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     The caste system, created by the Aryans, established a person’s duty/rank in life no matter what that job was. For an example: Brahmins were high priests, teachers, and kings. They were the thinkers.  Kshatriyas were warriors and high ranking government people. Vaisyas were commoners, merchants (business owners), and traders (white collar workers). Sudras were unskilled (blue collar) workers like farmers.  Last and least, Phariahs were the untouchables/outcasts  who did all the dirty work that no one wanted to do, like clean trash and take out dead bodies. They even had to tap a stick upon walking so you could hear them coming because they couldn’t be touched, hence the name “untouchables”. It’s funny, but foreigners and people who worship other religions were also considered pariahs.  You couldn’t marry someone from a different caste.  The only way to change your caste was through reincarnation.  





Chandragupta’s empire








Ancient India (3000 BC- AD320)





Arts & Technology	


India made amazing discoveries in math and science. They were one of the first to use algebra, first to performed plastic surgery, restored broken bones, developed the idea and symbol of zero,  and created symbols from one to nine. They built multistory buildings and made buildings out of stone they carved into solid rock to make temples.  They had special tools to carve rock.  A lot of art was carved rock statues and on buildings.  Writing was poetry, even for lessons.  Most famous are the Vedas, the Bhagavad Gita, & The Mahabharata.  





India was full of many different people, religions, and new ideas.  A lot of inventions made then are very important to us today.day. 





“Satyameva Jayate” 


(Truth Alone Triumphs)





Sitting Buddha





A famous temple





Ancient Empires& leaders: 	


India’s first empire was built by Chandragupta Maurya who ruled 321-298 BC.  when he took over after the Greeks left.  His grandson,  Asoka, expanded the empire to include nearly all of India.  Asoka converted to Buddhism and made it the main religion during his reign.  All the Mauryan Kings who came after Asoka were terrible.  The last was killed by his general and the empire fell apart until the Gupta took over.





Asoka’s empire 





The Caste System








Come to India








    India had many cities with huge populations, such as the capital of the Mauryan dynasty, Pataliputra.


   The country has everything from mountains, to deserts, to jungles. Summer and winter monsoons bringing in lots of rain and wind, great for farming.


    The Himalayas in the north, and Indian Ocean on the east coast, protect the country from invaders, leaving one pass from Pakistan to come through. 
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Religion:  	


India has three main religions, Buddhism/Jainism, Islam, and Hinduism.  Hinduism is the third most popular religion today, dating back over 5000 years.  The Aryans founded Hinduism around many gods who control nature & are all part of one universal spirit, Brahman.  Buddhism was founded in 600 BC by Hindu Prince Siddharartha Gautma who believed giving up worldly desires would let you reach Nirvana (a state of wisdom).





Part of the Hindu temple complex at Khajurahao (located 620 km south-seast of Delhi).





Hindu gods Ram and Ganesh






























































