLAK-sid, not FLAS-id, meaning “limp and
weak”) modifications of unique say just one thing to me: Most people tacitly
acknowledge that unique isn't unique anymore, but they can't seem to
come up with anything better.

| suppose it won't make much difference if | point out that, properly,
unique should not be qualified. The American Heritage Dictionary
contains this example of the gross (and laughable) misuse of unique:
“‘Omaha's most unique restaurant is now even more unique.” The sentence
comes from advertising copy, where some of the most flagrant
transgressions of the language occur. Something may be more unusual, or
the most exceptional, but it cannot be more or most unique.

Unique comes from the Latin unicus, one, only, sole, from unus, one,
and means unlike anything else, unmatched, one-of-a-kind. A thing cannot
be more or less unique than another thing; it is simply unique. The
restaurant in Omaha either is unique or is not—and most probably it is not.

Of course, if you consult the recent editions of Merriam-Webster's
Collegiate Dictionary and Random House Webster's College Dictionary
on this issue, you will find lengthy usage notes devoted to rationalizing the
current infatuation with modifying unique. Merriam-Webster says, “In
modern use both comparison and modification are widespread and
standard,” and Random House concludes, “Such comparison, though
criticized, is standard in all varieties of speech and writing.” What both
dictionaries fail to note in their defense of modifying unique is something
any decent usage guide will tell you: that unique now needs modifiers
because the word is addictive and its users require increasing doses of
uniqueness.
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Unique has been used so often as an elegant variation for unusual and
uncommon that it is no longer unusual or uncommon, and hardly elegant.
Unusual and uncommon mean out of the ordinary, rare. They can be
modified. Something can be very unusual, or rather uncommon, but it can't
logically be very unique, unmatched, incomparable, without equal or peer.

Merriam-Webster says something else interesting in its usage note:
“Unique dates back to the 17th century but was little used until the end of
the 18th when, according to the Oxford English Dictionary, it was
reacquired from French. H. J. Todd entered it as a foreign word in his
edition (1818) of Johnson's Dictionary, characterizing it as ‘affected and
useless.”

It doesn't surprise me that in the last two hundred years the word's
standing has not improved. Through widespread acceptance unique has
exchanged affectation for tedium, and through widespread use its
uselessness has only been affirmed. That unique must now be dressed up
to do its duty proves how feckless it has become. (By the way, feckless
means weak, feeble, ineffective. It combines the Scottish word feck, effect,
with the privative suffix -less to mean literally “without an effect.”)

But back to unique. If you agree with me that this feckless word is
overworked and deserves a vacation, then join me in boycotting unique
wherever to use it would be weak.

Here's how you can do it: The next time unique is about to spring from
your lips, pause for a moment and make the effort to summon another word
—can you think of anything better right now? How about unrivaled,
matchless, peerless, unparalleled, incomparable, singular, or the
delicious inimitable (i-NIM-i-tuh-bul)?

These are truly elegant variations. They will make your sentence sparkle.
They will awaken interest in your audience. They will set you apart from the
humdrum herd of “uniquealaliacs.”

By the way, don't bother trying to find wuniquealaliac (pronounced
yoo-NEEK-uh-LAY-lee-ak) in a dictionary. It's my nonce-word, a word |
made up for the occasion. | created it by affixing unique to the combining
form -lalia, which comes from a Greek word meaning “talk, chat,” and in
modern medicine is used to denote a speech disorder. For example,
rhinolalia (RY-noh-LAY-lee-uh) is an abnormally strong nasal tone in a
person's speech; echolalia (EK-oh-LAY-lee-uh) is the habit of repeating
what other people say.

So | hope you will develop a temporary case of echolalia and repeat what
I've said about unique to as many people as you can. If together we can
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manage to stem the tedious tide of uniquealalia, it would be a singular, and
perhaps even inimitable, achievement.

OO ©

Now let's return to the Verbal Advantage vocabulary for the next ten
keywords.

Word 31: mnerant (eye-TIN-ur-int)

Wandering, traveling about, moving from place to place, especially to
perform work.

Synonyms of the adjective itinerant include migratory, wayfaring,
vagrant, nomadic (noh-MAD-ik), ambulatory (AM-byuh-luh-tor-ee), and the
interesting word peripatetic (PER-i-puh-TET-ik). I'll discuss peripatetic
further in the tenth and final level of the program, so keep reading!

Itinerant is also a noun meaning an itinerant person, a wanderer, wayfarer,
someone who travels from place to place.

The words itinerant and itinerary (eye-TIN-uh-rair-ee) come from the
Late Latin verb itinerari, to travel, go on a journey. An itinerary is a route, a
course taken on a journey, especially a detailed plan or list of places to visit
while traveling, as “The travel agent prepared an itinerary for their trip to
Europe, noting their transportation schedule and the hotels where they
planned to stay.”

In current usage itinerary is sometimes used loosely as a synonym of
agenda, but these words should be sharply distinguished. An agenda is a
list of things to be done or dealt with, especially a list of items to be
addressed in a meeting. An jtinerary is a list of places to go, a detailed plan
for a journey.

The words itinerant, nomadic, vagrant, and ambulatory all mean moving
or traveling about.

Ambulatory, from the Latin ambulare, to walk, means walking, able to
walk around: “When Kevin broke his leg the doctor said it would be at least
three months before he’d be ambulatory again.”

Vagrant comes ultimately from the Latin vagari, to wander, and means
wandering about with no fixed purpose. Vagrant is usually applied to
people, such as hobos and tramps, who have no home or job and who
wander about in a shiftless way.

Nomadic applies not to individuals but to tribes or groups of people who
lack a permanent home, and who wander together from place to place to
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sustain themselves: “The nomadic tribes of the desert must move from
oasis to oasis to provide enough water for themselves and their livestock.”

Itinerant applies to people who travel from place to place to work or seek
work, and the word usually suggests traveling on a regular course or circuit.
An itinerant preacher goes from town to town, spreading the gospel.
Itinerant laborers must travel from place to place to do their work. In the
past, the legal system had many itinerant judges who traveled on a regular
circuit to adjudicate (uh-JOO-di-kayt) cases in various far-flung districts.

Word 32: cu (rhymes with dull)

To pick out, select from various sources, gather, collect.

Cull comes from the Latin colligere, to gather, the source also of the
familiar words collect and collection.

The verbs to cull and to glean are close in meaning.

Glean (rhymes with spleen) was originally used in farming to mean to
gather up the stray bits and pieces of a crop that remained after the reapers
or gatherers had done their work. From that sense, glean came to mean to
collect or gather mentally, especially to learn or discover something bit by
bit, in a laborious fashion: the investigator gathers facts to glean
information; the historian gleans knowledge about the past by studying old
records and docum