10 Triad Directions

Before you read:

· You will research and write a short paper (3 pg max): “About the Author & His/Her Times”.  You are not looking for biographical information unless it pertains to the author’s work directly.   Rather, you are looking for influences and what literary critics have to say about the author, why his/her work is significant, traits of the author’s work, etc.  Further, what was happening in the author’s world/times that affected the author’s choice of subject or caused the author to write this particular novel.
While you read:

· You have two weeks to finish your chosen novel.  Take notes as you go.  Notice elements of the novel and its construction (arrangement of chapters, controlling motifs/symbols/images, diction and syntax, theme(s) and how communicated, characterization).  During this time, you will also teach your novel to your partners.  Each day come to class with new material to unpack, share, and discuss.  Have written notes.

· Alternative to written notes, begin a shared Wiki page on which you add to novel summaries as you go and collaborate on similarities between novels.

Now that you have all finished reading your chosen novel…

Group work:

· Analyze your novel.  Be sure to address how and why the novel accomplishes the author’s purpose; give examples from the novel that demonstrate and support what you have to say.

· Listen attentively to what each of your partner’s has to say about their novels.

· Discuss how and why the three novels are interrelated thematically and conceptually.  What elements do they share?

· As a unit/triad, what point or message is gained from the unity of the novels?

· How does each stand, alone, as a harbinger of this message?  Is the point only clear as a unit?

· Write a joint paper in which you discuss your group’s findings (5-7 pgs.)

· You may use critical and authoritative sources (study guides, research, etc.) but it is not necessary.  I want to see how YOU can analyze and connect concepts. You may not write the paper in sections of one per novel.  The focus is on how the novels are related, not “all about this novel”.

Presentations:

· With your group, create a multimedia presentation of no more than 30 minutes in length explaining the findings of your group.

· Assume the class has NOT read the novels in your triad.  Thus you will need to take SOME of your time to a BRIEF summarize the main points of each novel.  (This is not the main thrust of the presentation!)

· Define the genre, style, purpose, and related elements of the triad to the class.

· State how the novels are united (Do NOT simply read your paper to the class!  No, not even if you put large chunks of the paper on power point slides!)

· In short, teach the class what you have learned and come to understand from you extensive and exhaustive analysis of your triad novels.

