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All Reasons Are Not Created Equal

· Partial reasons are reasons which show our biases for or against persons/issues based on our relationship/connection/emotional investment with them.

· Impartial reasons are those made using logical thought and moral or ethical reasons, absent emotion or personal biases/interests/benfits.

Your reasons for believing or doing something must be based on impartial reasons.  Appeals to authority and other blind acceptance of beliefs are ethically problematic.  

Consider this ethical dilemma:

You are standing outside a burning building.  The flames and smoke are getting denser, but there is still one way of entering the building.  Trapped inside it are the following sentient beings:

· A Nobel-prize-winning scientist who is close to discovering a cure for cancer.

· A highly intelligent ape that may unlock the secrets of the missing link.

· Your beloved mother.

You only have time to save one being, and each is equally distant from where you are standing.  Given that you could save any ONE of them, which one would you choose and why?

Use only impartial reasons to explain your choice.  The requires that you use only logic in making your choice (impartial reasoning) and that you explain not only the choice you made but define your reasoning as to why the other candidates did not warrant your rescue attempt, why your choice was “best”.  On what did you base your choice?
