Poetic Elements Analysis Outline

PEAO

Title:   

· MLA Citation Entry

· How the title relates to the subject/content of the poem

Tone/Mood
· Tone (author’s attitude toward the subject or audience)

· Mood/Atmosphere (evoking how audience is “supposed” to feel)

Speaker:  Who is speaking the poem, the author or a character? How do you know?

Audience:  The person who is supposed to read the poem, or to whom the poem is addressed. How do you know?
Subject or Topic:  What is the topic of the poem?
Scansion & Type of Poem: 
· Rhyme Scheme:

· Rhythm:

· Meter
· Formal poem style (Sonnet? Ballad? Etc)
Structure: 

· Enjambment or end stops

· Diction and syntax

· Arrangement of verse and stanza

Paraphrase: 

(Explain what the poem SAYS in black and white on the page IN YOUR OWN WORDS.  You can paraphrase line by line, by each stanza, or ‘holistically’.   NOTE:  it will take longer to paraphrase than it does for the poem to state its point.)

Analysis & Theme:


What is the poem REALLY about?  Explain. (symbolic/representational & Profound/universal/thematic levels). Theme:  (universal lesson, point, or moral)
Sound Devices:  

· Internal rhyme, 
· consonance, 
· assonance, 
· onomatopoeia, 

· alliteration
Similes, Metaphors, Allusions & Symbols:  (quote or paraphrase and explain)
Imagery:  (quote or paraphrase image and state sense[s] referred to)
