Comparing 5 Major World Religions

Modified from a lesson by: 
Melissa Gunnels and Roxanne Wackeen Shankland

Overview:

· Lesson comparing major world religions (Islam, Christianity, Hinduism, Buddhism & Judaism, also the non-theistic Agnostic & Humanism) to gain understanding of their diversity. This will be accomplished through a written, researched paper as well as 2 chosen projects shared with peers. 

Learning Objectives:

· Students will: 

· Research a religion using technology (internet, e-mail and web sites) and the library. 

· Compare similarities and differences of the five major religions (Islam, Buddhism, Hinduism, Judaism, and Christianity). 

· Gain an understanding and empathy for other cultures and their past and present struggles. 

· Practice presentation skills. 

Related Internet Sites (URLs):

· Jewish Holidays web site - http://www.jewishpost.com/festivals/

· The Museum of Tolerance - http://www.wiesenthal.com

· Overall View of Buddhism - http://www.ncf.carleton.ca/dharma/introduction/overview.html

· Web Site for Religions - http://www.interfaithcenter.org/religions.shtml

· Islam - http://www.aegsp.br/hs/ss/8thGrade/religion.html

· Hinduism - http://www.hinduism-today.com/

· Christianity - http://www.farsinet.com/iccsd/questions.html

· Women - http://www.religioustolerance.org/femclrgy.htm

Resources & Materials:

· Library 

· Encyclopaedia 

How Will Computers Be Used?

· In the computer lab, or using class set of devices and BYOD, students will work on individual computers, researching topics related to their religion (on the internet). 

Activities:

· This project consists of Two Parts:

1. A written 2-3 page report (all names on one report, broken down by who did what)
2. Projects presented orally to educate peers (Ppt/Keynote, or other visual aids)
· Choose  partners/groups (depends on class size)

· Pass out the worksheet (or access online) and discuss. 

· Classroom time is structured research--utilizing the computer lab, library, and home resources. The following are the directions for this project: 

· Choose 1 of these religions to research:

· Judaism

· Buddhism 

· Christianity 

· Hinduism 

· Islam 

· Angnostic/Humanist

PART I:

· Write a 2-3 page paper discussing the religion you and your partner/group choose. In this paper you will focus primarily on basic “all about” info that delineate this version of religion from others. You are required to research and report on the following topics:

1. History of how the religion started--including key people and dates 

2. Major beliefs (tenets) the religion is based upon (and how they differ from other sects)

3. Marriage rites 

4. Religious rituals and customs 

5. Books or writings used by the religion 

6. What do those of this faith believe happens after death? 

7. Major denominations and doctrinal differences?

· Research must include utilizing the following 3 sources:

1. Info from books/atlases/encyclopedia 

2. Research from internet and web sites 

3. Primary interview in person or by E-Mail with a leader of your chosen religion 

PART II. Choose a minimum of 2 options to do: 

1. Venn Diagram Poster -comparing your 2 chosen religions 

2. Movie Review-watch a movie based on your chosen religion and write a summary 

3. Time Line-of major events and people (minimum of 3 feet long) 

4. World Map Poster-showing locations of populations of believers 

5. Significant Symbol Poster-drawing of religious symbol 

6. Video Presentation-show a video clip to class & discuss 

7. Dance-show a video, or perform a dance related to your chosen religion 

8. Music-play religious music or hymns for the class and discuss their meaning 

9. Food-prepare a dish to share that is reflective of your chosen religion/culture 

10. Dress (respectfully) in religious attire, show class 

11. Paper bag report-bring 5 objects representing the religion, share with class. 

12. Newscast-give past or current newscast to class--news related to the religion 

13. Book Report-Read a related religious book and give a report (oral only) 

Evaluation:

· Written 2 page paper graded on content, mechanics, ability to find similarities. Click for a Writing Expectations Rubric.

· Projects graded on effort, effectiveness of portraying accurate cultural information on religion, overall presentation quality.

