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Al Capone, one of history’s most notorious gangsters, ruled the “mob” in Chicago during the Prohibition Era of the 1920’s.  As a mob boss, he was a man of unprecedented violence; he would commit or delegate others to commit, heinous acts not perpetrated by even the infamous mob gangs of New York.  His real power came from the tacit understanding with “dirty” cops, made during clandestine meetings in dark alleys, that the police would not interfere with the mob’s activities, thus giving his Chicago Gang free reign in the city.  

Of course, Capone denied each allegation that he would advocate such illegal activities.  He was, ostensibly, a businessman working hard to make a living as a used furniture salesman.  He was known as an upstanding “pillar of the community”, who funded “soup kitchens” to feed to poor and donated to other charities.

Ironically, it would be through his legitimate business, not his mob activities, that he was brought to justice. The connection between Capone’s mob activity and his front as a business owner was nebulous at first, but comparison between his tax records and his account books showed he was taking in much more than furniture sales could account for.  Since he had failed to pay tax on the extra money, Capone was found guilty of tax evasion.  This method of indicting gangsters would recur many times and is still used by investigators today.

At his sentencing hearing, Capone spoke in a poignant speech about the hardships faced by the average citizen of the Depression Era.  Capone’s impassioned tirade went on until the judge cut him off, sentencing Capone to twenty years on Alcatraz Island, where he died before serving his full prison term.

